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quite sure that the man has no intention of trying to murder

the bov.

We are able to distinguish the bluster of individuals

from the strong will of a great nation. We believe that, if a

political party brought on a war of aggression against Canada,

it would simply be performing the happy despatch for itself.

We may protect our fisheries, p.nd build canals and railroads

where we like. The Gloucester fishermen may get angry and

Billingsgate fisheries, and newspapers may solemnly warn the

country that Canada is constructing forts, summoning gunboats

from the vasty deep, and calling out her militia!' Congress

may pass retaliatory acts, and the President may even see it to

be his duty to decree non-intercourse. But there will be no

war.

The United States believe that they have enough on

their hands already. A still larger number are convinced that

the general well-being and the grand old cause will be served by

there being two English-speaking States on this continent

working out the problems of liberty under different forms. No
doubt, many would like to .see one flag from the gulf of Mexico

to the Pole, but they know well that it would be better to wait

for generations for such a consummation than to try to bring it

about by force, or at the expense or the honor of either con-

tracting party.

It appears, therefore, that our future will not b? precipi-

tated or determined for us fr^m without. We must settle it for

oufselves. And we are taking matters so coolly, that some

think we have little interest in it, and are satisfied to drift

or to remain indefinitely in the merely colonial position.


