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Ih brief, a part of tliefe colonies now feels, and .11 of them
are fure of feeling, as far as the vertgeanee of adminiftration can
infliA them, the complicated calamitio of fire, fword a»d fa-

mine.—We are reduced to the alternative of choiing »a -yncoi>-

ditional fubnufiion to the tyranny of irritated miniften, or te-

fUVdUce by forcc-^llie latter i» oik choice. "•-•'We have counted
thccott of ihis contclt, and find nothing fo dreadrul as yoluit-

tary Havery.—Honor, jiittice, and Itutnanity forbid us tamely to

furrender that freedom which we received from our gallant an-

ceilors, and which our innocent pofterity have a right to receive

from us* We cannot endure the infanoy and guiU of refigning

fucteeding generations to that wrerchcdnef; which inevitalt/

awaits them, if we bafely entaik hereditary bondage upon them.

Our caufe is juft* Our union is pcrfeA. Our iaiteroal re-

fources are great, and if necellary, foreign alTiftance is undoubt-

edly attainable.—We gratefully acknowledge, as fignal intiances

of the divine favour towards us, that his providence would'iiot

permit us to be called into this ierere controverfy, until we were
grown up to our prefent ftrength, had been previoufly^ exercifed

In warlike operations, and poiTefled of the means of defending

ourfelves.—With hearts fortined with thefe animating refledlions,

\k moil folemnly, before God and ifteworid docLrci thai ex-

erting the utmoft energy of thofe poiVeri, which oiir beneficiertt

Creator hath gracioufiy beftowed upon us, the arms we have
been compelled by our enemies to aflume, we wilt; in d^ance
of every hazard, with unabating firmtiefs and perf&'veranc^, em-
ploy for tlie prefervation of our liberties, being with one mind
xefolved to die freemen rather tHan tcr live flaves.

Left this declaration Ihould difquiet the minds ofour friend^

and fellow-fubjedls in any part of the empire, we afliire them,

that we mean not to diflblve that union which has fo long and
fo happily fublifted between us, and which we fincerely wifh to

fee renored. » Neceflity has not yet driven us into that

defperate meafure, or induced us to excite any other nation

to war againft them. We have not raifed armies with
ambitious defigns of feparating from Great-Britain, and efla-

blifhing independent ftates.————We fight not for glory or
for conquefl. - We exhibit to mankind the remarkble

fpeAacle of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without

any imputation, or even fufpicion of offence. They boaft of

their priviledges and civilization, and yet proffer no milder con-

ditions than iervitude or death.—«—
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