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Note submit tliis proposiil to ilio consideraiion of llio Senate, and request tlieir advice as to the action M'Licb,

in tlifir judf,'niunt, it nmy lie [irojior to take in roforonco to it.

" In the o;iilv ]i('iiiMls of tin; flovcninient, tlie iii>inion and advice of tlie Senate were often takru

in advano'u ujion iuiiioitant iiiicsiionrt of our f. rci^'ii iiulicy. General Wasliingtou rejieatedly consulted

the Semite, and asked tlu'ir juvvious advice upon ponding negotiations with foreign rowers ; and the

Senate in every instance re.s]Minded to this call hy giving their advice, to which he always confoiined

liis action. This practice, thougli rarely resorteil to in latter linu's. was, in my judgment, eminently

wise, and may, on occasions of great importance, ho properly revived. The Senate are a hraneli of il e

Treatv-makim,' Power; and hv consulting them iu advance of his own action upon important measure,'!

of forei'Mi policv which may ultimately come before them for their consideration, the rrcsidenl secures

harmony of action between that body and himself. The Senate are, moreover, a hraiu h of the war-

niakim: Tower, and it nuiy be eminently proper for the K.\ecutive to take the ojiinion and advice of llmt

bodv iu advance upon any great ipiestion which may involve in its decision the issue of jieace or war.

On the i>resent occasion, the magnitude of the s\ibject would induce me under any circumstnnces to

desire the previous advice of the Senate ;
and that dcisire is increased by the recent debates and proceed-

iu'^s in Cou'ness, which render it, iu my judgment, not only rc^jiectful to the Senate, but nei'cssary and

proper, if not iiulispensahle, to insure Larmonious action lietween that body and the E.\eeutivu. In

conl'crrinu' on the Executive thii authority to give the notice for the abrogation of the Conveiilion oi'

1,S''7 the .Senate acli'd publicly so large a part, that a decision on the jirojiosal now made by the Iirilisli

( iovevuuicnt, willioiil a detinite knowledge of the view.s of that liody in reference to it, might render tlie

question still more complicated ami dilhcult. of adjustment. For these rea.sons 1 invite the consideration

of the Senate to the jiroposal of the ISritish Cioverumenl I'or the settlement of the Oregon (luestion, and

ask their advice on the s^d.ject.

" Mv opinioii.t and mv action on the Oregon question were fully made known to Congress in mj

annual Me.<saj,'e of the 2iid of Decendier last ; and the opinions therein exjiressed remain inichanged.

"Should the Senate, by the constitutional majority reiiuircd for the ratilication of Treaties, advise

the acceiilance of thi.'' judposition, or advise it with such moiUlicalions as they nuiy, upon full delibeia-

tion deem proper. I shall conform my action to their advice. Should the Senate, however, decline by

snch constitutioiuil majority to give such advice, or to e-xjiress an opiuiou ou the subject, I shall consider

it my duty to reject the ofVer.

"
I also comnninicate licrewiili an extract from a despatch of the Secretary of State to the Minister

of the I'niled Slates at London, under dale of the 2Stii of Ajiril last, directing liim in ac(.'ord,ince with

the joint ivsohuion of f'oiigress ' I'onccrniug tlic Oregon Territory,' to deliver the notice to the Biitish

l^iovernment for the ula'ogalion of tin? Conveiilion of liie lltJi of August, ISL'7; and also a cojiy of the

notice transniilted to him for that ]air])ose, togellier with extracts from a desjiatch of that Minister to

the Secretary of State, bearing date on the ISth day of May last.

(Signed) " James K. 1'olk."

" Wasliiiujln)!, Jinv 1(1, 1840."

On tiie same day tlie Piesidcnf.s Mcssiifce wti.s considered, <an(l a motion that the

Mcssao-e ami documents comnumicated thcrewitli bo referred to the Committee on Foreign

Relations was negatived, as Mas also a motion to postpone the further consideration

thereof until 15th June.

On the i.wo ne.xt following days the consideration of the Message was continued, and

an amendment proposing the addition of a proviso to Article II was moved;* but

ultimately it was resolved on a division, hy -^S Votes to 12, that the President should

be advihcd to accept the proposal of the British Government.

On 13th June llr. Pakcnham reported to his Government as follows:

—

(\o. 77.)

" Mv Lord, " ^Vnsldngton , June 13, 184G.

" In conformitv with what T had the honour to state in my despatch No. 08 of the 7tli instant, the

President sent a Message on Wednesday last to the Senate submitting for the opinion of that body the

draft of a Conveiilion for the settlement (jf the Oregon (juestiou, wliich 1 was instructed by your


