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unite in a irm demand for rates commensurate
with the ihazard.

If underwriters will not do this, stockholders
slould, and shotld employ only those who will
enforce the requisition. Diminished and fore-
borne dividends, wasting surplus and imptired
capitals ar power fuil arguments in favor of a
conservative policy, and wonderful stiniulants
to inquiry as o lie causes to such results.
When the stockiolders of the companies, dointg
a laike business at ctirrent prices, are once made
aware of te truc state of that business, the day
of suicidal comtpetition will cole to a sudden
end. Adequate rates will be establisbed, and
the power to initintaii thei atsserted. I t will
te little less tian a special miracle pterforned
in belialf of inconpetenry and dzishonesty if
the experience of the present season dues not
bring about t1his happy consummation.

LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS.

The mutual relations of tli oflicers and
agents of a life insurance Company I are so
istiniate and vital, thiat cli ea t comimny lias
a well defined character, as distinctive as
that of an iidividual. And this iay be
discovered, ttot only in the men wh1lo muaiage,
and it those wiho procure, lite business, but it
lite nature of its clientage as well.

If a high sense of the respoisibility of hlieir
position and the sacrediess of their work
animiates tlie oflicers of te life company, if tliey
are smein whose devotion to the cause of life
insurance lis a deeper spring tliais the love of
gain, lie agents of lthe comîpany wil' carry
intto their avork a like lofty purpose, and
display, in the doing of it, lite saime high
claracter.

Like attracts like, and not onily will greater
care bu exercised by a company so tmanned in
lie selection of imiembers, but lie arguments

uîsed to obtaiti themi will bc such as present
life insurance as aL beneficelt, rallier tihani a
speculative, instiitutioi-aid, therefore, such
as will attract only those who mean to stay.
It n other enterprise does the character aui
purpose of lie fouiders and managers mure
sensibly impress itself upoii the structure and
progress of the work. If venalty and seilisi-
ness control the ead, they avill betray them-
selves in every ieinîber and every motion of the
body, distilliing in the treacherous speculi and
ilusting in the itliiiig patii.

An agent, therefre, not onlly presentis his
comiptanty and ils clainis in his iaily solicitation,
but he represents and reprodueus it in lis daily
life and speech. By hii il vill bie jidged, and
rigitly so. iis charliacter will ltirror ils char-
ncter, and tlie position which lie holds aiong
men will fix its status in the comumîîîîitv avhere
lie lives and labours.

Il is true that tlhe ngenst's relaltions o lis
company are only subordiiaetZi tait lie nuither
directs its policy, nor contréls ils hetion; but it
le felt instinctively that it controls imits-that
il lias choseni him according to its ovin standard
of judginent, and because of his fitness to be
the exponent of its claims. If lie is reckless
and imuprovideti, lite suspicion is enigetidered
that his companiy is the samte. If te is insincere
and unreliable, usintg deception to accomlssiishi
bis ends, faith in the integrity of its dealings is

shakens. If le is jealous aid vituperative, deil-
ing in detraction of otliers, and seekingto build
his owne success upon the ruin of rivals, lie
comupany whicli he represents is judged to be
tle saie, and avoided by ftir-inidtîieil Ien.

MIch of the disrepuite into which fife instirance
lias been brt-ouigit is due to tlie mantiI of proper
care in tli selection oif gents. The ami >0ition
for*businîess blinded iinîy oflicers to every otlier
coisideration; and the first, last and oily
qualifie lion whicli coiinendCd an agent to
such vas his ability to procure busiiess. Il
imiattered not thalt this was dtte lt lte expeise
of truth, decetcy and honor; te doing of il
waVis a sure passport to fsavor and proiotion.

The agents, linding that their princtipas were
uinseripulous, that they liainither questionled or
cared ti to lhe mîeans empîîloyed to get businessi
soon learnsed the lesson, and itade il their aim
to secure patrons iithotI regard elilier to the
claracter of lthe imen secured, or the mîethods
usel to secure ite.

Ini this wmy a reckless and ruinons colicti-
tion arose, vhich scrupled lt nothing and
stoopeI to anythiiig to accoinplish its ends.

h'fit coplietition resulted in tie bankruptey
of imany companies, and the almost comple
destruction of public confidence in the system
of life insurance. The experience lias beeti a
severe one; but it will result in ultimtie good,
if both comspanies and agents shall huve leariied
by it to reinenber lit business proctired at the
expense of truth and honor is dearly bougit-
thiat li most extravagant Commissiolis which
can be paid for it are the personal iitegrity of
flic agent and the good faiith of the Company.-
Chron01icle.

" Several Paris doctors," says li Siecle,
have been lie victimîts of a novel sort of rob-

bery. An advertjsement having lely aeared,
offoering latins 10 medical letn on the simple
preseitation of tlirie- diplomîas, several yoning
mlein, who hal just aeit t tl Ieir degre,
male application, and were persuaded to Pave
these documents for a week, ostensibly for
exttinaution. lioweve-, as sni as the qiisi
monev-lender had coluele a sutiicient tnumttîber
li lefit the country, taking wit huiM all the
papiers, viici ie cani advanitageoisly sell, by
erasinîg the genuie name and suibstiting those
of the purchasers, who would be enatbled to
practicemedicine-abroad,of course-as French
doclors."

h'lie portly President of lie State National
lank saititered leisurely forih frot his private
olice in lite direction of lte front loor. A rriv-
ing at the cointer, lie was confronted by a stal-
warth soi of A frica's sutnny Cime, who, jiigi ng
fron the streamn of water ooziig fron lis gar-
ments, had been standing at the door ii lthe
rain for several hours. Il' Spose yer naine is
Willims, is it? " "My namle, sir, is Mr.
W«il liams." "- Dat's wata I ax"ed yot-mte'tl

no hiarmi; dis is de bank1<, de State Bank,
is'nt it?" " Yes, sir, tIis is lie State National
iaik." "And lie cibble rites is dun and

pîass'd is it?" "'Tlie Civil-rigits bill is said to
be the Iaw of li land, sir." "Dat's wa1it I
axed you, no harms tmeant; and ain't culietd pus-
sons got as muci rite to posit money lie as de
white folis ' They have the samsle privileges

as the white people in that particular, sir."
I Well, dei, just take dis pile ober dar, and put

it again imy name on de book " (pulling froua

his side liocket about S300 in currency). Like

a sensible atn as he is, hlie iPesident yielded
to the itmajesty of lte law, and tookl lie mnolie
oit-delosit.-Raleig (S. C.) Aeies.

Tin LTri CAstint oF TiE JACQUIs CARTirit
BMK.-i-r. Galarneati, one! of the Directors of

the Jacques Cartier Bank, on Tueusdaey afternoon
made a deposition ait the Police Court, charg-
inîg Mi. Cotté, tlie lite cashier withi the wilful and
fruttudtletnt filsificatioi of sttteeits subittlled
to the Directors and shareiolders on the last
tatnnuattîl Ieetiing, ield o or about the 191th of De-
cemher, 1875; a warraut was issued, and lthe
Iligli Cuonstable, Mr. Bissonnette, proceeded to
his resittence in lite hie of lnaking his arrest.
Ile Ns disappointed, being inifrimed that Mr.
Cotté lad ntoti i as yat retureiid i and the ollicer
tit once camnie btck to hlie city where lie ex-

cashier had beseoi cen uiniig the day He %va
unsuccessful il his search, and on relturiing to
Longueuil yesterdtay tmorninag, fromt infornmation
received, was Iuider tlie impression that Mr.
Coltl was stil absenti i reatcling the hutse,
i owever, after nin o'clck, lie learied itat
Mr. Cottô as iat hote i and hie imeitditely took
hiii into cistody. The prisonîer pleaded a
severs indisposition, ascribed t flite excitement
occasionîed o lie evensing previois by lthe
news tlhen coinuiicated iy friends, that hils
arrest was seriously contemplated. Leaving
a constable, wlho is also ais olicer aIl the
Court Hlouse, in charge, Mr. Bissonnette retraccd
hsis steps to the City, and made his report.

hen informied of the object of lie iligh Con-
stable's visit, Mr. Cott intiniatud liat lie
Directors of the Banik were to blaine for lie
difficulties which have sipîervetned. The illiness
of the accusel will probably ba of short dura-

lion.

Rï:scr:i ny Pimisom.-The London Reviewz,
contains the following description of a ship in-

tended for destruction uplion Ihe waters of the
oceau, whiih is but one of a very intmnuserouis
class, that lias reitui-redi the bold and tundisimay-

cd courrge of Mr. Pimisoll s welcomîe to the

sailor and the oceau traveler: I A tclegrain was

received by the Collector of Customss at Ply-
moîth on tha Md inst. (August) from tlie Board

of Trade, ordieriiig the sailing ship Suibeanm of
Solith Shields, aich was abouit t luit to sea,
lo b detain ed ing ut sIrvi-y, and uiitil re-

pairs necessary to mtake lier Ceaworthy iadi bceu
efTected. A cusltoi house oflicial was, therefore

placed on board in charge, aud lien hlite ex-
ainiting ollicer visited lite ship ie found ou hourd
the chier-tllicer, ioat-svaint, a boy, a lady, and
one or two othier persons net connected with the
ship. The words that greetecl im aifter lie iad
Matsde lits erratnid known wera: Tiaiki God, sir;
I have a wife nid ftiîîttly, and I doli't want to
risk nv life il sucb a ship as ihis.' 'Ta cataint
was not on board alt the tie ; but it apperted
litat a clerk frot the oflica of the onVIer in
Liveroal had visiled the SiunîbeamaI d uring the
day ii company awith a slilpwrighit, aid thit ar-
rangements wvere biing nuide 1o relitir lier tem-
porarily. The interior of tie deckiouse, in


