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berty, and of the Proteflant Religion. Thus
the Riches and Strength of the United Pro-

vinces may, in due time, be added to our com-
mon Stock, together with the Herring and
Whale Fiflierics, the Trade of the Spice-lflands,

and all thofe other valuable Branches which
they enjoy, and other Nations envy.

A very fmall Part of that immenfe Treafure

expended already in Defence of the Dutch as

cur Barrier on the Continent^ might, by ano-

ther Turn of Policy, have produced all thofe

defireable Ends. But if ever that Maxim was
true, how can the Dutch be our Barrier upon

the Continent
J

at this Time ? Not by their

Land-force ; for, the whole Body of that Peo-
ple, commuted at about two Millions, is but an

Handful in Comparifon of their Neighbours :

not by their Situation between us and our

moft potent Rivals ; for the Ports of France

^re much nearer to our Coafls. The Dutch
therefore cannot be our Barrier in any other

Senfe, than as a Maritime Power ; but how
great their Declenfion has been in that refpe^t,

is obvious to all Europe. Whether that De-
clenfion be imputable to the bad Conftituiion

of their Government, (founded upon Arifto-

cracy and Democracy, which are abfolutely

incompatible in Nature) or to the Fraud and

Treachery of their late Governors , or to the

Nature of their Harbours, which are too (hal-

low for large Ships of modern Built, are Points

well worthy of the Inquiry of better Judg-

ment than mine. But if the latter be the Cafe
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