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unite in a firm demand for rates commensurate
ith the hazard. .

If underwriters will not do this, stockholders
should, and should employ only those who will
enforce the requigition. Diminished and fore-

borne dividends, wasting surplus and impaired

capitals arc powerful arguments in favorof
conservative policy, and wonderful stimulants
to inquiry as to-the causes to such resulls.
When the stockholders of the companies, doingg
a lnke business at current prices, are once made
aware of the truc state of that business, the day
of suicidal competition will come to a sudden
end. Adequate rates will be established; and
the power to maintain them asserted. {t will
ke little less than a specinl wiracle performed
in bebalf of incompetency and dishouesty if
the experience of the present season does not
bring about this happy consummution.

LIFE INSURANCE AGENTS.

The mutual relations of the officers and
agents of a life insurance company are so
intimate and vital, that each company has
a ‘well defined character; as distinctive as
that of an individual. And this may be
discovered, not only in the men who manage,
and in those who procure, the business, but in
the nature of its clientage as well.

If a high sense of the responsibility of their
position and the sacredness  of their work
animates the officers of o life company, if they
are men whose devotion to the cause of life
insurance has a deeper spring than the love of
gain, the agents of the company will carry
into: their work a like lofty purpose, and
display, in the doing of it, the¢ same high
character, :

Like attracts lilee, and not only will greater
care be exercised by & company so manned in
the sclection of members, but the arguments
used to obtaiu them will be such as present
life insurance as a beneficenl, rather than a
speculative, institution—and, - therefore, such
as will attract only those who meuan Lo stay.
In no other enterprise does the characler ana
purpose of the founders and managers more
sensibly impress itself upon the structure and
progress of the work. I venality and scllish-
ness control the bead, they will betray them-
selves in every member and every motion of the
body, distilling in the treacherous speceh and
lusting in the itching palm. ’

An agent, therefore, not only presents his
comwpany and its claims in his duily solicitation,
but he represents and reproduces it in his daily
life and speech. By bim it will be judged, and
rightly so. - His character will mirror its chiar-
acter, and the position which he holds among
men will fix its status in the community where
he lives and labours. :

It is true thut the agent’s relations’ to his
company are only subordinate; that he neither
rects ite policy, nor contrels its hetion; but it
is felt instinetively that it controls him-—that
it has chosen him according to its own standard
of judgment, and:hecause of' his fitness to be
the exponent of its claims. If he is reckless
and improvident, the  suspicion‘is’engendered
that his company is the same. If he is insincere
and unreliable, using deception to nccomplish
his ends, faith in the integrity of its dealings.is

shaken. - If he is jealous and vituperative, deal-
ing in detraction of others, and seeking to build
his ‘own success upon the ruin of rivals, the
company which he represents is judged to be
the same, and avoided by fair-minded men.
Much of the disrepute into which life insurance
has been hrought is due to the want of proper
cure in the selection of agents. The nmsition
for business blinded muny officers toevery other
consideration; and the first, lust and ouvly
qualific tion which commended an agent to
such was his ability to procure business. It
mattered not that this was done nt the expense
of truth, decency and lionor; the doing of it
was asure passport to favor and promotion.
The ageats, inding that their principals were
unsernpuloug, that they neither questivned or

cared as to the means employed to get husiness, |

soon learned the lesson, and made it their aim
to secure patrons withount regard cither to the
character of the men secured, or the methods
used to secnve them.

In this way a reckless and ruinons competi-
tion arose, which serupled at nothing and
stooped to anything to accomplish its ends.
That competition resulted in the bankruptey
of many companies, and the almost complete
destraction of public confidence in the system
of life insurance. The expierience has been a
severe oue; but it will result in ultimate good,
if both companiesand ngentsshall hive learned

. by it to remember that business procured at the

expense of truth and honor is dearly bought—
that the most extravagant commissions which
can be paid for it are the personal iutegrity of
the agent and the good faith of the company.—
Chlronicle,

“Beveral Paris doctors)” says the Siecle,
% have been the vietims of a novel sort of vob-
bery. An advertisement having lately appeared,
offering loans to medical men on the simple
presentation. of their diplomas, several young
men, who had just taken out their degrees,
made application, and were persunded to leave
these documents for a week, ostensibly for
exaumination. However, as soon as the quasi
money-leader had cotlusted:a suflicient number
he left the country, taking with him all the
papers, which he can advantageously sell, by
eraging the genuine name and substituting those
of the purchasers, who would be enabled to
practicemedicine—abroad, of course—as French
doctors.”

The portly President of the State National
Bank snuntered leisurely forth from his private
office in the direction of the front door.” Arriv-
ing at the counter, he was confronted by nstal-
warth son of Africa’s smuny clime, who, judging
from the stream of water oozing from his gar-
ments, had been standing at the door in the
rain for several hours. “’Spose yer name is
Willinms, is it?”7 “My name, siv, is Mr.
Williams?  «Dats what I axed yon—me'nt
no harm; .dis is de bank, de State Bank,
is'nt jt?7” ¢Yes, sir, this is the State National
Bank” “And the cibble rites is dun and
pass'd is it?” ¢ The Civil-rights bill is snid to
be the law of the land, sir” “Dat’s what I
axed you, no harm meant; and ain’t culled pus-
sons got as much rite to posit moncey here as de
white folks 2" ¢ They have the same privileges

ag the white people in' that particular, sir.?
“Well, den, just tnke dis pile ober dar, and put
it again my name on de beok” (pulling from
his side pocket aboat $300 in enrrency). Like |
a sensible man as he is, the President yielded
to the majesty of the law, and took the money
on-deposit.—Raleiyl (N, C.) News.

Tur Lare Casnier or THE Jacquis CARTIER
Basi.—Mr. Galarneru, one of the Directors of
the Jacques Cartier Bank, on Tuesday afternoon
made 2 deposition at the Police Court, charg-
ing Mr. Cotté, the Inte eashier with the witful and
frandulent fulsification of stntements submitied
to the Directors and sharcholders on the last
annual meeting, held on orabout the 19th of De-
cember, 1875; & warraut was issued, nnd the
High Constable, Mr. Bissonnette, procceded Lo
his residence in the hope of making his arrest.
lle was Qisappointed, being informed that Mr,
Cotté had not ag yet retuened ; and the officer
al once came back to the city where the ex-
cashicr had been scen during the day  Ie wa
unsuccessful in his search, and on returning to
Longueéuil yesterday morning, from information
received, was under the impression that Mr,
Cotté was stil. absent ; on reaching the house,
however, aller nine o'clock, he learned 1hat
Mr. Cotté was at homej and he imediitely toole
him into cusiody. The  prisoncr. pleaded a
severe indisposition, aseribed to the excitement
occasioned on the evening previous by the
news then communicated by friends; that his
arrest was secriously conlemplated. Leaving
a -constable,. who is also an ofticer at the
Court House, in’ charge, Mr. Bissonnetle retraced
his steps to ihe city, and wmade his report.
When informed of the object of the High Con-
stable's visit, Mr. Cotté intimated that the
Directors of the Bank were {o blame for the
difficulties which have supervened. Theillness
of the nccused will probably be of short dura-
tion.

Rescuen vy PriMsonn.—The London Review
contains the following description of a ship in-
tended for destruction upon the waters of the
ocean, which is but one of a very numerous
class, that has rendered the bold and undismay-
cd courrge of Mr. Plimsoll so welcome to the
sailor and the ocean traveler: # A telegram was
received by the Collector of Customs at Ply-

"mouth on the 3d inst. (August) from the Board

of Trade, ordering the sailing ship Sunbeam of
Bouth Shields, which was about Lo put to sen,
to be detained pending o survey;, and until re-
pairs ixeccssm-y tomake her seaworthy had been
effected. A custom house official was, therefore
placed on board in charge, aud when the ‘ex-
amining officer visited the ship he found jon board ’
the chief-officer, boat-swain, a boy, a lady, and
one or two other persous not connceted with the
ship. © The words that greeted him after he had
made his errnnd known were : ¢ Thank God, sir;
1 have a wife and family, and I don't want to
risle my life in such a ship as this’ The eaptain
was not on board at'the time ; but it appeared
that; a clerk from the offica of the owner in
Liverpoct had visited the Sunbeam during the
day in company witha shipwright, and that ar-
rangements were being made Lo repair her tem-
porarily. The interior of the deckhouse, ix‘i




