
I'hiiis, HTuI preparing hiii 6umuicr'd work for

tlic review of sueh ether Engineer as he waa
int'ornicd would probably be employed for tluit

purpose.
Tiie selection of such a person rctpiired care

and disciimination. It was indispensable
that an Engineer, not only competent to re-

port upon the line, but able, from experience
in tlio construction and working of Railways,
to check the estimates, and determine accu-
rately the cost of the work, should be engaged.
An American Engineer, whose experience was
derived from tl»e alignment and formation of

llailways through countries like our own, was
for many reasons to bo ]ireferred. Having
obtained an introduction to John B. Jcrvis,

Esq. tlic Chief Engineer of the Hndson Uivir
llaihvay, a gentleman of the highest standing
in his profession, I explained to him whnt was
required, and asked his aid in making the sc-

lectioa. For the promptitude and discrimi-

nation with which that gentleman responded
to the requisition thus made upon him l)y an
entire stranger, I am bound to feel trnh grate-

ful. The gentiem.an I was advisrd to select.

was E. J. Chesbrough. Esquire, of whom Mr.
-fervis, in reporting on his qualifications, was
j)leased to say that he was not only a pei-son

of experience, but " worthy of all confidence."

I have appended to this Kcport (B) a letter

from Mr. Chcsbrongh, written at my request,

and several extracts from I'liblic documents,

by which it will appear that from 1828 to the

present time, that gentleman has bfcn vari-

ously and almost constantly employed, under
or in connection with the most experienced

Engineers of the United States, in tlie survey

or execution of some of the most important
public works of that country.

Mr. Cliesbi'ough arrived hero on the 13tb

January, and proceeded at once, with Mr,
Wightman, to traverse and insijcct the line.

On the 2.5th of January he reported generally,

and, as his engagements in the States were
pressing, and as it was very desirable, before

Mr. Wightman's report was finally made up,

that that gentleman should cai-efully inspect

the lines of Railroad running through Massa-
chusetts, Mr, Chesbrough recommended that

he should proceed with bis plans and esti-

mates to his yfiiee in Boston,

Though some increase of expense would be

incurred by adopting this suggestion, the ad-

vantages to be derived from it were obvious,

and Mr. Wightman was instructed to proceed

to Boston in the steamer of the 9th of Febru-
ary, He returned on the iJ3d of February,

and on the 10th March handed mc the gene-

ral report and plan marked C. wiiich I have

now the honor to submit for your Excellency's
inspection.

Mr. Chesbrouirh's Report marked I), is al-

so submitted. Though dated earlier than the

general report, it is I)a8cd npon the working
plans and estimates laid before him by Mr.
Wightman, and carefully reviewed.

These duciTmcnt.s, wHI, ft is confidently an-
ticijiated, interest your Excellency, and con-
vey to the Lcgislattn-e and to the Province at
large, the must cnconraging and gratifying
iuformation.

The results, as exhibited in these Reports,
may be thus summed up. A Railroad can be
made between Il.^lifax and Windsor, with
practicable grades and curvatures, suited to

the speedy conveyance of passengers and
freight for jE.').'{(),CM>0, allowing for a rise in

the price of labou.—for £300,000, should
prices not rise above the ordinary rates of the
country.

Mr. Clicsbrough states that a gross annual
income of X30,()0(), or about £82 per day
tliroughout the year, will cover working ex-
penses, and pay live per cent on the capita/

expended. Mr. Wightman estimates the pro-
bable income, almost immediately on th

com]detion of the work, at £3l,8C5.
Shoidd the work be undcitaken by a private

Company, and these calculations be accurate,

tlie enterpri7.c would not only be free from
risk, but immcdi.itely remunerative. But,
should the Legislature step in, and, mindful
of the rights of the pid)lic over this great i.Iigh-

way through our country, determine to con-
struct it, by an issue of scrip redeemable in

twenty years, not only may the interest upon
the capital be reduced to 3| or 4 per cent, but
the prtjlits which cannot fail to accrue from
the v.ipid increase of travel, and growth of
population, which Railroads evciywfapro in-

duce, may be, steadily applied to the extension

of this fine chani of communication, carrying

it link by link through Falmouth, Hofton,
Cornwallis. Aylesford, Wilmot and Granville,

until the r hofc of that fertile valley, encircled

by the North Mountain, and rapidly filling up
with population and industry, becomes a su-

burb of the capitaj, and until the commercial
emi)urium of the Sister Province of New
IBrunswick is brought into such close connexion
with Halifax, that passengers can go thither

and return in a single day.

An account of the Expenditure incurred

under this Commission, marked E, is annexed,
and although the sum placed at the disposal

of your Excellency has been exceeded by a
moderate amount, I trust that the discretion

exercised in this respect will not be disapprov-

ed, and that the information collected through-

out the yenr, and now condensed into a mo-
derate compass, accessible to, and easily com-
prehended by, all who take an interest in the

subject, will be regarded, by your Excellencpr

and by the Legislature, as worth tho outlay it

has cost,

I have the honor to be.

Your Excellency's obedient

Humble servant,

Joseph Howk.

His Excellency Sir Johh Harvbt,

&c. &c &c.

Sir-


