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TRANSLATION.
American Debf, Report of tie Mtnijicr of pui'lic contributions, on tht

Z'l Reporf. lijuidafton of the Amtriccf/i Diht.

THE approaching departure of the Citizen Genet, on his embafTy to the

United States of America, requires that the piuvilbxy tXLCutive council

flioiil.l ;'£;ain take up the fubjoi^ of the debt due by tlie United States to the

Republic of France.

I have given iniormation to Clti/en Gienet of tlie offers made by Colonel

Smith of New-York, to pvocuiv lu tlie Republic not only tiie reimlniritme it of

what remains due from tlte United States, allliuugh not yet payable, but for

t);e application of it, either for liipplies for the army, or whuut, ficur ami lalted

provil.ons in augmentation o[ our internal liippli-'s.

C-'olonel Smith lias gone to I'lr.gb.nd, auii lias kft no other accounts relative

to the operations he propoftxl io enter uuon j Ib'that all is reduced to the pre'i-

inin:iries of the negociation.

Thele preliminaries confift of a 'jtter from the minificr ofpubiic contribution*

of the 7th of Novembe.'- laii to Colonel Smith, after having 'cxa\ referred to the

txccutive council. It contains,

lii. An extrad from the regllters of tiie council, approving the offers of

Colonel Sniicli.

2d. The account current of the TTnittd States with the Frcncli Repubiic»

and that of the intereft of the ill of January ntx*-*

3d. Statement oi t^he lofo which the national trcafm-y would fuftain on the re-

imburfrnunts v*hich it has received from the United States of Anv.rica, if they

are not held accountable for tlie difference betv/een the aifignats which it re-

ceived and the fpecie.

4th. An approbation of the reduftion to fterling money of the dim due to the

French Republic at the rate of 21s. or 1 guinea for 25 livres, loibus, French
money, as Colonel Smith was to obtain it, which fumjConfilUng of the capital due,
of the intereft up to t'ne ifl: of January next, and the iols on payments already

made, was to be paid at London.

5. The approbation of the price, and conditions on which Colonel Smith
offered to furnllh firelocks, deliverable at Dunkirk, agreeably to liimples to be
ient there by him.

I have tranfmitted a copy of all thefe papers to Citizen Genet, to whom the

accounts will prove uievul in negociating the relmburfement of the debt of the*

Uniteil States, and the luir.s arilmg from the reimburlement for the neceffities of
the Republic,

Tl.e Citizen Genet will obftrve that the amount will have been dlminlflied uii

his arrival in the United States, if we cakulate the advances ma.ic by the federal

treafury, on therequifition oi Citizen Ternant, to fatisfy the demands of cafli and
pj'ovifions mede at Philadelphia, by the adniiniili atory ot tiie Freuch pare of St,

Domingo; advances which the federal treaiury wi'l of coiirfi: count as Ibmuch
of the balance due by the United States to tl.e j-lepublic of Fru'.'.co.

The Citizen Genet afterwards lequefred mfhuHiono as wull with refpeft to

the conditions on which he fliould accept ilie i-einiburieiiimt l\e hopes to obtain

from the American government, as to the emploj'ment of the lums which fhall be
delivered to him.

OBSERVATIONS.
There can be no doubt but that the Ame: icrui government will be Ilbcval to-

wards France, and not reap a benefit iicm acquitting itiellwith afiignats. How-
ever as a part of the debt yet unpaid, is not become due, and a law lelutive to the

acquitment of this debt prekrihes to tlie executive power of America, not to

anticipate any payment unlefs upon ad-vantageous terms for the Uniteii States; it

appears that this ought to be lulfiUed previous to the executive'* eutering intf
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