
tliiTcl tuMitiuii. iiK \h <loiu> ill Kii^laiid, or iii«

iliit'ctly l)> ciihtoius duties. | tliiiik all wh«)

liiivc ('()Il^<itll;l'l:(l thr Niilijui't will iidinit thnt

viv itiniidt n'Hurt to dinict ttiXHtuiii liuru. It

otily ifiuiiiiis tlieii to oii<|uiie wiietlur the;

( (ilunifH Hlioiild ('(iiitiibutc tlioir ijiiota troni

tlioir onliiiary rovi'inic or hy meatiH ot a spe-

cial duty such as I liavo proposed.

Tliti latter I advocated as the fair-

est and most convenient. IMu^ im-

posed upon all ).;uods of whatevtr character,

rcceiveci froiu ports external to the Mritish

Hnipire, it cannot be said to he protection-

ist or for the purpose of favorinK any par-

ticular industry. That it *ould, however,
;

lavor the trade and commerce of the Hmpire
[

generally, is, 1 believe, apparent, and it may
be well now to enquire how this customs duty

vi 'i per cent on foreigu Roods would be

likely to ailect trade in the various parts of

the Empire.

Hy far the greater part ot the cost of the

naval defence of the Empire would, if my
suggehtion were adopted, still have to bo

borne by Great Britain and Ireland, for their

loreign imports amount to IK) per cent, of

those of the whole Empire. Hut, instead of

having to be raised by the income and other

direct taxes, it would be b vied on goods from

foreign countries. At present, as is well

known, customs duties are levied principally

on tobacco and snulf, wines and spirits, tea,

coll'ee, chicory and cocoa, currants, tigs and

raisins. On what i)rinciple other articles

e.xcape duty has never been very intelligible

tome. Why raw materials should be duty free

one may perhaps comprehend, but the argu-

ment in favor of this does not apply to foreign

manufactured goods. Mr. Slierlock, of Liver-

pool, has published some vtiry remarkable

tigures regarding the importation of these

into England. During the fourteen years

ending :. I St December, 1884, there were ad-

mitted, entirely duty free, the following

goods :—
Silk nianulaclures toihe VHliieof.i;l4S,o97,I IM

Woollens, carpi'ts and rug.s !tii,HH(»,04:!

Cotton nianulaclures 'J7, :(;!'. .)7t»

Cheiiileals • ' r),!>tiit.541

Clucks and watches. ' :f,15'J,'24ii

Copper iiiaiiul'acliired ;ss,,S'J8. .>.!('

(iloves of leather •Jl.'.(lS7,-.Mlii

(Jlassinaiuifacture.s •J'J,(;!7,ii.!4

Hals and bonnets ot straw 88!>,y'-'7

Iron sleel manulaetures and ma-
chinery •Jj,;>;vj,584

Leather, tanned 44,8i)8.£81

Lead, luanulaclured '_'l..i8t<,8oO

Oilseed cake 2'J, 135,072

I'aper 15.(;3!»,845

Hui,'ar, retlned. and candy .'>8,i;ih.; h;{

/Ine, manufactured 15,285,072

Gootls unenumerated 556,927,483

III all more llian 1,1 1<> million

pounds sterling. A duty (d .^ per

cent, on this would have produied over
i.'i7,()i)u,o()>), or 1' I,u'.m;,:!;hi per annum, an
amount almost as much as is raised trom the

duty on tea. It is haid to adduce reasons in

favor of taxing tea whi( h would not apply
eiiually well to silks, clocks and wat* lies,

paper, sugar and inuKJcal instruments. It is

plain that (iitat Ihitaiii and Ireland woiihl

sillier no disailvanlagt^ from havinu customs
diilirs levied on these, rather than a corro-

spondiiig ainoiiiit of revenue now raised by

duties on imports from Hritish Colonies or by
other ta.ves. Among raw materials the most
troublesome items are, of course, lloiir and
grain. Our proposed duly of f) per cent,

might be stigmatized as an attempt to raise

the prices of grain for the benetit of the

fanners. That it would have this elhct is

very doubtful. The food supplying capaci-

ties of Canada, India and Australia

arc so enormous that the only ef-

fect of the .") per cent, duty would
be to give to the foodstulls of Hritish posses-

sions a preierence over those of Kussiaand the

I'nited States without laising their prices.

j

Hut even assuming that the prices of wheat and
tlour were to be increastMl by half of theaniount

ot the duty, that only means the addition of

lu.'.d to the priceof a(|uarter of wheat at :!."»s,

which could not materially ellect the price of

bread To put a duty on manufactured articles

and allow raw materials and grain to remain
free would really be a species of protection

which we are told the English nation woulil

never approve of. Hut to |)Ut a light tax on
all imports without exceptions, would bt; fair

all rounil,and it would beditlicult to single out

any description of import which should not be

called on to pay lor the protection which
trade in it receives from the Hritish navy.

Over against the disadvantages of this o per

cent, duty to (ireat Britain, if there really

are any such, must be placed the

preference which tier products would
obtain in the niaikets ol her colonieii

and India. This is no slight consideration,

in view of the increase in the duties levied by
foreign countries on English manulaetures.

This, and the consei|Uent loss of her foreign

markets, is one of the causes of the great de-

pression in trade now iirevalent in England.

Even dur'ng the short time of my last visit

there, I heard that Germany had increased

the duty on tirebricks by 17s per ton, and
had proposed to put a duty on imported coal.

This would, uo doubt, have been done had


