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From umo to titu, since the day of
her Assumpuon into Heaven, sho
Glorious Mother of God has deigned
to refresh this weary ofcth of ours
with hor bouuteous piesenco ; and
nomes of tho sauctuaries fuuuded to
commemorate theso various appari-
tions are famous throughout Christen-
dom. Dear to the hearts of the faith-
ful aro the shrinea of Our Tady of
(Gennezano, uf Savuna, of Monte Pul.
covera, of tho Garde, and of La
Salotte ; nor have these favors of the
Queen of Hoaven beon confined o any
ginglo nution. The love of the mother
embraces all her childron. As we
should expect, Italy, the home of the
vicar of Mary's Son, holds the first
place in the recorded number of these
colestinl favors. ‘Ther comes France
—the oldest duughter of tho Church.
But Germany can boast of its shrine
of Our Lady of Kevelaer ; Switzerland,
its Einesleden ; Spamn, of Montserrat ;
Moexico, of Guadalupe ; and even poor
England hss bad its shrines of our
Lady. The faithful of that herosy-
darkeped land con recall, with mingled
foelings of joy and sorrow, the fact of
the apparition of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel to it.

of the Brown Scapular.

But Mary reserved for France and
for cur own day her crowning favor,
i the appantion, or rather series of
apparitions which she designed to
vouchsafe at Lourdes in the year 1358,

Let us hsten to the msjestic sum-
plicity with which the Roman Breviary
tells thus wondrous ttory. It may be
almost called tho oflicial sccount given
by the Catholic Church of thoss pro-
digies, and it will be so read in the
ages to come by the clergy yet unbora,
when, please God, we shall be gazing
upon her glorious countenance, whose
praises are here recited. Perhaps in
the centuries that are to follow the
faithfal will envy us who lived in the
timewhen events 8o wonderful ocourred
and will think—surely God and His
mother secmed nearer the earth in
those days, than ip common-place
later times.

In the fourth year after the dog-
matic definition concerning the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin, the ‘Yirgmn Liersolf appeared
meny times af the grotte of Massa-
biclle, on the bank of the river Gave,
near Lourdes, in the dioceso of Tarbss,
to s very poor, but honest and pious
child, pamed Bernadette. The Im-
maculate Virgin was of youtbfu! and
kind countenanco ; she was clothed in
o snow wkite robe, over which wasa
veil of the like whiteness. She was
girdled by s blue cincture, and golden
roses adorned her bare feet. On the
first day
the 11th February, 1858, she tanght
the child by her example to make the
gign of the cross correctly and piously,
and to recite the holy Rosary, passing
through her fingers a chaplet, which
at first was cuspended from her arm :
this she also did m the succeeding
apparitions. On the gecond day of the
appanuon, Bernadette, fearing a dia-
polical illusion.
upon cho Blessed Virun. But Mary,
gmiling. slightly,
kindly upon her. When for the third
time the Virgin appeared ehe asked
the child to go to the grotto every day
for fiftecn days. During these days

the Tmmaculato Virgin frequently con-.

vorsed with Bernadetto, exhorted her

to pray for sinners, to kiss the ground.

for them., and to do penance. She
commanded her to tell thé priests that
they should build a chapel for her
there, und go thither mn solemn pro-
cesson. She directed tho child to

drink of the water of a fountain which'

as,yet was hidden in tho earth; but
was so0on to be burst forth, and to wash

s

Simop swck, and of
tho consequent wide-spread adoption.

of tbo apparition, which was.

gprinkled holy water.

looked still more.

thersin. Tinally, on tho foast of

-the Annunciation, Bernadotto, having

most carneatlir begged to know her
name with whoso presenco she had
beon so often fovored, tie Virgin,
joining her hands beforo her breast,
and raising her eyen towards Heaven,
answored . * I am the Immaculato
Conooption.”

Tnis is the first of the listoric lessons
of the oflico of the feast, and contains
a bricf sosount of the appariion  The
nost two lessons relato the rosults of
these morvels.

The Broviary cortinues * * The ro-
port of the grace which tho faithful
were said to have recaived at the sacrod
grotto, spreading widely, inoreased
daily the multitude which the sanotity
of the place hnd already gummened.
Accordingly, moved by tho report of
tho miracles wrought, ond by tho
innocencoof Rornadetto, the Bishop of
Tarbes, four yearr after tho events ro-
lated, having made a judicisl enquiry
into tho owwoumstances, declared the
apparitions o be supernatural, and
pormitted tho veneration of the Im-
maculate Virgin at the grotto. Soon
a chapel was bult; from that day
almost innumerable multitudes of the
faithul go tbither yearly, in fulfilment
of vows, or to obtain favors,’ from
France, Bolgium, Italy, Spain and
othor countries of Enropo, asalsofrom
the distant shores of America, and the
pame of our lmmaculate Lady of
Lourdes 18 ceclebrated throughout the
whole earth, The water of the foun-
tain brought to all parts of the world
restores health to the sick. The
Catholic world, mindful of such great
benefits. has buile & magnificent
temple there. lunuosisrable banners,
tokens of favors recerved, sont thither
by cities and by nations, decorate tho
Oburch of Our Lady in & most splendid
manner. Here, as if on her throne,
the Immaculate Virgin is continually
honored ; in the daytime by prayers,
by hymns, and solemn ceremonies * at
might by those sacred processions in
which vast crowds of pilgrims walk
with lighted tapers and torches, sing-
ing the praises of the Blessed Virgin.

1t is evident to all how pilgrimages
of this description have increased
fajth growing cold in this century;
how they have given couragéto pro
fess the Chnstian law, and how mar-
vellously they have promoted devotion
to the Immaculate Virgin—in which
wondorful profession of faith the
Cbristian people have had a8 their
leaders priests, Whu cunduct  their
flocks to the shrine. Bishops, too,
frequently go to the sacred spot, are
at the head of the pilgrimsges, and
proside at the more solomn functions.
Nor is it rare to see even Cardinals
going o Lourdes in the humble guise
of pilgrims. The Roman Pontiffs
themselves, 1 accordance with their
devotion to the Immaculate Lady of
Lourdes, have enricked the Ohurch
with mostnoblo gfts. s IX. gave
to the Church at the grotto the privi-
leges of an Arch-confraternity. indulg-
ences, and the title of a minor Basi-
lica. By his Apostolic Legate in
France be crowned with solemn rito
the image of the Mother of God
venerated at Tourdns.

Leo M111. gave innumerable privi-
leges to the Basilica, such as indulg-
ences 1n the form of a Jubiles on the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the appari
tion, promoting by bis words and his
authority pilgrimages to the shrine,
and causing to be golernly dedicated
in hie name the Church of the Rosary.
Theso favors he further amply in
creased when, ot the request of many
Bishops. ho permitted that & solemn
foast, with special office and Mass,
ghould annuslly be celebrated ander
the title of the Apparition of the
Blessed and Immaculato Virgin Mary,

Such is the account of the appari
tion of our Lady of Lourdes s given
by the Roman Breviary.

When wo realize that the ever
Blessed. Virgin Xary, Mother of God,

did actually appoar upon this- carth in
our own. day, With what smotions wo
aro flled ! Ca that morning, 11th
Fobruary, 1858, this world boro tho
samo toil-worn ng oarance whioh it
has now. Moen talked in Pans of the
polioy of the Emperor, of wars, or of
now operas. Qloomy London’s stroets
wore busy as at prosent with traffio.
In Now York stock-broking and spoou-
lating woat on s on other days, and
yot tho greatost of-God's orcaturcs,
tho Queen of tho Universe, wasupon
our carth. Porkaps at-this-Mass that
morning the oly Pontiff, Pius X,
folt some unusual turill of joy, not
divining the cause, not knowing that
tho sweot mother whom he, of all the
Popes, had most hi?hly honored was
about to confirm.with hor own blessed
lips tho infallible oracle pronounced by
him but a fow years before.

Oh how dull this world seems when
we think of tho bright Paradisc where
Mary reigns as Quoon. How wo long
for the time to come when wo shall 80
that vision of lovliness, not for a fow
minutes, a8 Bornadetts saw her, but
for o long and gladsoms cternity. How
often are spiritual beings near us, and
we are unconscious of their presenco.
Absorbed in our work, our pleaguros,
or our cares, wo heed not, we do not
think of the unseon world which i8 all
the while so close to us.

1818 now at tho begunning of Lent,
that our Mother appeared: at Lourdes.
She told the listle Bernadette to pray
for sionera—to do penance, and 1o
kiss the ground for them. If we cannot
fast or porform great austerities, we
can at loast do so much. Our Lady
did not exhort to heroio -deeds of
penance. Can we not do what ahe
desires ? If small acts of penance sesm
too trivial, why, then, try great ones,
but let us not altogether put away
from us the spirit of penance. Pride
isat the root of so many sins, if not
of all. Little acts of humility —
humility carzied to what wonld seem
to the proud intellect childishness—

contain within them & mighty avtidote-

against the power of the ovil spirit.
Whose cry has beea from the begin-
ning : * I will not serve.”

Personalities.

——

Keoep clearof personalitica in genoral con-
versation. Talk of things, objeots, thoughts.
The smallcat minds oocupy themsolves with
g:mmlitios. Perronalities must sometimes.

talked, bscause wo have to lcarn and find
ount men's characteristics for legitimato ob.
jecta: but it is to bo with confidentisl persans.

ono% nocdloesly report ill of othera, There
are timss when wa are compelled to say, ** I
do oot think Bounoer is a true aund honeat
man ;" but when there is no noed to express
an opinion, let poor Bouncer alone. Others
will tako his maasure, nodoabt,and ssve you
the tronble of analyzing him and instruot-
ing thom. And,safaras posaible, dwell o
the ﬁood.side of human beings. 606 4TO
family boards whero & constant process of
dopreciation, assigning motives and cutting
up charaster forward. They are not
pleasant places. Ono whois healthy dooanot
\wish to dineat a dissectiog tablo Thero is
ovil enough in man, God knows; but it Ia-
not the mizsion of every young man or wWo-
man to detail and report it all. Keop tho
athmosphare as pure 2y possibleand fragrant:
v;{l:ll} gontleaess and charity,—Dr. Jokn

From the Far Nortbk,

In northern climates peopleare vary sub-
Ject to colds, but the natural remedy is also
produced in tho same climste. Dr. Wood’s
Norway Pino Syrup cures conghs, colds,
hoavseness, ssthma, vronchitis and all
throat and lung troublss. Prico 25c. and
500.

A ia0e will shortly take place be.
twoen Mr. %homu M. Burke, wlx)x of the

Tate 8ir Thomas Burke, Merblo Hill, and"

Miss Catherine- Burke, socond daughtor of

the lato Major-General Burke, R.E.
A draadfnl gun soccident:occurred on tho®
night of .Jannary 26th, in:a fleld ad’é'z‘inlng:
tain - Tesnet:

Bamford Honse, by which
F Rickmab, of the 18th Royal Irish Regim.
cat, Adjotant of the Kilkeony Milltia, lost

his life. .

Ko Ko Meres

Watsons' congh drops will qive positive and in.
atant relict to thoos suffering from lds, hosrscnoss.
s0re m&k a0d are iavaluable.to oraiord sad’
voaallsts. B. & , W. stampad on each drop. Try

»

Irish Items.

Willlsm Notton Perssc, Ew)., of Roxbor
ough, Loughres, has been appo nted & Dep-
uty-Lieatanant for tho County Galway

On tho evoanlog of January 20th, & proces
alon to colobrate the roleaso of Mr Jamos
Bgan, took place in Dublin, and afterwards
ameeting washold at BoroJord laco, which
was addresseu by Mr. Plorco Mahony, Mt
John Redmond, M.P., and Mr. Egan,

Captain Uredals Corbet Singleton, R.N.,
of Adare House, kas beensworn as High
Sherli of Meath, with Mr. Joseph Lowry, of
Bachelor's Lodge, Navan, as under Bhorill,
Mr. John Clark, soiicitor, 37 Westmorcland
ut&']oot. Dublio, has Loen appointed roturning
officer.

The aunouncement of tho death of Mr.

.James Nash, J P.. Limerick, which ooourred

on Sunday, January 20th, has ocoastoned

.mauch vogret. Mr. Nash was an oxtensive
:houso an

land ageat. Hs was onsof the

oldest mombers of tho local St. Vincont de

Paul Socioty, and for 28 yoars held the poai-

tégn o{Lbonomy secrotary to tho Limerick
une

Oa the night of Jav. 28th, when the
Navan Natlonalists wore mtnrning from tho
Qoraanlough meeting thoy wero attacked
by & gang cf Remondito rowdies. Fathor

tlgnu was struok with a stons, and sovoral
othors wereatruck in liko mannor, including
-p-licemen, who camo to protect the Natlon-
alists, Additional police wero drafted into
the town.

The following ohanges have boon made in
Achonry Dioceso by Most Rev. Dr. Lyster:
Rev. J. MoKoon from Keash to Bonny
conlon; Rev. J. Morna from Swinford to
Ballymoto ; Rov. D, Gallagher from Bonoy-
conlin to Swinford: Rev. A. Callaghan
from Foxtard to Keash; Rev. P. Conlon
from Bally.note to Foxford. ‘The Bishop
fixod the 24 February to ordain the Rev.
Patrick Morrisroe, Deacon, Maynooth, &
distioguished student on the Danboyne
establishment.

An inquest was held at Formoy, on Feb,
24, on the body of a child named Newton,
who had died suddonly during a football
match at Fermoy Peotestant Collogo tho pro-
vious day. The ovidenoe showed that the
child had bcen subject to fainting fite,
though 1o ono but his mother £uow it. He
foll and dicd after a run during the game.
It was stated that no rough play of any kind
wan indulged in, The boys played volun
tarily. A verdict of death from failare of
tho heart’saction was found.

In the Board of Governors of Omsagh Dis-
trict Lupatio Asylum for tho current year,
an tnfusion of new blood has been made by
the appotntmont of font Nationalists, viz,:—
.Edward Boyle, J. P., Omagh; AMichael
Deviin, J. P., Omagh; James Hamilton
‘M'Kelvey, Protestant Home Raler, Omagh;
and Edword Gallegher, Steabane. They
aro soleoted in Men of the following gentle-
mon :—Colonel L. M. Buchanan, Edonfall,
Omagh ; Colonel M., Brown, J.P,, Mullagh.
more, Omagh; Rev. Willlam Chartors,
Drumagh, Omagh ; and Reov. C. K. Toland,
Strabano.

Father MsFaddaun's desoription of the con

- dition of affeirs in North West Donegal,

:(which we print in another column,) de-
-mands ssrious and inatant attention. The
Poor Law haa entiroly faled to grapplo with
the necesaitics of.tho people, aud thoy are in
.a most pitiful plight. Discase hay now ad.
dod ite afictions to destituticn, and the
poverty of tho peoplo clears tho road for its
.ravages. Such is Father McFaddea's pic-
ture. Heappeals to Secretary Morley ** to
chicer his frisnds and confoand his ensmies
by » mms%os of cncouragement to Weat
Donoegal” 1 as avo tho Chief Sooretary’s
handa he can not ailow this appeal to pasa
unconsidered.

A-representative meoting of tho tenantry
of the Coolmooney ocstates of Sic Edward
~Sym(§o Hutchinzon, was held, rocently aé
the Glen of Imaal, to consider the gravo
agricultural criste. Tho following resolutions
woro adoptod :—**That ivasmuch as the
i: icial rents 9xed by she Land Commission

ve now become rack-reats in consequenco
oa their having boen fixed on a wrong Laxis
and not in accordance with tho spirit of the
1and .Act—for we arc payiog rent on our
own improvementa—and that the continual
fall in tio price of shocp and cattlo and farm
produca gencrally forms a strong reason for
our urgiog on the Govornmen$ to roduce the
precont judicial ronts by at least one-half,
That a copy of this resolution bs sontto tho
Right Hon. John AMorloy, Chisf Socretasy
for Ireland and to ths Press.”

Rashsille, Schuyler Co., NL, U. S. A,
Fob. 14, 1559. **T bavo boen afflicted with
ia over twolvo years, and I know I

d
: hi\m‘ found nothing that has benefited mo

like Diamond Vora Cura. The finst fow
doges ralisved me of faliness and sorences of
tho stomach and shortnoss of breath, I was
also troubled with palpitation of the heart,
whioh. it hzs relioved, and T foel better in
svery way sinoe I commenced uaing Diamecad
Vara Cura, and choorlolly rocommend it to

*all suffering from. dysEsais or lndigostion.”

Jomy W, Bayes or, Union Baptisi
Church. At dmgg{an or sant on recelpt of
rico, 25 ocats, Addross E. .A. Wiz,

‘orcato.



