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more and more serious, and a party in the States

resolved to put it to the arbitrament of the sword

if it were not ai^usted in their own way.

Their design was known to Sir Howard, and he kept a

watch on their proceedings, particularly in the State of

Maine, where they were most active. Indeed, the mob
there were for occupying the territory without waiting

for its surrender ; and the same feeling animated the

Legislature, and even the head of the State. Governor

Lincoln declared that Maine was entitled to fix her own

boundary, and that she neither recognised the right of

England to the disputed lands, nor the authority of

the Federal Government to bind her by negotiations.

Such an announcement increased the excitement of

the population, for every one felt that he had a per-

sonal interest in the acquisition of a tract equal in

extent to a kingdom, with a rich soil, watered by

rivers, and possessing a harbour on the coast. They

looked about for some pretext for occupation ; and this

was nearly afforded by some New Brunswickers, who
made a dash down the St. John's Eiver, and felled

some timber in the disputed limits. But the same

mail which reported their irruption brought news of

their arrest, and the * Gazette ' announced that steps

were taken for their prosecution. Sir Howard had

declared that he would preserve the territory as it

stood, and now showed that he intended it to be re-

spected by the colonists no less than the Americans.

Such impartiality might satisfy the colonists, but

found no favour with the people of Maine. They
saw the land open before them, and knew no right so

strong as possession, by which they could make it

their own. The clamour became more furious; and


