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the refult ? Thai Jenkin Ratford, a defertw from His Ma-
jefty* Ship Halifax, one of the (hips named inthe Admiral's
Ocder, was found on board the Chefapeake. And that Wil-
liam Ware, Daniel Martin, and John Strachan, three defer-

ters from Hi» M^efty's ftiip MelampuR, ^a fhip not named
in the Admiral's Order, but coming withm the fpirit of it)

were alfo found onboard, and very properly taken out by
Cu)tain Humphreys. •
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How can Commodore Barron look honourfl|}ie men in the

face after a difclofure like this i Jt was in the open '.ew of

the Univcrfe, putting the feal to all thf* former evafive, pre-

vancatitig anfwers that our Officers had received on applica-

tion for their deferters : Nor can all the waters of Lethe
blot out the difgracc.

Ifthe American Government, had, inlincerity and good
ieith iifued the order forbidding deierters from BiitiHi fhips

to be enlifteC on board the Caefapeake, would not Mr. Jef-

ferfon have inftantly ordered a Couct of Inquiry, to know
why that order had been difobeyed, and to find out the cuU
prits who had dared, by their difobedience of fo falutar^r a
regulation, to involve two countries in a conteft, the great

inafs of the inhabitants of which fincerely wifh to be at peace

with e?ch other ? H ,8 any fuch meafure been adapted, or

any difclofure of the circumftances which led to this tranfac-

tion, been made by the American Government i. And are

-not many of the American papers loud in their complaints,

at the myfterious fecrecy obferved on this occafion ? Does
it ifot look too much Ukc a defign to pufh the public mind,

bli:>d folded, to extremities? . lyxK-fe^- •; " r ats***?' t*to

If doubt can ftill remain in the r ind of any perfon, wheth-

er Commodore B.irron- knew that the men who were tak^n

out of his fhip, were Britiih deferters, we copy the follow-

ing extrafts from their own voluntary confeffions : ! w^^fe't'^'

Jo^n Strachan, after giving an account of his defertion

from the Melampus, the firft of February, in company with

Ware, Martin and Little, fays, " they went to Norfolk,

where he, Martin and Ware, entered for the Chefapeake,

that ue knew the faces 6f feveral Englifhmen on board the

Chefapeake, but did not know their names, that Commodore
Barron promtfed to proteS him,**

fViiliam IVare^ fays, " that when they came before Coni-

wodore Ban-on, at the Naval Yard at Wafhington, he prorrh

s- :>S" till/ -


