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X I N T R O D U C T I O M.

EffeBs of an Advantageous or Difadvantage^

cus Commerce, than the Merchant himfelf.

If this Aflertion fliould appear a Paradox to

any one, I hope a few Lines will convince

him of the Truth of it. n ' tweiui

Suppose then fome General Calamity to

befal the Trade of the Kingdom : — Or, to

put a more ftriking Cafe, Suppofc the Mouth
of the 7'hamei to be choked up with Sands and

Marjhes, (as that fine River in France, the

Rhone, really is) fo as to afford no Port worth

mentioning for the Purpofes of Commerce

:

In fuch a melancholy Cafe, the Merchants,

ManufaBurers, Owners of Ships, Sailors, and
all the Multitudes of Tradefmen dependent up-

on this Commerce, would indeed be xhtfirji

afFc(fled ; but they would not be the great-
est Loose RS. For after the Jirfl Shock, they

would eaftly remove with the beft of their Ef-

fefts, and try their Fortunes elfewhere. But

the Landed Gentleman, what muft he do ? he

is bound down to the Soil, and cannot remove
his Eftate, though the Perfons are gone, who
ufed to confume the FroduB of it. Thus the

Evil becomes incurable, and perpetual with

regard to him, and every Day increafmg:

whereas with refpedl to the Merchant, it was
only a Shock at firil:, which he has the Chance
of getting the better of, by removing to a more
advantageous Situation.
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