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the nearest point for depart tire to the \i,n\({

flt'Uls as soon as s|)rin;i sliouUl open. Tlie

stories of the C'liiikat and Ciiiikoot Passes

have ])een told an<l retold, with many 11-

Instrations. in the last twelve months. The
bowlder-strewn eleft of the ("hilkool. risinii

twenty-live hundred feel in two miles, a

terrible pathway over which unloaded ani-

mals can be driven only witli the f>:realest

dilticulty and men must bear all burdens

\ipon their shoulders, is. as a choice of

«vils, the preferred route of the cmiiirants.

Some typical scenes—the steep, narrow

defile filled with toilinfj men, and slippinj,'.

fri;jhtened horses urifed on toward the sum-

mit ; the abandoned outfits ami the men

and animals fallen out by the way—are

familiar to all readers of the current illus-

trated i)eriodicals. Of the disappointments,

liomesickness. <lespair. the weariness and

smarting under unramiliar toils, that the

walls of this mountain jtass liave seen, but

little lias been told to conii)aie with the

reality. With the worst ditliculties encoun-

tered at the very outset of the journey, and

the |)romise of five hundre(l inili's of

wilderness to be traveled beyond, it is

little wonder that many of the jfold-seekers

(piit at this point, and that the traders of

Dyea and Skatr'iay should be be9ou<,'ht by

hosts of discoura>.'cd prospectors to buy

their outfits at half the cost to provide tlie

means of return.

Tlie written history uf this pass, so re-

cently exploited to llie world, opens with

a traireily. It was here, in 1MS7, that the

miner Williams, who had traveleil si.v hun-

dred miles, from Forty .Mile Creek on the

Yukon, bearini"- letters and a ba^ of ffold

specimens, perished of liunj,' /r and expos-

ure. His truide, a younir Iiuliaii, succeed-

eii ill ffcttii.^ to a t.radinir station, briiif^inj^

the h.'lters and pild with his story of dis-

aster. In the last year the route throuirh

Ciiiikoot to the Klcuidike has been marked
by similar happeninp(s. some of which have

been trauedies on a far ureater scale. Of
these may be mentioned parlicularly the

disaster that occurred last spriiif^ near Cra-

ter Lake. Twenvy-two men. hauliiifj sleds

in sinyie tile over the fro/en surface of a

stream, were inu'ull'eil by the breakiiifx of

the ice and sunk from siirht before the eyes

of their comrades, who were powerless to

s:ive them. A recent tratfcily was that of

.luiie last, when sixteen men and women
bound lor the Klondike were diuwned in

Lake Tiindeniaiin. Tlicv had constructed
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