
.Mora\, Knox. nucliaii:in anil olIuTs. forim'.l a Kii'a'^v of

Icariiin;^. ciniihint'il with moral eminence sncli as no tnlier

lonntry in ICnn>]K.- conld boasl al the time. The iinellectn-

al force.s of Seotlaml ranged tliL-mselves on the side of pro-

gress.

Sir David Lintlsay. courtier and ]ioet. lashed with

imsparins; pen the vices of the clerfjy. and his satires coarse

anil indelicate as they seem to us. were only l)antesi|ne

discriptions of the real rottemies,, of the clerical e.-tale. The
inllnence which they had in proniotin;; the overthrow of the

>ystem which he assjiileil is well portrayed in an old print

which represents hhn clothed in the insignia of his office as

I.ion-kin,s;-at-arms, .seated like a smith at an anvil, smash-
ing with his haninter the keys of the I'ope.

( H tin entirely difTerent character was the inllnence

wieliled hy John Major, one of the most learned men of his

age. .\l Clasgow and St. Andrew's he inracnlated the youth
of Scothmd with doctrines in religion and politics which
could only find their practical expresson in tile events which

followed, luirreii as was his ])hi!osophv. harsh and unat-

tractive his style, there is no doubt that he was one of the
chief intellectual forces in ])rodncing a change in which he
him.self was left far k-hind. He su|iplied the logical an.l

moial grounils for tlie siKial and ecclesiastical revoluti,)n

which followeil. Knox and Ihichanan received the germs
of their subsequent teaching from him.

(it) to the I'Vee [•uhlic Library anil pick up a eop\- of

lUackwood's Magazine—the face that gree:- von on the

cover is tliat of George Ihichanan. His name is siioken

with reverence to the [jresent day in the land of his birth.

He was one of the most 'brilliant men of letters that Scotland

or any other country ever jiroduced. His tame was world-

wide, and his influence upon the intellectual life of his

time w;is incalculable. He coniimieil for centuries ti> mould
the literary tiisle of his cotnur\inen. His version
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