
urea ond aluo tlic naiuo poiiiilutlon to tlio tsvu

irovlnrpD. It \* ONtliiiatcil tliiit ttie |>»|itil:i'

tion to-dny iu tlic^ic two pruvliirc!! U iittout

.VN),(NM) Rouls. W'l' liavi> ihi iiri'iiniti> iliita,

lint wo ciiii (iroii'id pretty i-oiiililoiitl.v iiiioii

thii* lnruriiintioii. Tlip miHtiM In I'.mj; kuvu
to tlinuo ..'ovtliuiwt TrrrKorlo.'^ ii |>'>i><iliillim

<•! n llttl<! ovor DMt.rXK) moiiN. Sliico ll>iil

tlino, durtiix the KcnNoiiH of 1IH)t. UiOl', IIUKI

iind llKVt, tlio popnliitlnn, by lniiiil)crat!oii

alone, ling Iiicri'iiHcd by over l<tO,(HH) a jrenr,

no tlml to (lay we feel we are oii pretty safe
Krouiid when we M»y that there I* In '.hone

two provlneen n total pii|inlutlnn of Wio.OOO
nouIm, niid we enlt'niate that thli4 pnpniatluu
\» olioiit ei|nally divided between the two
provinces, ftUlnif a populntlou of a,^),!)*^) to
eneh.

SIn(C I niu up in the qiicstlon of iKinndarleii

! uliall also cdmc to another (luesllon, con-

liteted therewith, that Is to Kiy, llic demand
\\hU'h has been inail(> upiiii u-* by the pro-

v.Mre <pf MMUltiilia fur an exlcnsimi of Its

I muularirs, westward, norllnvard iiml i-.\'<l-

ward. Yesterday a nioiiilii;; paper In thU
elty published an interview >:lven liy llie

lion. Mr. UdRers. a nieiuber of the Knvern-
nient of Manitoba, upon this subject. I

shall take the liberty of referring to that
Interview of Mr. Kogers, sn that the House
wdl better understand the point to which
I am about to direct its attention. Mr.
Itiifjer.s hald In this Interview :

It U not a matter of agreement. We are iilm-

ply presnntlng tlie inmiiimous rvqueit of tlio

people of our iirovlnic for the extension of our
boumlarlea at least a* far west as Reglna and
north as far as the northern boundary of Atha-
baska, which wouM Include Fort Churchill, the

NclBon river and the territory tributary there-

to. ThU la no new request on bchiTif of Mani-
toba. In I'JOl a resolution was Introbu ^d In the

loRlalalure by Mr. T. A. Burrows, then a mem-
ber of the legislature and now a member of the

Dominion parliament. ThU resolution was sup-

ported by Mr. Greenway, who was then leader

of the opposition, now a member of the House
of Commons. This was accepted and supported
by the government of the day and voted for by
every member of the House. /^ similar resolu-

tion was Introduced by Mr. Robllo, leader of

the government, and unanimously carried In

1902. A further resolution was Introduced «t

the recent session and voted for by every mem-
ber of the legislature, In which action they re-

flected the unvnlmoui desire of all Manltobans.
Mr. Campbell and myself have been appointed
to come here to plead for what Is considered

by Manitoba to l>e her Just claims, before the

government who are the tribunal In the case

and whose decision must be final.

I rany observe that >lr. Rogers might

I'ave gone back much further than 1901 for

records of the presentation of the claims of

Manitoba for an extension of territory. In-

deed as far back ag 1884 a similar request

was presented to the government of Sir

John Macdonald. At that time the Privy

Council dealt with this question In these

words :

The boundaries of Manitoba were originally

fixed at the Instance of th« delegates from that

vi-n

pro\iti..' who lime to Ottawa In 1479 to a IJust

«ilih till' Rovernmi'iit of Canada the terms upon
»hlih .M.iniiotio was to enter the cintediiriiloii

o,' H^r Mnjei'y's Xotih American provinces

rti.' llniti* thru ii ;rei 1 to rml.raie an area
nf alio, It ti Vm.'wO a rn. In Ihi' yi>ar Wl tlieie

liiiiitt were I'lUargel and li rrltory added to the
**>-' and tiortti, !ii'it<tnn tlie totnl area of the

prnvlnro IiHOOO.odO ncrvS or UO.IM") squaro niilrs.

Th« further enlernetui'nl now aski-d tar by

Miiniloba would all about l-O.noO H'luaru iniiet

to the alrci iy lnr«e ar. a of the province, and
would be viewri uith disfavour as well by the

old provlncm as by the new districts of AsHJni-
bola, Raskatrhevtan. Alberta and Athnbanka,
whirh have been created In the Northwest Ter-
ritoriei, and which will ultimately become pro-
vinces of thr) Dominion. It would iarxely add
to the pxpcnae of the government, without In-

creaKing the reauurces of .Manitoba, already
pronounced by the government of the province
to bo Injufflclent to meet 11' normal and neces-
sary expense.
The committee, under these circumstances,

humbly submit la Your Excellency, that It 11

Inexpedient to alter tb* boundaries of the pro-
vince as prayed for.

Tlii^ answer to the reiiucst of Matiltoba
was a cate;:orlcal refusal. I may say that
there Is nn erorr In this Order In Counoll.

It states that the area of the province of

.Mnnltolm at that time was ITitMHli) sipiare

miles, whereas it was only 73.0()0. That,
however. Is not very material. Hut I want
to point otit that the rei|uest of Manitoba
DOW is one which could not be granted
exce|il with vreat dlttlculty. It would have
been far nicire easy for tlie government of
that day, twenty years ago, to have ex-
tended the limits of Mnnltuba than It would
be to-day. At that time the Territories were
still In their Infancy ; but to-day they have
grown to manhood, and how can it be ex-
pected that we shall take from them a por-

tion of their territory to give It to Mani-
toba ? If this could not bo done in 18SM, I

submit that there is still less reason for
doing it In 1005.

Mr. ^ruOlILK. Might I ask the right

hon. gentleman If in that calculation was
not included the disputed territory t>etween
Manitoba and Luke Superior?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. No, I think
not. It was in dispute at that very moment
But even If It had been Included, what
would it have mattered 7 We want to deal
as fairly as we can with Manitoba and to

give It nil the consideration which Is due to

her. But Is there a member of this House
who would advise ua that we should carve
out of the Territories which for thirty yearn
have been under the jurisdiction of their

own legislature, which arc to-day repre-
sented by ten memliers In this House, any
portion of what belongs to them and hand
it over to tlie province of Manitoba against
the consent of the people of those terri-

tories ? If they agreed to it, well ami good;
I would have nothing to say. But the legis-

lature of the Territories has more than tince
declared that they would not under any


