
•ienl measures for the good government of tlic

people.the advancement of'the education , the

moraU the enterprise, the comnierre the

wealth, the happiness of the country. Upon

these ijrounda and with these objects of ho-

nourable rivalaiiip and mutual einuhuion,

Btalesman will, in exact proportion to liicir

ability, skill and success, command the confi-

dence, support, and gratitude of tiieir fellow

subjects, and be benefactors to tlieir common
country. This is my theory of patronnge ;

this is my theory of the dutyoftiie Executive

Officers ; this is my ilipory of the practical

working of "party government ;" this, I be-

lieve, is the true tlicory of poo J 'rovernment;

while the vicious system of party patronnge

and party proscription is dangi'ro-js alike lo

the throne and the people, and the prolific

parent of numberless viced and evils in a com-

munity. Lord Brousrham haB well s.'iid (and

the history of Canann proves il) that " I'arty

undermines principles, destroyt. confidence in

statesmen, corrupts private morals, unites

Bordid motives with pure, produces self-de-

ception, destroys regard in truth, promotes

abuses of the press, j^'ives scone to malignant

feelings, paralyses the public councils, pro-

motes treasonable proceedings."

III. Thi. Doty of Lkoislatohs.—The du-

ties of a lo'Tifhtor are, in several respects,

common with those of an E.xecutive officer.

If it is the duty of the latter to advise measu-

res and acts for the public good, without res-

pect to party, it is the duty of the lormer to

support them. If the Executive councillor,

on being elevated to that posiiinn, should

faithfully and impartially consult the interest

and happiness of his country as a whole, and

not regard one section of it as his" enemies,"

and tiie other section of it as his articled con-

federates, the legislator should do the simp.

The representative of a country, or town, or

being invested with that character by the ma-

jor vote of hia fallow freeholders, should lose

sight of parties for or against his success, and

be the faithful representaiive of his country

or town, and not the mere agent of a party in

it. It is not, however, my intention to writa

an essay on the general duties of legislators,

but to advert to two particul irs .^ Heeling them

involved in the presen;, discussion ; n nme ly

first their duty in preserving the consiilulion

unimpaired, by maintaining invioh'.y the pre-

rogative or rigiits of each branch of it— se-

condly, their duty respecting organized poli-

tical parties.

It has been remarked by Dr. Pai-fy, that

" There is one end of civil goveriiineMt pecu-

liar to a good con"5t!tu'ion, namely, t!ie iiappi-

ncs« of its »uhjpets ; there i.i niiotiier end es-

sential to good governnii-nt, but oniinon lo it

with had ones— its own prestrv.itinn. tHi-

iierving that the l>est ferm of grvernmrnt

wouldl^e defective, which did not provide (or

its own perinr.nency, in our political r'^ason.

ini-s we consirler (ill such provision.') as e.xpe-

dient : and are content to accept us a sufti-

cient ground for a meiisure, or luv, that it

is necesunry or conducive to tlie preaerv >tinn

•f the constitution." Ons part of the duty of

a legislator is then to preserve the constitu-

tion. As in the removal nf one corner stone,

tiio whole edifice wonid be overthrown, ho the

weakening of one branch of our mi.xed con-

stilntion endangers the wliole of it. The

Crown is ono of the fundamental pillars of

the constitution ; and without its prerogatives

it is likf Sani'^.m shorn of liis hair; or like a

body without life. To deprive the crown of

its prerogatives ; or what wa-j the same thing,

to paralylie the exerniHe of them, is to convert

nur monarchial government; into the worst

kindof democracy— a democracy whicii em-

bodies all the evils of ordinary democracica

without their chief excellencies. Mr. Roe-

buck professes to be a democrat in theory—

thoucrh he professes not hv any violent means

to ap'ply that thorry to England—but he does

to (Canada, as the reader will see from the ap-

pendix, No. 4. Mr. Roehnck is therefore lis-

tened to v.'it!i cnriortity in the House of Com-

mons. I myself heard him say, in comnien-

cino- a speech in favour of establishing clec-

tive'corporations in Ireland, that " Ac did so

because it wn.^ one. step towards carrying out

those great principles of free c/overniiient to

which^nc bowed implicit assent." He, there-

fore, as their voluniary patran regarded it as

no discourtesy or misnomer to term his clim-

teli. in Western Canada, " democrats." He,

knew that their " stipulation" or " under-

standing," if :;anctioiied, would effect what I

have airewn it did involve—democratic inde-

pendence. But such is not ti.e duty of a Ca-

nadian Legislator. The preservatiorof the

monarchial constitution is one of iiis first du-

ties at all times-and his first duty when any

branch of it is invaded. On this point I will

do no more than employ the authoritative

words of Mr. Burkk to his Bristol consti-

tuents, and on an orcasion to", when, as he

says, he received onlv one Tonj vote, but was

supported bv the Whigs and Dissenters

against a Tory candidate. The following are

not only his own words, but his own italics

and cnpilah : " The distinguishing part of our

constitution is its liberty. To preserve that

liberty inviolate, seems Co particular duty

and proper trust of a member of the House of

Commons. Hut the liberty, the only liberty

1 mean, is a liberty connected with order

and viitue, but which cannotrxist at all with-

out them. It inlieres in good and steady go-

vernment, as in its substance and vital prin-

ciple." "To be a good meinlier or' parlia-

ment is, let me tell yon, no easy task ;
espe-

ciallv at this time, when there is so strong a

disp' -ition to tun into perilous ex'remfr ot

servile compliance or wild popvlnrity. To

unite circumspection with vigour, is? absolute-

ly necessary ; but it Is extremely diaicult.—

We are now members for a rich commercial

cihj ; this city, however, in '>u' a parted a rich

commercial ?inli'm, (he intere-^ts of which are

vuriifi.i, iiuiUi/orm, and inlrirfila. VV- are

member.-* i'.iv t:.nt nation wliich, ho-,vrver, f
itself hut a part of a frrent empire, extended

by our virtue and our fortune to the farthest

limits of the Ea';t nr.d of the Wc-st. Alt tliesp

wide ipread iaterc«U mu'.t be tvisidcrcd

;
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