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The iiintli cliild of Philij) Pioterscn Schuyler was .lolin, whose

sou John was the honored father of General Philii) Schuyler, the

trusted and tried fiiend of America, and who fought iso bravely

for her iiid'j]»;Midence. He was l)ai)ti/ed, as was his friend

Benjamin Franklin, on the day of his birth.

The sixth child of Philip Pietersen was Arent Schuyler, who was

born in the city of Albany in 1G02. He was given the name of

his niatern.d _randfath'M\ He married Jenneke Teller, No/ember
26th, 1684, and commenced house-keepinu; on North Peai I street,

Aioany, as the records read, "in the house where the eag.e hangs

out." Th(^ notarial papers inform us that as his name Arent

meant eagle, he hung out in a cage a live eagle, to mark his

residence, instead of a door plate. About the year 1093, he

removed to New York city. In an Indian deed dated July 13th,

1696, he is styled, " Merchant of the city of New York."

Having purchased, however, an extensive tract of land in N'iw

Jersey, near Pompton, he removed there perhaps in 1706, and evcv

afterwards regarded this State as his hcmie. In vXpril, 1710, he

purchased an additional farm on New Barbadoes Neck, the present

site of Belleville, to which he removed the same year.

As an illustration of the surj)rises that await the more bold and

adventurous, let me relate an incident which, as we shall see, gave

him no mean wealth, as well as social inilueuce, in his adopted

State. As one of his negroes was plowin[ he happened to turn

up a greenish heavy stone, which he took to his master, who, dis-

covering that it contained copper, sent it to P]ngland for analysis.

It was found to possess eighty per cent of this valued metal.

Desiring to reward the faithful and thoughtful slave, Schuyler

asked him to name three things that he desired most, assuring him
that his wishes would be gravely considered. The slave answered

first, that he might remain with his master as long as he lived;

second, that he might have all the tobacco he could smoke; and
third, that he might have a dressing-gown like his tYiaster's, with

big V)rass buttons. Schuyler suggested he should ask for some-

thing ihore. After a moment's thought, the negro replied ''that

he might have a little more tobacco." How true that were the

loftiest ambition of some fully gratified, it would end in smoke !

The family of Arent Schuyler consisted of his sons Philip,

Casperus, John, Peter, Adoniah, and his daughters Eve and

Cornelia. His third son William died in infancy. Peter, his fifth

son, the noble man whom we this day would honor, was born on

his father's farm in 1710; whether the one at Pompton or Belle-


