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country. It would be utterly impossible for the

Hudson Bay Company to resist or check this tide of
western emigration if thus encoureged. That com-
pany, with all the hunters and trappers it could

muster, would present no stronger barrier to this

tide of emigration, than would a mud wall to the

swelling waters of the broad Potomac.
Shall it be said, that in the meantime the Hudson

Bay Company will be exhausting the fur trade, and
reaping all the profits to be derived from it? Sir, if

we claim Oregon only for the sake of its beaver

skins, it occurs to me that we have been shamefully
negligent heretofore. For the fur trade is diminish-

ing rapidly, and hitherto Great Britain has derived

almost exclusively the benefit from it. But, Hir, we
desire Orrgon fur purposes fur more important.

Meanwhile, as the fur trade diminishes, as the buf-

falo recedes, and the beaver is hunted out, so will the

servants and agents of the Hudson Bay Company
gradually retire, and leave us in possension of the

territory. Or shall this policy, which 1 have had
the temerity to propose, meet with the objection

urged with much plausibility and force by another
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen,] namely—that

our emigration would not extend itself north of
the Columbia river, or ntirlh of latitude 4J)°? I ad
mit, sir, that there is a great deal of plauaibility and
some strength in that objection; for, although it is

fanciful and chimerical to suppose (with that gen-
tleman) that the Hudson Bay Company can affbrd

to buy up our citizens like cattle in the market, at

the high price of eight hundred dollars per head,

yet it is quite probable that, under the existing

state of things, our settlers will in a great meas-
ure confine themselves to that portion of the terri-

ty south of 49^. But, sir, with all due deference

to Ihe gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owln,] I do
not care if they do. It i.-*, for all purposes of fu-

ture action aid defence, better that they should
They will be more concentrated, and consequently
stronger. There i.s land enough, heaven knows;
and tor many yeiirs to come there will be no crowd-
ing. And it IS certainly more desirable that our
citizens should for the present be as compact and
ronceniratcil as possible, than that they should be
scattered over the whole territory. JJut, sir, we
iire triumphantly asked by the e;eiuleman from
Geora:ia [Mr. Cobb] "what shall vvt- cain by delay

—what have we ever gained by deluy:" Sir, we
shall gain linie—Time, to us more precious than

gfeat riches f>r many jewels—Time, the tomb-build-

er and the ovcrlurnei ofihrones—Time, wlio strikes

the old with decreriitude and lends vi£;or and strength

lo the young. Sir, llieic is aiiotlitr "uxionmiic"'

fact which may be gathered tVuni recoitis of histo-

ry—and it is this: thtu nations, like individuals, pass

through the stages of infancy, munhodd, and old

Age; we see them springing up from small begin-

nings—mere germs as it were—growing up by de-

grees, increasing daily and hourly in strength and
power, until they reach the very summit of caithly

greatness, and "'play fantastic tricks before high

heaven.^' Then, with old age, come dissolution

and decay; and as in the human body decrepitude

and disease mark the ravages of tin e, so in ihu

body politic, corruption rears her louthsome

form, one shock after another smites the tottering

fabric, and each and every symptom dciliues how
siirely and how rapidly she is uescendiiig into the

tomb of ages.

Thus ix it with oupselvei and our haughty rival.

We are in the vigor of youth, increasing cvmy year

in prosperity and power. Great Britain, though she
may not have reached that period when we may
look for her speedy toppling downfall, yet she haw
evidently parsed her prime. She smacks of age.
Many gray hairs are discernible upon her brow,
and some symptoms of dotage are manifestly per-
ceptible; and although I will admit that old Joku
Bull is a stout old bully, yet, nevertheless, each wave
that dashes from the ocean of Time saps and under-
mines some portion of his wide dominions, whilst'
its every heave is lifting aloft this giant republir ot'

the western world. Let me not b« misunderstctotl.

I believe, if compelled to measure our strength witli

Great Britain, we are even now more than a matrb
for her, though 1 am reminded of a very sensible

remark made to me on a certain occasion by one of
my constituents, a man of gigantic physical powers^
and remarkable for his bravery, as well as for his
good nature. He had a neighbor, also a Herculea
for strength and prowess, who was constantly dis-

turbing him ifrith petty annoyances. He frequently
complained tn me of this neighborVs conduct; and I

said to him, upon one occasion, "Why do you imt
lick him? you are able to do it." "Yes, sir, (he re-

plied,) I knmc that i can lick him, but it will xtruiu

tie to do it; and 1 don't choose to undertake it until

I am actually compelled." Now, sir, there wa.s wis-
dom in the remark. May we not profit by it* i

'

know that we can lick Great Britain; but believe mt
it would "strain" us to do it; and we had oetter.

postpone it uiuil there is no alternative, and thm vr.

will do it.

Thus, sir, we .shall gain time by postponing thi.s

matter; and every hour, every moment thus «"'««<!

is of vital importance to us. And in reply (o the.

question, "What hare we gained by delay?" 1 a»»-

swer, we have gained this at least: we have gaineit

seven or ten thousand hardy emigrants in the dis-

puted territory; we have gained the advantage of
having demonstrated our title in the face of the
world; and once more, i repeat, we linve gained
time. Will any man pretend to say ihiit we are not
better prepared now to defend our rights in Oregon,
than wc were under the administrations of Mr.
Monroe, or Mr. Adams, or Gen. Jackson? Suppom;
we had suffered onrstlves at that time loliave been
hurried lioadlonij into a contc.'^t about this matter, does
anyone doubt thut we woiiid have jeojuirdizeil. if

wo had nut al).^olut( ly lost, the whole of the territo-

ry.- lias this lime, then, be^n lor^i ;o u.s? Have we
rested on onronrs for nothing? No, sir, we arr- \>^i~

ler prepared now than we were then, and we ss^wll

be/ii//_y pre[)nred in i>. few brief years. But 54* lulo-

men aak irlttn—when will we tie prepared to a;<s»Tl

our right.s? 1 answer, we are ready noic, if the worst
comes to the worst. We are ready to maintain
thtni by arms even now, if we shall be compelled u*
do so. But of this there is .no danger, if we piir4<ur

a wise and piudent policy. And we shall be mfiu-
itcly betlrr prepared when, at the expiratioii «>t a
few years, we .shall have twenty or thirty thoi;.<antl

liflcs in Oregon, and emigrants sufHcient to culti-

vate the soil, and ra.l.-;o corn and beef to rniuntaiii

any army we may s. nd to protect them. An .ifiiiy

which should be sent there now, would have i«>

subsist Ufion "muh; and dog"— [see FifmoncV ex-
pedition]—poor food lor fighifng men, I take 1.. sir;

but ill a few years we shall huve citi^-ens tiuie, ide
fruits of whose labors will mnintaiti any anny -Mut
to protect them. VVim; we will be ready, sti , and
then wc will strike.

^I'ut again, ii v. .is said by the ger.tlcraaft fdm-*


