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to extend the laws of the United States to the said

State," the said State of Louisiana was admitted in

to the Union on an equal footing with the other States.

This act was, in the opinion of your Commiltee, a

manifest usurpation by the Congress of tlie United

States of a power not granted to that body by the fed-

eral Constitution. The State of Louisiana was form-

ed, in countries situated beyond the limits of the old

United States ; according as tliose limits Avere estab-

lished by the treaty of Paris, commonly called the

Treaty of Peace, in the year 178-3 ; and as they ex-

isted, at the time of the formation and adoption of the

federal Constitutioii. And the position, which your
Committee undertake to maintain is tliis, tiiat the

Constitution of the United States did not invest Con-
gress with the power to admit into the Union, States,

created in territories, not inclnded within the limits

of the United States ; as they existed at the peace
of 1783, and at the formation and adoption of the

Constitution. Your Committee are thus particular, in

stating with | precision, the constitutioiuil ground,
which they maintain, because tlie doctrine, here as-

serted, has been confounded, sometimes, artfully,

sometimes, negligently, with the questions, which
have arisen, concerning the admission of Kentucky,
Vermont, Ohio ; or which may arise, on the admis-
sion of new States, to he created In the Michipm, In-
diana or Illinois territories. With none of which
has the question, now under consideration niiy

affinity. These last mentioned Stales and terri-

tories all lie irithin the old limits (f the United
States, as settled by the Treaty of Peace, nnd as
existing at the time of the formation and adojiticm
of the federal Constitution. JS^ow the Stale of Lou-
isiana lies icithml those limits; jind on this dis-
tinction the whole qnestion of constidilional rii^ht de

.

pends. The power, assumed by Coni;ress, in pass-
ing this act for ihe admission of LouisiauM, if acqni-
rsced in, is phiuily a power tu adtnit nrw Staler, iu.


