
the Indians, and to die, three years later, on the western shore
of Lake Michigan, while Joliet returned to Quebec to report his

discoveries.

In the mean time Count Frontenac, a noble of France, had
been made Governor of Canada, and found in La Salle a fu

counsellor and assistant in his vast schemes of discovery. La
Salle was sent to France, to enlist the Court and the Ministers

of Louis; and in 1677-1678 returned to Canada, with full

power under Frontenac to carryforward his grand enterprises.

He had developed three great purposes : first, to realize the

old plan of Champlain, the finding of a pathway to China
across the American Continent ; second, to occupy and de-

velop the regions of the Northern Lakes ; and, third, to de-

scend the Mississippi and establish a fortified post at its

mouth, thus securing an outlet for the trade of the interior and
checking the progress of Spain on the Gulf of Mexico.

In pursuance of this plan, we find La Salle and his compan-
ions, in January, 1679, ^'"^gging their cannon and materials for

ship-building arouna the Falls of Niagara, and laying the keel

of a vessel two leagues above the cataract, at the mouth of

Cayuga Creek. She was a schooner of forty-five tons' burden,

and was named "The Griffin." On the 7th of August, 1679,
with an armament of five cannon, and a crew and company of

thirty-four men, she started on her voyage up Lake Erie, the

first sail ever spread over the waters of our lake. On the

fourth day she entered Detroit River ; and, after encountering

a terrible storm on Lake Huron, passed the straits and reached

Green Bay early in September. A few weeks later she started

back for Niagara, laden with furs, and was never heard from.

While awaiting the supplies which "The Griffin" was ex-

pected to bring. La Salle explored Lake Michigan to its soutli-

ern extremity, ascended the St. Joseph, crossed the portage to

the Kankakee, descended the Illinois, and, landing at an Ind-

ian village on the site of the present village of Uiica, 111., cele-

brated mass on New Year's Day, 1680. Before the winter was
ended he became certain that " The Griffin " was lost. But,

undaunted by his disasters, on the 3d of March, with five com-
panions, he began the incredible feat of making the journey to

Quebec on foot, in the dead of winter. This he accomplished.

He reorganized his expedition, conquered every difficulty, and
on the 2ist of December, 1681, with a party of fifty-four French-

men and friendly Indians, set out for the present site of Chi-

cago, and by way of the Illinois River reached the Mississippi

Feb. 6, 1682. He descended its stream, and on the qth of

April, iG
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