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species is steadily increasing in numbers, thanks to a stricter carrying 
out of the game law. The woodcock shooting in Nova Scotia is 
celebrated, and the ruffed grouse (partridge), the king of game 
birds, was killed last year in unprecedented numbers ; while in the 
countries to the south of us its gradual decrease has been bitterly 
mourned. Duck and geese are abundant in some districts. Bear 
and wild-cat are plentiful, too plentiful in fact, though hard to 
approach. Hares offer a fine opportunity for the beagles.

As for fishing, in no country in the world are trout more 
plentiful nor more gamey, and one variety, the salvt/inui Jortinalis, 
or speckled brook-trout, is the most beautiful of all. There is 
good salmon-fishing, which is likely to become better still, as 
public opinion is awakening to the dangerous breaches of the law 
on the part of the net-fishermen at the mouths of the streams.

According to the Nova Scotia Game Act (1909), the Moose 
season is from September 16th to November 16th. Moose are 
hunted in two ways, “calling” and “ still-hunting.” Calling is 
the method almost exclusively pursued in the mating time, which 
lasts approximately from the first week in September to the 20th of 
October. It consists in luring the bull-moose within rifle-shot by 
means of imitating, through a speaking-horn of birch-bark, the call, 
or low, of the cow, or sometimes, though much seldomer, the 
challenge of a rival bull. This can be done only in absolutely 
calm weather, since the bull, which trusts for its safety to its 
abnormal sense of smell, will otherwise infallibly go to leeward of 
the hunter, get his scent, and then, of course, retire without 
showing itself. A calm is also necessary if the sound of the call 
is to penetrate to any distance. A certain class of writers, nearly 
all inexperienced, have decried the method of calling as unsports
manlike, insisting that it is an easy art, that the moose is off its 
guard and all too ready to be fooled, and that the guide does all 
the work, while the hunter merely waits and shoots when the 
quarry appears. There are many fallacies in this view. Calling 
is not an easy art, the bull is by no means off its guard, but just 
the very contrary ; and the argument against the secondary rôle of the


