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Uat old. He T

Fitix. Huron Otto of Nortlheini.

Ilurvld. I liav« lu'uril of Win woiiilvrfiil jnowiss. Hut, you
liiivc n<»t volu•ll^afe^l iitinwer to my (iiicMtiun : Art' you in the

employ of IliUlebruiul 1

t'riij: No. 1 know liim not
;

yet know of liini.

Harold. And ?

I'riix. H« will miiko f(K)t-st(iolx of the mighty.
Harold. An umbitioun cliurchmun !

t'vlix. Vou aro afur tlic murk !

Harold. Henry UMM'ntul to IiIh elevation, yet ho lNlulk^4

him. hi eontrovention of John's oath to Otho, not to ele<'t any
future i>ontiir without the Kmperor'i* consent, he took the

papal tlironu.

t'vlix. \nil Henry jfave whieh only folly wouUt refuse.

Ills \cto would have percijiituted then, the »trujr}i;lo now
imminent. Hildebrand, in the hour of hin weaknes.t, detiud ;

lie will crush in the fullness of his strength.

Harold. More soldier than saint ! More militant than
apirituul !

ttlix. You ; know not his story

Harold. Passing little.

l-'clix. (aita L. I'.) A native of Soan;* in the realm of

Tuscany ; the »on of u carjH'nter

Harold. " Poor, but honest parents," as chroniclers say.

Felix. Ayo ! The Holy tihost apiwars to have a marked
preference for the cabin when Ho needs soldiers for the sanc-

tuary ! In early manhood ho made priestly vows, and entered
monastic life, at Cluny. A mission to Homo brought him to

the notice of Pope Victor ; who, attractetl by his piety, learn-

ing and keen insight, retained him as one of his advisers. The
great Leo made him Cardinal Archdeacon of Rome ; as such
he directed the policy of his predecessors. On the deaths of

Stephen and Nicholas ho was olTered the tiara, but de<'line<l.

He longed for the holy calm, the quiet swlasion, the repose
of the monastery.

Harold. He might have gratified his v' '

Felix. Orders ! Duty ! Privation ineasure of a
hero's greatness. On the death of Alex u accepted.

Harold. The dazzling ray of powci .;clled the wax of

humility.
Felix. No. The independence of the Vatican had to be

asserted ; the scandal of the election of Henry's nominee,
Guibert of Ravenna, prevented.

Harold. Our Guibert V

Felix. Your saintly Guibert. None other.

Harold. I must have had my head covered with a wool-
sack.

Felix. In the dilemma Christianity turned to Hildebrand.
The soldier understootl and obeyed. Henry fumed ;


