
the l>«i't ol' thil person lo il !.>.•( I laii^o ils iluli'/f< ; nml I iVIt rciiil'i'l

that 1 iiuj^hl have uclcd mijinitlcntly in not n cuiritij;' lo liiin on ll,o

point \v hen iMi'. Wood was lir.si (hou^Mit dl. I lliticlort.' took llu-

first opportunity nhen i saw l\Jr. I'owell not enpi^^cd in ('onvtrsa-

tion, to draw him asidf, and to ox{)rcss niy iiupc liiut there ucio no

objections of niomentjo Mr. Wood. He leplied thai thtMo were
such as had he beet! rnnsulted on his appointment wouhl not have

permitted him to approve it ; and on my prcssinj^ him to know
iheir nature, he put into my hand two papers—the one a letter from

JVIr. Wood to himself, ol'a very remote date, purporting to decline

an invitation he hail received Irom Mr. Powell, and reipjestin^ ad-

vice on the subject of some dilemma in which he (Mr. Wood)
found himself involved, the nature of which, however, was not de-

fined, and which ho feared would expose him lo much derision :

the othtr paper was the copy of the (^hief Justice's reply ; it refer-

red to proofs of friendship formerly {^iven, expressing great distress

at the situation in which Mr. Wood had j>laced himself, warning
him that worse than derision must attach lo it, and not encouraging
him lo brave investigation. Tiie nature of the business was not ex-
pressed, thoutrh something very bad was pointed at. The letler

began—" Dkak Siu," and was subscribed " Your fiilhl'ul

Friend." f returned the papers lo Ike Chief Justice with a remark
that there was evidently something very wrong, although there was
nothing defined ; and wo were inlerruiited by a summons that the

business of the meeting was about lo commence.
I have already explained to the Chief Justice, on his reading me

a part of the stalement now before your Excellency, that iliero

could not have been a longer interval between the two conversa-

tions above detailed than a few luinules. The Chief Justice,

nevertheless, I observe, slates there was one of *' some days."

—

The dales will show that only one day intervened between the ap-

pearance of the Gazelle, from which Mr. Powell first learned Mr.
Wood's appointment, and the meeting of the Bible Society ; and
I feel very confident that I had no conversation wilh the Chief Jus-
tice, either on Thursday the29lh, after the appearance of the Ga-
zette, or on Friday the 30lh, the only intermediate day, or on Sa-
turday the 31st, until I reached the neighbourhood of the School-
house, a little before 2 o'clock, p. m., when he first addressed to

me his enquiry on Ihe subject of Mr. Wood's appointment.
Atlhe closing of the meeting of the Bible Society, I told the

Chief Justice that I was then obliged toallendyour Excellency to

an inspection of the troops ; but that I should be anxious to renew
the conversation. I look occasion to call on him the next day,
(Sunday the 1st June, about 3, p. m.,) for that purpose. I found
him walking in his garden. I repeated what 1 had said before,

that there was evidently something very bad about Mr. Wood,
and which I felt I should have to communicate to your Excellency
as an objection to his continuing in the Commission of Claims,
but that still there was nothing defined or tangible in what I had


