
MASSACHUSETTS. n

[lions 1 Iiavc tcroivpil fVom my royal ninstor, \vhi( Ii

liavc i>y Ills special dinclioii l)ccii laid lirfore tliis

court. I iim fully piMsiiiidcil, (hat to act any way
coiitrai y thcr.'to, alter llic many debates ami votes

Aviiicli Inve been upon tliiit head, \\o\il\ ratlirr

destroy than preserve those privlleires we jn>itly

prize.' (ienih men, I tiesire yonr serious considera-

uonorwliat 1 have hintetl, that so tin- important

nll'airs of the province yet lyini; lieCore you may
Iiave a speedy and happy conclusion."

This speech which, a year ortwonfler, when
(he prejudices aicainst the tfnverrior were at (he

heii^hl, would have heen excepted (o as irrcifular

nnd anlieipatini; matters, which it would have

heeii time enouiih lor the iroveriior to havedecl.ired

Ids sense of when they came to he laid hetiire him,

had now a liood ellecl, and the house, the same
diy, resolved that a new impost hill should he

hroui^lit in, and that the controverted clause in the

I'ormer hill shoidd be hit out, but in the preamble
to their resolve they make a heavy charire a 'ainst

(lie ciiuncil Ibr not concurrinf; in their fornu'i )ill.

" Wlieieas this house have voted and passed a

bill fjriintiny to his Majesty several rates and duties

of impost and tonnage olshippinif, in which was
included ow: percent, on iMiropean merchandi/e,

for which article or clause the iiormurable council

Lave several times non-concurred the said bill,

iiotwithsliinding all proper eiuleavours have been
used by this house to attain the same, whicli have
hitherto proved (riitless, whereby u consideral)le

part of the revenue, which Avould have accrued to

this |iroviiice, is for (his jircsent session foregone,

which also tends to the depriving (his government
of their just rights, powers, and privileges granted
by the royal charier, Hesolved," Sec.

The council were fond of |)eacc, and as soon as

this resolve came to their knowleilge, tlicy sent a
message to the house, clesiring they would not print

the resolve in their votes, as it would have an ill

elfect and would oblige the coimcil, in their own
vindication, to reply, although they wished that
all controversy between the two houses might
cease. The house ])riritcd it notwithstanding, and
the next day the council sent the following an-
swer.
" The board are very much concerned to find,

among tlie votes of the honourable house, a de-
claration as if the council in non-concurring tlie

bill of imjio^l as it «as first framed, had done that
whereby a considerable part of the revenue, which
woidd have accrued to this province, is for this
present session foregone, which also tends to the
depriving this govermnent of their just rights,

powers, and privileges granted by the royal cliar«

(er.

" This dec'arntion contains or implies surli j,

«h irtre as (he council can, by no means, sidfer

(III liiselves (o lie under, without asserting ami so-

le.iiidy decliiring their integrity, and they are

more surprised at the impulatioti of doing a tiling

which lends (o deprive this government of (heir

just rights, powers, aiul privileuc.s granted by (he

royal charter, because on the 5,'Jd ciirren( (he

board sent tlowii a message to the liKUOMrable
house, " tli'd they were always ready and desirous

to coiKMir with the hotmurable house of representa-

tives in such proposals relating to an impost, as

may not (efid to alter or expose our present happy
coristitutio 1 under the royal charter;" so that it

was from a sincere and just regard to the rights,

powers, and privileges of this government granted
by the royal charier, that the council chose rather

to omit the duty of one per cent, on l]ng!isli goods
for this session.

" That the council apprehended (he duty of one
per cent, on English goods allected (he (rade of
(i'rca( Britain, and so can-e within (he meaning of
his Majesty's late additional instruction is certain:

and l» ing ot (ha( o|)inion, i( would have been in-

consis(en( for (he board (o concur (he bill of impost
as it was sent up, however, they can boldly and
(ridy say, (hey have acted from a principle of duty
((» his Viajes(y, love and (idelily (o (heir country,
an<l have no(lung moreat heart than the just, wi-V,
and careful preservation of those invaluable rights,
powers, and privileges granted by the royal charter,
which (jod long contimie."

This conlioversy being over, the court was pro-
rogued.

Before the next sessions in November, tlic go-
vernor received a reprimand from the lords jus-
tices, the king being absent, l()r consenting io the
duty on English goods, &:c. by the impost act in

1718. This he laid beliire the court. The same
house which had so long contended with the coun-
cil the session before, for this clause in the bill,

now "readily acknowledge the exceptions taken
to it are just and reasonable." An instruction to
(he governor (o support (he surveyor of (he woods
in (he execution ot his oDice, which was com-
municated (o the house at the same time, was not
so favourably received, and in an answer or re-
monstrance occasioned by the governor's spp,.ch
they charge the surveyor with instances of very
gross mal-conduct. What evidence they had
of it does not now fully appear The govenmr,
by a message, desired they would not print theirj


