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wvho wé, friend of his, was drunk at the time and that iu kt
slight :-rel lie stumbled or, to the point of the umbrella,
which *.at througli his eye to hi@ brain and killed him. That
mnan was acquitteed, ard, in my opinion, rightly acquitted, hy tlhe
.ury. It xnay be contended that cases of acquittai sucli as this
rnay be wrong, but that does iiot touch rny pii-t; they demon-
strate the absolute nceessity of allowing the aecused to, give
evidence.

I niust now sa. a word or two apon the other part of the Bill
to which 1 take exception-, but 1 amn free to admit that tliis
is flot so much a matter of principle with me as is the Lopie on
whieh, 1 have addressedl your Lordshipl I refer to the tribnna
for the consideration of the severity of~ sentenees. 1 arn awI1re
that in the year 1892 a resolution was pacsd hy the then ju(lg(>
of the Quiee-nse' Bencli ini favour of there being such a tril)uuail.
The cire.unstances wvere v-eryv peeci.ir. At that fime the~ere
eertain excessive sentences whieh very mueli trotibled' the Iloniw
Secretary. That is ail that iieed lie maid about theni: but it iiuist,
lie remenibered that every one who lias had the courage to pro-
pose thiq has always given a f ree hand to the tribunal as te how
the ientence w'aq to be deait with. and I thinkir it would ho ai
lamentable thing that 'uci: shoulci le aflowed to appeal on tho
gronnd of severity of sentence without the possibility of tho
Court; of Appeal increasing the sentence. Airain the position lias
been changed. The judges of the fligh Court now ;v'ork iuponi
a mernurandum to whieh we are ail agreed, and during the laust
eiglit or ten years no one eaui say tliat Higli Court sentences have
erred on the side of severity. I have a very strong feeling thkit. if
there is to be reduotion in the severity of a sentence, whieh is,
after ail, part of the prerogative of mercv, it would hé better thkit
it should be bronglit about by an administrative aet of the IlToin
Sepretary than by a Court of Appeal. Tjie Court of Appeal eaui
only deal with the case. The Home Secretary may properly have
on sucli a matter putt hefore hinm statemnents having no direct rele-
vanee to the partieular cage, But thut is not al]. 1 would takuçt
your Lordshipq' mindq back to what happens iu R Court of assize-
On a person being eonvieted the judge asks the police to give


