
It whn lifcaiixe nf IhfRe rejireafinta-
tloriit. iml of ih« farl that th^
(iM|>iin*tlori iirliiclpally RnaAernt);* for
the iirojcct iiHkfil fur un extermlcm <if

tlmi" >inlfMH th*« projmitMl^i now before
tho ll'fUHo wiTP rarrlcd. that the
aKrffm»>r(t now Kiibmllted waa fntereil
Into.

I woiiltl like tu nny that, hefure th«
tJovernmenl oonncntfrl to ent^r Into an
airrcfiTii nt of thin mirt, every connldera-
tlon wan Klvi'n tn the varloim iiecllaDa
of the cotintiy affeited by the orlRlnal
projecj. We found that If we were to
comply with the re.in. »t of the Kettle
V'alley and «iibiirrlbe to the uiage of
the trackage of the V.. V. 4 R from
I'rlneeton to CoMwater, with proper
afeKuardi, we would be materially
aiHlMtlnv In the carrylnR out of tha
project.

It In Interesting to note that wb-^r.
the Kettle Valley Railroad T.^ned
neitotiatlonn with the Oovernment for
a variation of the aureement such a*
iH now provided, the only objeotlon* to
he nied were thoae emanating from
what la kii.iwn aa the Aspen Orov*
district. They came from Sir Charles
HIbbert Tupper, repreaentlng an Engllah
yndlcate which had piirchaKed land
for farming, and also from Mr. Bate,
a pioneer of Aspen Grove, representing
some sixty-two mineral claims.
A very careful hearing was gtv^n by

the Executive Council to the case
presented by Sir Charles Tupper, and
It developed this situation: That,
actlnir on the strenicth of the location
surveys of the Kettle Valley Hallway,
which had been located here and at
Ottawa, large holdlnirs of land were
disposed of In England to a very
powerful and representative syndicate.
In the brief filed by sir Charles
HIbbert Tupper the names of the
gentlemen Interested were mentioned,
together with the amounts which they
subscribed. The lands, although located
at an altitude of between three and
four thousand feet above sea level,
were held out by Sir Charles HIbbert
Tupper to be valuable fanning lands,
and attached to his brief are reports
from Captain Leader, a farm expert
who had been carrying on certain
experimental work.
The complaint was that this English

syndicate, Induced because of the
location of the line through Aspen
Orove to buy these lands, would suffer

considerable loss If tlie Government
permitted any di'Vlalluii from the
locHtlon which hsH hein lllrd. Hut In

Hililltlon to this objection It was r'>lnt«d
out to the AdnilnlHtmtlon. with con-
Klileruble emphasis, that a Ouvernmsnt
mnp, Isttued In 1912, hott; upon Its

U»'n<l IhU direction; "Lines coloureil
rtil. railways und«T construction." and
that such a line appears In the map In

the neighborhood of Aspen Orove.
• ''HitiHi'l InKlwIed that the Government

'vas oblltred. because of this clrciim-
Htance, to protect the purchRsvrs of
thlfl properly. The (|Uestlnn may be
iiskeil of the Government tonlicht. Is It

fair and honor^ihle to the public at
large, since there has been a location
showing the line through Aspen Orove
and ^Ince there has been a map printed
showing that line to permit a deviation
from the original agreement?

Before 1 answer this question. Mr.
speaker. 1 think It Is worth while to
emiuire Into the mattt^r a little more
closely The allegation Is that thess
lands were bought lo 1911. while the
fact remains that this map did not
appear uutll 1912. Not that this would
materially alter the case. The question
stripped of outside considerations
reaolves Itself into the question of
whether or not, assuming all th'S

allegations to be true, the Government
would be Justified in expediting railway
construction which affected the general
public interests of the country.

The House will agree that the V.. V.
& E., over whose tracks the Kettle
Valley will presently operate, is at
most twelve or fifteen miles from the
lands at Aspen Grove, in which thi«
Knglish syndicate Is Interested. These
lands are at an altitude of from three
thousand to four thousand feet and are
hardly In the nature of lands that could
be divided into small holdings with any
jrreat profit; but If there are farm
lands there of a nature sufficient to
Justify development. It will not be a
difficult task to find a suitable trunk
road system that will bring them
closely enough In contact with the V..
V. A E. and the services of both the
American and Caradlan lines.

I cannot believe that any Bngllsh
company undertaking to engage In a
businesslike way in the work of
(teveloping and settling farm lands In
the Interior of British Columbia would
approach such a ta«k and finally carry
the purchaxfi of lands to completion on
the strength of a mere railway location


