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cent cause of his porscciUion IkuI been forced to marry

a nobleman, ^vlio had carried her to his castle near

Hristol. The friends cf Macliiu wade his mi^tbrtune

their own ; and one of ilieni had tiie address to be in-

tnuluced, under the chuiacter of a ^room, to the ser-

vice of the afUicted Aima. Ihc prospect of the ocean,

whicl?, diirhig their rides, extended before them, sug-

gest.il or matured the pLm of escape : and the pro-

bability of a secure asylum was opposed to the dangers

of a passage to the coast of France. Under pretence

of reccivmg benefit from tlie sea air, the victim of

parental ambition was enabled, ^viihout delay, to

elude suspicion, ^^hi!st Macliin, in the successful

conipUitioii of his anxious design, was equally in-

sensible to the particulai- season of the year, or the

portentous appearance of the weather, which, in calmer

moments, he would have duly observed.

'^ Tlie gradual rising of a gale of wind rendered

the astonished-iiiijitives sensible of their rashness : as

the tempest approached, the tliick darkness of night

conipleted the horror of the scene. In their confusion

tlic intended port was missed, or could not be reached :

their vessel drove at the mercy of the winds ; and in

the morning they found themselves in the midst ot an

unknown ocean, without the skill that could deteimine

their situation, or the experience that could direct their

conrse. The dawn of twelve mornings retur?ied with-

out the sight of land : when, at lengJh, after a night

of increased anxiety, as they eagerly watched the

earliest streaks of day, an object beumed on the hori-

zon : continual disappointment produced a querulous


