
Uegiment from Halifax. 1 think, in my last letter, I

mentioned to you the surrender of tSt. John's ; a few days

after Generals Carleton and Prescott evacuated Montreal,

with about one hundred and fifty men, the remains of the

7th and 20 th Regiments, with the staff, who embarked in

the Gaspe, sloop-of-war, and some armed vessels that lay

there ; they fell down the river till they got within a few

leagues of Sorel, where the enemy, by that time, had taken

post, and erected batteries of 2, 3, 6, 9, and 12-pounders

each. The wind not serving, the ships stopped there about

the 16th of November, when Gen. Carleton quitted the

Gaspe in the night, escaped in a birch canoe, and arrived

at Quebec about the 20th. Two days after, as we were

told, the pilots on board the vessels mutinied, and refused

to conduct them past the batteries ; and Prescott, with his

people, surrendered, with, I suppose about 100 seamen,

chiefly Canadians that were on board the different vessels—

I

must confess, to my very great surprise. Nor have I been able

to account for it, since there must have been some circum-

stances with which we were unacquainted ; for the pilots

might have been obliged to do their duty, and, waiting for

a leading gale of wind, the ships might have passed the

narrows with little loss, in spite of the batteries on shore,

or a floating battery, which, by means of a heavy gun,

might have been kept at a distance, and annoyed them a

little. Be it as it may, our garrison at Quebec suffered

considerably in the loss of the men and officers that were

taken. In the mean time, Arnold, as I before told you, had

taken post at Pointe Levy, with about 800 men ; not a

soldier at Quebec but Col. McLean, who just arrived about

that time from Sorel, from whence he had been oblijred to

decamp, with about 100 of his new corps of emigrants
;

about 60 of the Fusileers, composed chiefly of their recruits,

and about 100 recruits of McLean's corps, which Malcolm

Fraser and Captain Campbell had raised in Newfoundland,


