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1 the arts woihUi have returned a hiindredfoM reward. Ipde«d
may bo safely asserted that many cullMges of the present day^

ercisu no salutary ii||^uence beyond the studies of divinity,

ysic, and law, and tne*^)oor fanner, and mechanic, arc left to

zzle out, the little they may know without their aid.

Again, when any work fell from the hands of the learned of

rmer days, their subjects were often dressed in terms derived

'om dead languages, and technicalities incom|)rehensiblc to the

mble reader. Difficult subjects were treated with still more
fficult words, and ideas were expressed far too great for

empty head to contain. But a new and better day has dawn-
upou mankind, and if it ever was the object of the learned to

gthold their knowledge from the humble orders of society, it

s now become the aim of many to impart the precious gift.

Let it not be supposed that I would attempt to throw a sha-

w upon the nioiives o( those to whom we are so much indebted,

d from whose labours we have received rich supplies of infor-

lion. No, they acted in accordance with the prejudices of

leir times, and the monuments of learning\they have erected for

iBmselves will never decay. In England much talent and la-

r have been devoted to discover the best system of education

youth, and the names of Bell and Lancaster will long be re-

mbered, as advocates for the general instruction of the poor.

.^^,The system of education in Scotland has been remarkbly

knowledge are llfccessful, and in the Edinburgh College, lectures are now de-

in-norance, and ffl|«'*f-d in all the physical sciences. Germany and Prussia have

other in efforts W|o plans by which general instruction is diffused among all

indsof the peo- 'ioka of society. Many of us can remember thirty years ago,

len learning was J^feen a boy was trained to be a scholar by the use of Dilworlh's
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It effects.
fww young urchins not ten years old, dare to dispute on astronO'

venue of know- ">«'''* subjects, and the child is taught geography,

fl p stunendons ^'Ut the more immediate object before u: this evening is to

the elemenU li^'^sider the means of transferring the useful and practical knovv-

^^ge contained even in the highest branches of literature, and
,ence, to mechanics and all those who by their daily avocations

capable of carrying into effect those principles which will

rove the various productions of their industry. And cer-

ly an object so benevolent, and important, is worthy the place

as found 111 liie iioari oi every member of this Institute, and
"

ff" refused tt ^^ largest and most respectable body ever associated for asi-

1 iflncnce up 'i|'^'^ purpose in British America. Here uninfluenced by those
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