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he could 8«y,ihe!c

Epla there were of

napected him,a8 weli m on accoant of liii being

the Representative of hia Sovereign. He (the

Chairman) waa himaeif an old aoldier, having

erved throuehout the laat war, and having been

in every engagement on the frontier.
f

li. Ths Peo»i.b—the only true tource of

.imate jwwer. ^

*'he Chairman had now to propose the •. oast

of the evening: Our Guest, the Hon. Fbarcis

HiHCKS, whose precenca among us after a long

mbaence, was most cordially welcome. (Great

Kpplauae.) When, said the Chairman, it be-

came known that Mr. Hincks was in Ppper

Canada, the Council of the District happening

to be in aession, the Reform members thereof

determined upon inviting him to accept a public

dinner at Woodstock. The time for preparation

traa necessarily very short, and it was impessi*

Ue to communicite with many parts of the

INatriet. Unfortun»tely, too, the weather had

proved unfavourable. The rain, wliich had

fallen incessantiv during the laat night and <[>e

whole of the p.'esent day, had render*** iu*

eruaa roads alraoai impHasable. Prom ft"* twn-

abl. (Norwich) fro n 16 to 20 of^w immediate

neiehbonrs had Jnltnded to * present, but had

Ibaen nnaWe to reach tc^n. From Burford,

a •«"»«• i»r'ii >*'»' expected. He (the

; find gentleoMn present

lie opinion. S'-^ oraich

a»noch«n''t 'l j jjeo-

„ mind, and wouiJ tie pre-

paredto do their duty on every occasion. He
(the Chairman) was a Reformer of thirty yeare

iptanding (great cheering) and had been a close

Observer oT passing events, and he could say

that t'..e experience of his life had only con-

5rir.ed him in his opinions. Nothing would do

for Canada but Responsible Government ho-

Kttly administered. l(Great applause.) As an

alle advocate of that great principle, and of

every measure calculated to extend the liber-

ties of the people, and as a faithful representa-

tive of this county, he would now propose the

to^st which he had read.

6th. Our Guest, the Hon. Francis Hincks

—we only wait an opportunity to return him

triumphantly to Parliament. (Loud and long

ntinued cheering for several minutes, after

which Mv. Hincks spoke to the following ef-

fect:)

Mr. iJhairman and Gentlemen,—I have to

acknowledge with the deepest gratitude another

mark of esteem and confidence from the Re-
formers of the County of Oxford in addition to

the many which I have received during the

last six years. I can only hope to repay you,

gentlemen, by my zeal in advocating what

we till believe to be, the best interests of our

common country- -that country which I trust

is equally dear to those of us who have adopt-

ed it as our own, as to those on whom it has

perhaps a stronger claim, as the country of

their birth. Much as I am gratified by the

compliment paid to .myself on the present

.occasion, I should be sorry indeed if this de-

monstration were not calculated to produce

more important results than mere personal

gratification. I hope and believe that it will

be the means, in some deeree at least, of pro-

moting the success of the great cause t3

which we are devoted, and which I cannot

better describe than as the cause of Canada.

We desire that our principles and objects

should be well understood, and we wish, if

possible, to convince former opponents that

^ihey have either misunderstood our principles

and objects, or that their own are erroneous.

We wish to correct ihofe misstatements which

are from time to time circulated in order to

mislead the public. I shall endeavour as

'oriefly as the nature of the subject will per-

mf' lo touch upon the principal political to-

pic! of the day.—You have been told, gen-

tlemen, that the great question of " Respon-

•iuieGoveininent," which has bo long agitated

[the country, is finally settled. I would wish

to ijelieve that this is the case. I am aware

llha; our political opponents, both in and out

f Parliament, profess to adopt theoretically

oie views on that question for which we
,ve 80 long struggled. But has their prac-

;e been in accordance with their profea-

lioiis ? I only ask yon to review the history

a «ipiei iliat 1(6 worXiTTg R mr

The remedy is with the people alone. They

alone are responsible for the present state of

affairs, and they will do well instead of expect-

ing relief from a change of Governors, to oxert

themselves to secure a better representation.

To do that wo must convince the pul)lic that

our objects are sucli as cuttlit to entltip i'« to

their Bupport. The present is a most favoura-

ble opportunity for doing so. Party spirit has

in a great degree subsided and the public at

large are enquiring calmly as to the views of

publiomen. It is singular enough that at this

crisis the most prominent question before '««

public IS one calculated to unite in it» advocacv

many who have formerly be*?:' opposed to each

other, but whose inlei-''''t8 with respect to this

measure are ideq^icHlly the same. I mean the

question of riiEE tha»e. On this subject

there 'lave been the gimsest in-srepresenta-

ticvid. Attempt* have been made to persuade

the farmers of this country tbattf.eir interests

are at variance with Free Trade. So far from

thia being true, gentlemen, the Farmers are

more interested than any other class in pro-

moting a free trade policy. The protection

which they formerly enjoyed in the English

markets for their great staple has liefcn abolish

ed, ai.ri the question now is whether the Im

against education. I, connected a« 1 was with

a press which was tho organ of Catholicc as

well as Protestanis, felt it my duty to correct

what 1 believe to be a iiiisstiiirnieMt. It was

not a fact thattheCatlmlu- ClergV had opposed

education ; on the cputaawr, ihf mtm»*»^"« '

j
"

. «iiiuti..n<.V<i"L.u.VerCaaair»«re-h(ghly creditiio.o

to thoso wlto have established thetn. At their

colleges an excellent classical education, with

board, is provided for less than JCgO a year. I

will not pursue the subject, but v. ill junt read

an c«ii«ict or two from papers which all will

adirfit to be good authority. The first, strange

to say, is from the Bannei That print, on a

recent occasion, said :
" the Church of Rome,

which was wont to dread education, and the

Church of England, which habitually neglected

it, are now disposed to work in the opposite

direciion." This, 1 contend, embodies all that

I have ever said on the subject. The next

extract I will read is from the Montreal Wit-

ness. The Hon. Gentleman here read an

extract on the subiect of the schools of the

Freres, at Montreul, showing that about 1800

pupils received gratuitous education 'hrough

the influence of the Catholic Clergy, I feel

that I have said enough on this 8ubj*'ct. I am
Falisfifd that I have no occasion to vindicate

'^^MIV^eMP^JtM tn«'W*.al a cry hasTeen got up n... « c

Scotch of Zorra. I am sorry for it. 1 did

Scotch had become convinced

Ihoi

3 strojeci xne

thfe peijple of all parties are the same, and j^l

when Uie que*lion wr.s under the con.iiderflti.Mi

of Parliament, the Ministers backed by their

Upper Canada majoritv, not satisfied vvith the

protective duties imposed by the imperial act,

actually voted to place higher Provincial duties

on goods imported by inland carriage than on

those brought by the St. Lawrence. The ef-

fect of this was to impose an indirect tax upon

the people of Upper Canada, and which was

effected by the votes of her own liepreienlatives

(cries of shame shame.) (".'(.nnected with this

subject is the repeal of the Navigation Laws.

Our produce has to compete with that of other

countries in the English markets and it is es-

sentially necessary that we should be enabled

to transport it on the lowest possible terms.

I would now offer a few remarks on the sub-

ject of the Common School Act of last Session.

It will be in the recollection of many of those

•vhom I have the honour of addressing, that a

great cry had been got up against me in Zorra

before the last election, on account of the taxes

imposed by the old act. But I would ask whe-
ther that principle has been interfered with

in the new act? Assuredly not. The great

principle of the former Act has been retained

and some alterations or improvements as they

were said to be, made in the details. I do not

believe that these are improvements. One of

the most important changes was the abolition

of township superintendants, and notwith-

standing all that has been said on this subject,

I am of opinion that it will be found abso-

lutely necessary to restore those officers. The
substitution of unpaid township visitors will

never answer. (Hear, hear.) Another alter-

ation was the requirement to keep the schools

open six months instead of three. Of course

all will admit that the longer the school is kept

open, the better; but it is cruel in the extreme

to tell penple who ere taxed for the support

of Schools, and who are loo poor to maintain

one longer than three months, that they should

have no share of the public money. (Loud

cheers ) I firmly believe that there are m«ny
school districts in the province which are not

able to support a school longer than three

months, and the late Act would inflict a preat

injustice on them by compelling them to contri-

bute out of their poverty, towards the support of

the schools of the richer districts, whilst they

themselves are not allowed to receive the slightest

benefit from the expenditure of their own money.

(Loud cheers. ) The whole principle of the

new School Act is to increase the power of

i:;c aupcrifjit;iiuciiL. i^u utitr i:rfiTtfi o^'*tt.'i mM(

the framer of that Act would have given us

the Prussian system if lie had dared so to out-

rage public opinion. Ho went as far in de-

priving the people of power as he deemed pru

dent. The spirit of the new Act is to cen-

tralize power in the hands of the superintend-

ent—that of the old, to leave it with the pi

pie. (Great and prolonged cheering.) The

hope that the

that they were, in a great jnoasure, deluded at

the last eloction. Tlie cries which were then

raised liad no reference to the general poUtics

of (b« country. My oplaions respecting Mr.

Burne, or Lower Canadian education, are not

of the slightest importance fls far as Provincial

polities are concerned. These cries have

been got up by interested parties, for the

express purpose of deceiving the public.

If I were disposed to gei up a cry against

my opponent I have opportunities in abundance.

When I came to Woodstock the other day I

was suprised at tlie alteration in the toll gates,

and on asking the cauao I found that it was

generally ascribed to the influence of the

County Representative. One gatewas re-

moved away from the town ;—the effect of this

was to enable certain aristocratic Gentlemen

to reach it without passing the gale, while at

the western end the gate had been placed in

such a position that those who never use the road

especially the Zorra farmers, are obligea to

pay toll. Nothing could be more unjust.

Then there was ihe subject of the Clergy Re-
serves valuations. When I was in office I had

an opportunity ef recommending District va-

luators for these lands. The principle upon

which the appointments were made was that

persons of each party should be selected, so

that none would have a right to complain of

partiality. I reconin-.cnded Mr. Van Norman

of Dereham, well known as an upright, honour-

able man ot great experience, and Mr. Henry

Carroll, who certainly had no claims on the

ground of his family connections to recommend

him to me. But I looked on Mr. Carroll as.

one who would do justice to bis neighbours and

hence my selection of him. These gentlemen

were engaged in the discharge of the duties

assigned them when news arrived thatall pro-

ceedings were to be suspended. It turned out

that Mr. Riddell and a Mr. Spragge, of whom
probably a majority of you have never heard,

had given evidence before the Crown Land

Commission that the Brock District lands were

undervalued ? I do not charge Mr. Riddell

with giving an opinion contrary to his con-

scientious belief ; but every one knows that the

biasofa man's mind is to think well of property

which he is porsonally interested— it is well in

known that Mr. Riddell is a large land holder

in Zorra. (Cheers.) And who is Mr. Spragge ?

A gentleman who has obtained a large tract of

land in Blenheim from which he has disposses-

sed the actus! spttlrrs; r.pd whn Ls, of course* «

most disinterested witness. On such testimony

were the sales of the reserves suspended ;
and

this notwithstanding the opinions expressed by

several Conservative members of l^arliament

as to the correctness of the valuations in their

districts ; and although Mr. Riddell and Mr.

S jragge thought the reserves undervalued, the

Brock District Council, having had the whole

I

I- ''li luiid a

i'ke Cii4

I'l! hunour

wi9 ii')t inJ
lit fu rnd he

ifB?Tio h
l-^ViNi;

t^^ieJ by th

wtiriin ill re;

i>«^-inter of i

Ute^ olcctei

liiHtitiilions

lliil milch e

ftlicw^d the

llie iu'provi

n|t hcl^ rei

tllcir h(in. g
of lose insi

1r. Shes

til nldt'it 111

\« s tlieyou

ii Jf hit hit

vv irking of

ttHt. Wh4
OiEt.'ictwac

ijcen pM (J

I luvemunti

f
lictble to

fropertyof

t f last yea

Mr. Mai
i residents,

V it h the n<

expresed ii

eJ-nmen' in

carried oiii

tlieir liberl

6. RiiTro

guard 01 oi

Mr. 7l^

next toast,

propose wii

member an
Slid as a C
give thein-

7. Civil
WOHLU.

Jereuiti

tl:at he liai

lio was sui

to by thn

was the Li

Upper and

remind the

a cordial i

sections ol

ourable gu
great polit

wn.5 one (

wished to

charges br

their nlleji

Governmei
practice ol

had ever 1

this Dihtri

the Magii

been clios

Rebellion

valuation

as an old

that Mr. S

value of la

quired a I

situation, I

in the hif

settlers nn

value cans

rent or in

occupatior

acquaintei

it had bee

though at

rriHJiirity tl

lecied tlia(

ciples, on
in'8)Buppo

election, n

the office

gistrate, i

mnjority ii

and on an


