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number, while only as many score would vote against its

truth.

No sooner did the Council meet than regulations were

issued which gave the Pope the sole right of making

decrees and defining dogmas. To this the Council sub-

mitted. "The sole legislative authority," Acton wrote

on the I.St of January 1870, "has been abandoned to

the Pope. It includes the right of issuing dogmatic

decrees, and involves the possession of all the Infallibility

which the Church claims." "We have to meet," he

added, "an organised conspiracy to establish a power

which would be the most formidable enemy of liberty as

well as science throughout the world. It can only be

met and defeated through the Episcopate, and the Epis-

copate is exceedingly helpless." So it proved. But

Acton, besides aiding the minority with the resources of

his knowledge and the power of his logic, endeavoured

to invoke the secular arm. He was sanguine enough to

hope that, as the Pope had anathematised modern

civilisation and progress, the governments of Catholic and

even of Protestant countries would take some steps in

self-defence. The opposition in the Council, he held,

was "almost sure to prevail if it were supported, and

almost sure to be crushed if it were not." The change

of Ministry in France at the beginning of 1870, and the

substitution of a Liberal Premier, M. OUivier, for M. Rouher,

alarmed the Vatican, although the French ambassador,

the Marquis dc Banneville, declared that there would be

no change of policy. De Banneville was wrong. The

new French Government announced that if the dogma

were carried the French troops would be recalled, although

Cardinal Antonelli assured Count Daru, the French

Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the Council was purely

theological, and had nothing to do with secular affairs.

The threat, however, had no effect T' e Pope had gone

too far to recede, and the forces of the opposition became

daily weaker. There was no hope, and no future, for

those bishops who set themselves against the majority of

their colleagues and the head of their Church. Except


