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EX-SPEAKER PREL.

Incidents of the Commons During
His Term of Office.

PARXELL AND CHURCRILL.

On Mondsy Mr. Speaker Peel an-
nounced his resignation of bis high
oftice. Oa Tueaday the Houss voted
him its thanks, and adopted an address,

raying Her Majosty to bestow upon

im *'some signal mark of her favor ;"
in other words, the accustomed promo-
tion to the peersge; and on Wednes-
day the “ faithful Ormmons " procsed-
ed to the election of his suoccessor.
Mr. Peel's retircment is one more
reminder of how fast the Parlismentary
sceno is changing. Siucs his election
eleven years ago, how many of the
volerans whose namss had become
housshold words have withdrawn in
oue way or another from the field of
Parliamentary politics? It was only
last year Mr. Gladatone retired, making
way for one who was all but unknown
when Mr. Peel first presided over the
debates of the Lower House. The
rise of Randolph Churchill to the lead-
ership of the House of Commons, and
bis tragic passing away, all belong to
the period of Mr. Poel’s Speakership.
8o, too, does the all but cowplete
triumph, and the still more tragic
dowafall of Charles Stewart Parnell.
How many of tbe younger men were
sll urknown when Mr. Peel assumed
office! An entirely new grouping of
Euglisb parties haa arisen in these
eleven years. In 1884 there were the
two solid masses of the Liberals and
Conservatives, and striving to hold the
balance between them the solid little
phalanx that stood by Parnell. Now
ou both sides of the House there are
winor parties and groups and sub-
divisions of the main bodies, till the
fate of Governments depends less on
the voting power of any one party
than on temporary alliances of the
partisans of rival schools of political
thonght. A state of things such as
thet which prevails in many of the
legislatures of the Coatinent is arising
in England, and the tenure of power
enjoyed by Ministers may soon be’as
uncertain as it is abroad. Then, too,
::er::nofproeodu?hof&oﬂom

ve changed. e privil of
the individual member hlg:‘ be::-cnr-
tailed, fixed rales enable the Speaker
at the suggestion of even a few mem-
bers to summarily bring a debate to a
close and precipitate a division, The
Speaker's office has thus become more
important than it ever was before, the
necessity of his acting in a judicial
spirit is more imperative, the danger
of his acting as a mere partisan is all
the more serions. Hence the interest
that attaches now more than ever to a
change in the Speakership, :

TRE RETIRING SPEAKKR,

Of Mr. Peel's own career it may be
said that he has acted up to the high
traditions of his office. At the outest
be was by no means popular with
those who had to bow to his decisions.
On one oocesion, if not more, the fierce
zeal of party strife led men to ¢
bim with partisanship. Bat there is
no doubt that in every cass be acted
for what be believed to be the interest
and dignity of the House as s whole.
In his own perscnal views a Liberal
Unionist, be has nevertheless beld the
Jjustioce

angry debetes that might
well have tried the tem ot.ﬁ“rn
bhas used

of loss judicial spirit. He
with stedious moderation

On Monday the Speaker made his
formal farewell address to tho House
in a brief and dignified apeoch. He
assured the [{ouse that in all his aots
he had thought only of itz permanent
interest. He had not been conscioualy
awayed by personal or party feeling.
It be hed failed in any way, orif he
had given offence to anyone, he truated
that it would now be forgiven and
forgotten. He bad to thauk men of
all partios for their kindly forboarance,
their unwavering help. He truated
that, whatever might be the chauges
in the formal rules of the House, ity
unwritten traditions, its great law of
mutual courtesy, would never fall into
desustude. ‘*1 wish to speak,” he
said, ‘'not with the brief remnsat of
authority left to me, with the sands of
my official life rapidly runaing out. I
would rather speak as s member of
thirty years’ experience in this House
epeaking to his brother mombers and
comradas, if I may term them wso. 1
would fain hope that by the co-opers-
tion of all its members this House
sy continue to be the patiern and
the model of foreign nations and of
those great peoples who have left our
shores, and bave carried our blood, our
race, our language, our institutions,
and cur habits of thought to the utter-
most parts of the earth. I would fain
indulge in the belief and in the hope,
and, as I speak, with the traditions of
the House and its glorious memories
crowding upon me, that hope and the
belief become more emphasized —
though with that hope and belief I
would couple the earnest but bumble
prayer—that this House may bave
centuries of honour, of dignity, of use-
fulness before it, and that it may con-
tinue to hold not a prominent only,
but the first aud foremost position
amovg the legislative assemblies of the
world.” Theee eloguent words were
addressed to a fitting audience. Not
since the day when Mr. Gladstone
introduced his llome Rule Bill wero
the House and its galleries so well
filled, and as soon as the cheers that
grested the peroration had subsided,
Sir William Harcourt and Mr. Balfour
rose to aunounce that they would noxt
day move that the thanks of the Houee
should be given to the Speaker, and
both took sdvantage of the cocasion to
express at once the general regret that
failing health should be the reascn for
Mr. Peel's retiremont.

Oue of the largest parishes of Cath-
olics in the country must be the Holy
Fanily of Chicago, which is served by
the Jesuits. The New World of that
city sesertsthat within ita limits resides
a Catholic population that must count
up fally 25,000 souls. ¢ This means.”
adds our contemporary, “6000 families,
and the responsibilities of the good
priests can well be imagined. The
church bas 23 priests attending these
26,000 people, and 10 of them are ex-
clusively engaged in active work among
the le.” Some idea of the work
that devolves upon the priests of this
church may be estimated fm:ﬂ thel%
that during the past year nearly
baptisms took blace in the parish, while
the marrisges numbered 323, and con-
fessions that were heard counted uwp
nearly 290,000,

The diocess of Wheeling suffered »
grevious loss by the death last week of
the venerable Fathor Parke, who beld
the post of vicar-gemeral in that epis-

and in past yeers has acted as

the administrator of the diocese.
Moonsignor Parko was well advanced in
ears, which fact makes the nature of
lh death—be was killed by the ool-
beeling which

LE NIIL T0 HUNGARY.

A Letter of S8ympathy with the
Oatholic Party.

A GOUD WORD FOR THE CATHOLIC
PRENS,

His Holiness Popo Lo XIII, has
addressed u lettsr, of which the follow.
ing isa translation,to Count Fordinand
Zichy, who, with Count Esterhiazy, is
leader of the new Catholio People's
Party in Hungary :—

Dxar Sox axp Most None Lorn—
You and the llungarian people know
with what intercat and solicitude We
have observed all that has takon place
lately in Hungary in reference to the
cause of religion. We regret deeply
that Catholicity, which hag flourished
amongst you since the days of St.
Stephen, should be attacked, and with
such a cunning as exposes it to grave
danger. Thisis why that, according
to the duty of Our Apostolic charge,
and urged on by the spectal affection
which We bhave for you, We have
taken care to excite the people of
Hungary to take up the defence of the
Catholic religion. Wo experience to-
day a lively satisfaction at recognising
publicly the large numbers who have
courageously responded to our appeals.
\We hiave been particularly pleased to
learn that a new Catholic Party has
been constituted to defend the rights
of the Church and the spirit of re-
ligion in 1uugary in Parliament,

We are extremely glad that the
divection of this Association lias been
eonfiled to you, dear son, to you and
to the Most Noble Count Nicholas
Maurice listerhazy. We have full
confidence that under your direction
the hopes that the activo devotion of
the Catholics inspires Us with will be
realised. The respectful and affection.
ate letter that you have addressed to
Us gives the best testimony of the
generous feelings with which you are
animated in your noble enterprise,

We fully approve of the foundation
announced by you of new journal, en-
titled Fzjermegyei Naplo, to support
Catholic interests ; since you and your
fellow-workers engage yourselves to
never set aside the advice and author-
ity of the Bishops, and to faithfully
observe the recommendations that they
have always given to journalists—that
is, to observe charity and moderation
of langumge, respect for constituted
authority complete agreement with the
episcopacy, and especially with the
Apostolie See.

Follow then, courageously the sug-
gestions with which love of country
and the grandeur of the religion of
your fathers inspire you !

In order that your enterprise may
prosper under the protection of the
Immaculate Virgin, Patroness of Hun-
gary, We give you and the Count
Esterhazy most affectionately, as well
as all your associates, the Apostolic
Benediction.

Given at Rome, ncar St. Peter's,
Gth March, 1895.

Lo XIII.

The Catholic educational movement
has amerted itself anew down in Louis-
ians, where it is now announced that a
Catholic winter school, modelled on
the plan of the Plattaburg and Madison
schools, will be held next spring, at
New Orleans. It is the intention of
the projectors of this southern school
to have its sessiony held immediately
following the carnival, which is annual-
ly obeerved with great ceremony in the
Cresent City ; and the firat limit fixed
for the duration of the seesions is three
woeks. The plans of the school are on
the same general model of the one that
has for the pest fow years Leen %0
saccemfully conducted on the shores of
Lake Champlain, and a counterpart of
which is to be inaagurated this year at
Madison, out in Wisconsin.

THANKED BY THE CARDINAL

A Plitsburg Preshylerian Minlster Who
Defended His Eminence From Attack,

Prrrsnunc, April 14,—Laat Sunday
Rev. J. 1. McOrory, pastor of the
Third United Presbyterian Church, of
thin city, preached a sermon in which
he severely criticized Cardinal Gibbone’
sormon of March 29¢h last, in which
sermon the Cardinal condemned the
ex-priests of the Oatholic Church who
bad proved to be unworthy, who hsd
deserted the Church and were travel-
ing about the country attacking it.
Rev. Mr. McCrory, in his vermon, said
the Cardinal justified the suspicion of
corruption in his Ohurch, and con-
fesscd that every prieat who leaves it
speaks against the character of its
priesthood. o also alleged that the
Oardinal oxcused and encouraged
violence, and he made the strong
assertion that *the Oardinal puts
Ohristianity to shamo before the world"
“ He claims,” said Mr. McCrory, ¢ to
represent the Iargost body of Ohristians
in the world, and yet he has only soft
words for men whe would have mur-
dered if they had not beeu restrained
by bayonets.”

On Wednesday last Rev. E. R.
Donehoe, pastor of the Eighth Presby-
terian Church, of this city, took Rev.
Mr. McCrory to task for what he
called an unwarranted attack on the
Cardinal.. Rev. Mr. Donehoo also
wrote Cardinal Gibbons, saying he
hoped the Oardinal would uunderstand
that the sentiments expressed by Mr.
McCrory were not those of the Protes-
tant body or aay considerable part of
it. Speaking from a Protestant stand-
point, Mr. Donehoo said : ** Whea we
have to put words into your moutn
that rou do not utter, and attribute to
you expressions you did not use, hav-
ing no other argument, we had better
keep quiet.,” Rev. Mr. Doneboo re-
ceived the following reply from Cardi-
nal Gibbons yesterday :

OArDINAL'S RESIDENCE,
403 North Charles street.

The Rev, E. R. Doneloo,

Dgar Sik—I beg to scknowledge
the receipt of your letler and the
enclosed newspaper clippings. Your
ready response to the alanderous attack
of the Rev. Mr. McCrory is, I assure
you, greatly appreciated. Your gen-
erous action, prompted spontaneously
by a sense of justice and truth, com-
pels my sincere, gratolul acknowledg-
ment. Thbat the attach of the Rev.
Mr. McOrory is unjust must appear
evident to any one who reads my ser-
mon, & copy of which, taken from the
Catholic Mirror, of Baltimore, I send
to you. This uvjustifiable miscon-
struction of another's words and
motives indulged in by the Rev. Mr.
McCrory is unworthy of any honest
wan, The offence is only aggravated
when committed by one who is a leader
of others, who professes to teach the
doctrine of truth and charity. I am
bappy to think that this man is not a
fair specimen of the Christian preach-
ers. Tho knowledge that I have from
a personal acquaintance with reverend
gentlemen of every denomination con-
vinoes me that the Rev. Mr. McCrory
is an unfortunate exception in a body
of honorable and respectable Christians.
I am glad you recall the occasion when
I had the pleasure of making your
acquaintance, and I trust an oppor-
tunity will soon be afforded mo of ro-
newiug that scquaintance and acknow-
ledging in person your graceful act of
justice and charity. . .

Faithfully yours in Christ,
Jaxus CARDINAL Ginnoxs,
Baltimore, April 12, 1895,

Little seli-denials, little hooesties, little
pessing word of nra‘rtthy. little nameless
acte 3kindu-. ittle silent victories over
favourite tem —these are the sileat
threads of gold which, whea woven together

loam out 90 brightly in the pattera of life
tﬁu& God approves.—F, W. Farrar, D.D.



