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tlircw opon tlic iloir aii'l '•ailcil " Wlui's tluir," Itut tlir> only nnswcr wa»
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ili(> dnIy rimili.ir aii'I ciiiiiloi'liiiL^ hoiiihI I heard
was llui tii'k 111" tlio olil I'lo-k in Iho inwoi' liall. IVi'iiloxivl at tlio iiiys-

ti'vy, I rotiiriieil to bed ; but it was luti:; bcl'oi'c [ cuiild coinpitHO myself
(O sll'(']l.

AVIhii M. do (JiiiTidiovillo heard tliat I bail bf>on a;_;aln disturbed by
ihv luysforiiiiis nuises, lu! was as mucdi pir/.z'.ed us I was, and imnii'diatcly

ordurod tlio (!abinct to be packoil away in an out luMisi! until it rould bo
sent tn the Caliinet-in ikor's at Quel)t I'm- repairs. This decisin; action

on the part of the Si'fjwur a|>p;\rently annoyed the ^diostly visitant, for

during;- tlie two rcnminin;^ ni^diN I was at the (jliitcau I heard nothing

unusuil. ',(•»• were the noises a;,'ain heard on the ro-appearanee of tho

Cabinet—tho .. _^stery ceased with the removal of tbat article from tho

lumber-room.

Of cowrse the servants belii ved to the end of their lives that there was
somethini,' supernatural in tin- eireunistanees. The Doctor, however,

contended for a solulion of the alf.iir, which will bj .satisfactory probably

to matter-of-fact jieojilt; in this prosaic a,^e. lie said that he lia<I noticeii,

I'or some time past, that his brother f-howed an unusual languor and dull-

I1CS.S about the I'yL':^, us if In; ha 1 n^t his iie(;essiry amount of sleep. M.
do Ouerelieville himself aeknow'.e i^ed that he awoke frequently in tho

moniinir just us weary as when he had rt;tiied. This I'aet corroborates

tlie theory of his brother— that the Siliju'tif hail become u Somnambu-
list and was himself the author of the noises which had so perplexed us

all. He probably fell asleep after lie bad .«een llaoul jkiss out of tho

study on the ni^ht in (piestion, and dreamed that the money was not

safe, or had been taken out by the youn^j; m.m. Now a Somnambulist
Inis been described as " the dreamer who acts his dreams;" and we may
therefore Rurmise that M. do (luerehevillo ;^'ot up in his .sleep, took the

money out of the Escritoire, and carried it to the Cabinet. The fact

tliat he bad not seen the Cabinet for years does not weaken the force of

the theory ; for it is one of the phenomena of dreams that ideas ami

facts, lonu; forgotten, suddenly appear in the visions of the nifj^ht.

A few weeks after the events I have attempted to narrate, as briefly

and correctly as possible, M. de (Juerehevillc and his daughter went to

Europe, whilst Raoul continued his legal studies at Ijuebcc. 'J'he Sci<j-

ncur certainly never walked again in his sleep—his somnambulism, ac-

cording to the i>octor, was owing to his nervous system being deranged,

and disappeared with a chaiigo of air and scone. Of course my readers

can adopt or reject the Doctor's theory as they may think proper; my
duty ends when I have laid the facts before them.

Since I left Canada I heard that Ilaoul has been married to Estelle,

.ind that ho is considered one of the " rising men " at tho bar. The
Abbe, I am sorry to say, died a year ago, and his remains are laid be-

neath the shadow of an old gray church in the suburbs of Quebec.

I


