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THE TOLL

In its annual report the United Sta-

tes interstate commepce commission

shows that in the last fiscal year the

; rallroads of that country killed 10 585
nj)u'ed 169,538, ..

t W "a yeat OF terrible war-
fare that would produce results more
dreadful than this;

More ‘to the" point, the ecommission
shows that .a large proportion of
these casualities are preventable. They
are due to carelessness on the part
of the railroads or the persons killed
or injured, to lavk of easily available
safety devices, and to inferior equip-
ment.

For instance; out of 8,215 derail-
ments, 1,877 were caused by Hfefects

of roadways, and 3,847 were' due to
defective equipment. In one sex;ious
case it is claimed, investigation
showed nine hundred and six rotten
~ties in_ a distance of a hundred and
forty-seven rail lengths.

Sixty-three per cent of all the ac-
cidents are ascribed to mistakes on

~the part of railroad employes. siere
. enters the inevitable human equasion
2 which will always cause casualties,
‘but which can be lessened in a con-
siderable degree by a process of selec-
; ‘tion and regulatxon on the part of em-
S p)‘oyers £
. The commissxon rightly points out
tl*at to. much . blame is_likely to be
attaehed ‘to employesy when theqe fig-
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THE PRINCE OF WALES from a photo taken since he has become
a student at Oxford. He is fond of .sports but his best game is hare
~and hoynds. The prince is a good runner and stands a long dlstance
better than the average. Oxford boy
-_;—-_—...—::—..:::m
some railroads have abandoned. an £
- which -all railroads should. berequir
to‘anandon.

The * interesting facts in thig; an:
nual report point to. the contluﬂons
that  while much has beén done to
i make railroad travel safer, it is still
far from safe; and that the railroad
‘and public authorities should beé giv-
ing as much thought as they ca.n to
the problem of reducing the rxsks of
railroad travel.

It is an mg thing that with the
public knowls dze that a large proper-
tion of railnpad accidents are easily
preventable, the death8 and injuries
incident 6" railroad travel hould con-
tinue annually to outdo the havoc of
war times,

shown by al ka af vicions charaeter,
‘mainly again mét’ ‘wwomen. Perhaps' to;i
these the budkshot gun is a necessity.
But while one warden and his staff
are devising new weapons, prisoners
a: the Guelph farm are working in the
fields, without a guard, “sleeping in
decent dormitories and staying on the
farm without the persuasion of force.

The buckshot method of prison dis-
cipline may have its uses, but unless
administered with great care it fails.
Scme .prisoners may be trusted. . Not
all should be treated.as Bengal tigers
instead of as men. Is it not nearly
time that a thorough investigation of
the penitentiaries = should be made?
The government might inquire, with
profit, into the methods of administra-
ticn, financial and  disciplinary. On
the return of the commission some
Jamending . legislation might “be. nec-
essary. In the “meantime one. may
réjoice that the parole systemis work-
ing satisfactorily under the enthusias:
tic supervision of an ‘officer so well
qualified by training and temperament.
for his position.

BILL BOARDS AS PE.ST INCU-
BATORS.

So many objections have been lodg-
ed against the bill "boards that it
would regquire much space to enumer-,
ate them;and as new ones some to
light they can oiily be notéd in pass-
ing. It has been discovered by the
New York Highways Proctective As-
sociation that the bill board, whether
cf -weod or metal, is. ‘an ideal breediug
ground for ‘many insects pests that
destroy trees and other -growing
things . The association’s workers
found,- when'engaged in tearing down
the disfiguring signs which for years
have made many of the state’s “high-
ways' me a.l‘ley wgya betwaen adve»xs

’UNNECESSARY
o e

An editorw,l in the December
Christian Science Journpal takes up a
newspaper report current some time
ago. regarding the fact that ninety-
'eight convicts in the New Jersey. state
penitentiaray were Christian Scien—-
tists. L.ater two Masaachnsetts men

i
qunsibnitles the commission . says,
the method of discipline and regula-
tions calculated to insure safety in
train operation have remained prac-
tically unchanged. In other words, a
large proportion .of acecidents are due
t¢ the faet that the railroads are try-
ing to.handle an enormously increas-
ed traffic with systems devised for a
much smaller traffic.

The commission very properly cri-
ticizes the railroads that “ignore con-
ditions of safe.operation in the eifort
tc bring fast trains in on  time.”
“Making up time’ is a practice which

“Night Work”

/Brings forth all lurkfug.eye defects The
individual approaching “‘failure age”’ will
first notice something wron ., when en.
gaged in night reading, or other nocturnal
work by artificial light. Gradually
‘bringing MORE light to bear upon the

- subject he soon finds the light needed is
-4 pair of good g!ns? gaper 1y-adjusted.

“This is Where WE comie in with the Hight
of our optical knowledge: -Can we help

ou?

Why do we Advertise

_accurately ground . lenses, eye
glass mpunts and spectacles ?
work - is

Because optical our

only business.

We do not
profession
line.”

make
a

the optical
mere ‘side

A glance . around our optiscal
parlors and a talk with us
about your eye troubles will
convince you as it has oth-
ers.

‘Safeguard
sulting

your eyes by con-

CROWE, THE EYE EXPERT.

Toric Optical Co.
36 Ninth Street Phone 1212

for

by
Headquarters

Evenings appointment
desired.

Fit-U Rimless Eyeglasses,
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that it so regularly from New York
to leerpool. Protechve armour is &
pecessity in 'these days of the per-
fected science of gunnery. One well

the passenger’ships afloat.
So it appears that all our depend-

years to bmld _and upon men who

to operate the countless electrical and
hyd.raulic devices whieh exist in dup-
licate u"pdn these vesmefs

Laying down
crisis
The

when there is no! ‘war.
ships ‘during an international

would not aid 'in its settlement.
only
“What is the difference  between
having a Teal estate agent for mayor
and having a ‘Thayor who owns real
estate all oVver the city?” This ques-
tion was?asked by Mayor Fleming at
the big meeting the other night. The
difference is that the one depends
upon commissions and any- monetary
excitement in values is to his advan-
tage; the other, the man who owns
real estate in all parts

only from .the true substant!at growth

of our nqssibilities.

.

_ FRENZIED DEBATERS,

‘When ' the militanf suffragettes are
again told that the. screeching and
scratching and other ‘frenzied® be-

for the ballot show.them to be alto-
gether  unfitted for: it,»will:they not
point to the ¢onduct.of i members of
the opposition in_ the debate Jjust
closed at Ottawa, and ask if it is
possible for hysterical women to maké
a worse exhibition than that? If Mrs.
Pankhurst were in the house we are
sure she ~would ‘" never so-far forget
her own ‘dignity, or the dignity of par-
hament a8 to comport herself as Mr.
Liemieux did in that debate. It ought
to be possible for the ex-postmaster-
general,” Mr. Carvell, Mr. Murphy and
their fellows fo- take a vigbrous part
in opposition, : instead of giving way
to peevithnéss and shrewishness. To
be out of office is doubtlesg as gall and
wormwood to a:band of politicians to
whom om(:e mearnt g0 much but to be
inuecqrous ‘and waspish will not avai
to get back info office. . The vote-
seeking women who, poured sulphuric
acid into letter Loxes in London.would
hardly be less self-~~ntrolled as mem-
bers of parliament ‘than those assocla-
tes ot § : wuma Laurier who poured‘

Anfortunates

when they went-to ml, and that all of
them were reached by the prison
work of this religious sect.

Few will believe that it was neces-
sary to make. this explanation. It is
possible that somie who read the re-
ports may have wondered at’ it a lit-
tle, about as much as they would if it
had said ninety-eight Presbyterians
or ninety-eight Methodists but not
much more. It is true that those who
gave it deeper thonght may have
wondered ‘a little more, because it
may bé that the Christian Scientists
work -at their faith snmewhat more
consistently than man™ followers of
many other: faiths.

But the average Christian Scientist
congregation, .as most’ of wus have

rere larvae that-would hatch
in time into destructive- pests: In
the, absence of the boards these in-
sects would have to ‘shelfer decayed
trees, and there would be hunted out
and destroyed by thei rnatural ene-
mies, the birds. Nature, however, has
not equipped birds with mills that will
pierce_metal, although a few million
years of evolution might restore the
balance in this respeet, nor does the
surface of a wooden board offer a
bird a secure foeting from which he
can delve for the hidden eggs or in-
sects. Im cases where metal ‘s,igﬁs
have been ndiled to trees-—and there
are millions of such cases in the en-
virons of New York 'City—it was
found that the insects worked their
way in through the holes made,by the

nails, and established  themselves

where they could not be reached by

the woodpecker. These results show
that the movement to. ‘preserve the
beauty of rural highways by abolish-
ing advertising signs along them has
a utiltarian as well.-as an aesthetic
value

PRISONS AND PRISONERS

Only twé and a half pér cent. of the|’

prisoners released on vpa_role under the
r'ederal act have relapsed into.crime.
Only one and four-fifths per cent. have
had their licenses cancelled for fail-
ure to report at stated intervals to the
authorities. This is from the annual
report of Mr. W. P.'Ar¢hibald, Parole
Officers, which appears in ths blue
beok report termed-the Report of the
Minister of Justice as to the Peniten-
tiaries of Canada. It is held by most
penologists that the great majority of
those committed to prison have been
“overtaken in a fault,” andiare not
of the habitual delinguent class, These
figures would tend to: support that
opinion. If it be true that more than
95 men out of every hundred released
on parole are able and willing to avail
themselves of the opportunity 'to be-
come good citizens, one hegins to won-
der if our whole penal system:should
not be recast on broader and more
scientific principles, comments the
Toronto News.

In the same blue book one reads in
the report of one of the wardens the
strong recommendation that the Win-
chester: carbines supplied to guards
for duty on the wall be replaced by
magazine weapons shooting buckshot.
The modern “riot gun,” he be¢lieves,
is the very best weapon to prevent the
escape of convicts and does not carry
with it the same €lement of danger
to ' the surrounding neighborhood.” It
must still be recognized that in every
penitentiary there are men who, by
the very nature of their offences, must
be restrained by the discipline of fear,

men whose innate cowardice has been

come to 'know it, bears marvellously
smah resemblance to material for a
prisd‘n population, and no :assurance
is needed that there is nothing in its
faith that is likely to bring its follow-
ers behind the bars. On the contrary,
we should - think it highly probable
that they -are as little likely to be
found enrolled on prison registers as
any other body of people in the coun-
try.

The Christian|Science Journal tells
what the members of this sect are do-
ing to reach the inhabitants of pris-
ons, and that’s interesting. Anything
like a defence against the supposition
that- belief in its doctrines tends to
land people behind the bars was ab-
solutely unnecessary

THE EMERGENCY

A do-nothing ' policy on naval de-
fence was possible in some measure
in the old days of wooden ships and
muzzle-loading guns. The impress-
ment of large ships from - the. mer-
chant marine was possible. The East
Indiaman of those times was not
so different in construction from the
{74-gun ship of the Royal Navy. A
few weeks’ work in refitting and re-
modelling  were sifficient to turn a
peaceful ship into a Thunderer or aJ
Royal George. Moreover, any sea-
man was gualified for sailor  duty on
the yards of a war vessel. Brief drill
soon turned a half dozen- of lubbers
into ‘a“capable” gun crew, especially
when the warrant officers set them-
selves to the task.

But today a battleship is a floating
school of practical science. ~ It iw
impossible to make a passenger or
freight - ship into a dependable war
vessel, even' if you crowd the decks
with guns. The whole construction
is different. . War craft are bullt to
withstana the strain of modern fight-
ing. In spite of hydraulic devices to
absorb in a. measure the . shock of
gun-recoil, it is certain that the firing

congruous by the_
‘are *wﬁ"‘&&ﬁh #in

their JQQ( figs’ op  thesubject of the
purity of : electlons On that subject
they profess: to. have sensibilities that
feel a stain like -a wound. This i8
what ' ‘tufns “their debating fury into
a howling farce. = When members of
the ring of peliticians who were at
the ‘head of Canada’s affairs for the
greater part'of the sixteen years pre-:
ceding 1912  make scenes in the
name of“election -purity, the country
nfust give way to Homeric laugter. |
When these politicians were dismigsed
from ‘office by order of the people an
end was made of 4 career of political
iniquity the like of which this coun-
try never 'experienced before, and, if

directéd ' shot®would sink the best of S

ence is upon war ships ‘which take two o

have been trained’ in_ other war ships| X

The only | &
time  that fhese shjps can be built is

lead ‘that the ‘British govern<|

of the city, _
must ;-ecognize that he can benefit|$

havior resorted to in their {struggle’

Al

| meakures brought before parliament.—
| Torpnto Mail'and Empire. !
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is. hoped, will - never experience agdin.
Monumental graft, systematic corrup-
tion, wholesale bribery and interfer-
ence with elections were vices habitu-
ally practiced under the late govern-
ment.‘ Its last attempt against -the
welfare of Canada—its attempt ' to
bargain away this country’s fiscal in-
dependence, and make Canada, @as
President Taft put it, “only an ad-
junct to the United States,” finished
ite“work.
{'But though they left office withva
brand wupon them, that is no reason
?ﬁ)y the late ruling politicians should
not mend their ways and try to do
their part sanely in the forefront of
an opposition. ~ To behave: like a Tot
of" neurotic persons is of no service
to 'the country and of no advantage to
themselves. It is’quite the jopposite.
We can understand, of course; that
the present government leaves little
opemng for rational adverse critlcism
ut an: oppesition’s ocecupation is net
ol necessity gone because the governw}
8ot is excellent. - In such a state of
affairs it is expected to -assist. the
zovernment in the work of improving

1911, Im retail prices, coal, wood, but-
ter and eggs were upward; potatoes:
alsé were higher. in . Ontario, while
there was.a downward movement in
flour, sugar, prunes and evaporated ap-:
ples.

ENGLAND'S LAND FORCES

Lord Rosebery,.has warned Great
Britain -against lightly ignoring. the
advice ‘of Lord Roberts. His less
enlightened associates are inclined toj
make party —capital out of. Lord Ro-
berts’ campaign by declaring that it is
part of ‘‘a Tory plot” to force con-
scription on the country. Lord - Rob-

the political parties. He is _a soldier
with ‘vast 'experience in mobilization,
organization and’handling troops - on
the field of battle. No one knows better
the strength of the opponents Eng-
land may be called upon to face if
weakness is allowed to court attack.
.He considers they TPerritorial .foree
too small and insufficiently trained
for home defcnee, though he admires

‘The equditionarytforce cannot.be re-
garded as a.dequate for oﬂ’enslve tac-

it by: outrage to! fles "ToBG approximately one: point. in

November, standing at 134.3 as com-
pared with 133,1 in October and 129.4
in November 1911, according to the
Department of Labor reports. The ad-
vance was due chiefly to higher prices
for fish, ‘textiles, hides . and leathers,
fuel and lighting, while Ontario grains, |
dairy products, metals, lumber and
miscellaneous building materials were
slightly upward, with western grains,
cattle and beef, paints and’ oils, down-
ward. - ‘As compared with the same
month last year, grains and fodders,;
fruits - and vegetables, were lower,
while animals and meats, dairy prod-
ucts, fish furnishings, and miscellan- !

describe universal training as con-
{ seription. The

them in barracks for two or three

themselves at their various trades.
eous commodities were higher than in @he former entails a

problem England ' has to face,
cannot be solved by abusing a grea.t
general.

Conservatives bhave a scheme to
offer, but this cannot be described as
conscription, hor hasit been adopted
omicially 'by the party organiaztion.
However, opinion on the subject is
formidable and there is little doubt
that a measure of universal training
will be championed by the Conserva-
tive party. ' It is hardly honest to

latter ‘takes young
men from their work aad econfines

years when they should be perfecting

|

the material and the spirit of the men. |

Ity

fortnight in

camp mry year: tor t@m yeute, and
the sacrifice’ of & certain number of

evenings in order’ tﬁaﬁ the young men
of' the .country muy b& ¢drilled and
| may. learn to. shoot ‘

The gacrifies: of ttmo asked trom
the able-bodied young ‘men i§ mnot
! serious.  ‘Such training would -~ not
mterfere with business or with. Hber-
| ty as does conscription, It 'works
i without frietion 'in- Ausiralia, while
l'in New Zealand th& oppoelﬁon 10 it
iis decreasing. = It‘embodies the’ prin-
ciple that no man: éan discharge his
obligations: to ;
Jpaymentoftamandtﬁat. ¢
service'is d tsim. 'l‘ﬁ?s ap-

spite of ‘this, also a previous waming
he'had received from’ the magistrate,
he ‘was driving the car on the 17th
conveying people to ‘and from’ the dif-
ferent polling booths, The detéudant
seemied not to unde’rstand the charge
or.at any rate pretended that the mat-
ter was not clear to him. The magis—
trate, however, conmdered that he had’
had sufficient warning and fined him
ten dollars and costs and ordered him
to imimediately take out his license. -
Two drunks fined $2 and’ costs each
completed the docket for today, which
was a singularly small one compared
with Saturday, when over ' twenty
cases were heard. Fa7

of 13-inch artillery is not easy on the

ramework of any vessel. It would

&

Turklsh prisoners of war. This pn,ture, taken at Sophla, shows a lon

rear by 'a:double column-of soldiers.

line of Turkish troops captured by the Bulgarians and escorted to the




