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caoo thooe- ofllulttlH exercised a power greater than that of the Presi-

dent or Goyernors of States, since the legisiatnres cannot, under the

Canadian constitution, pass the bin over the veto by a two-thirds

m«3<mtyr The-^ewer has never beeti exercised in th6 larger provinces,

and though it is of cpui'se in cont'orimty w^th the letter of the law, it is

at variance with the spirit and principle of jeaponsible government.

The-ex^rcise of the power is in fact unnecessary, since the constitutioii

givM to tlie general government the power of annulling such provincial

acts as are considered unconstitutional. The Dominion government

supervises all the provincial legislation, and has in a few cases disal-

lowed certain provincial acts. This power is exercised very carefully,

as it is regarded with intense jealousy by the provincial governments,

which have more than once resented it and jttempted to set it at defi-

ance. This fact shows the delicate position ij\ which the Dominion

government is placed in exercising a power which gives it so wide a

control over provincial legislation. Any injustice or abuse of authority

would undoubtedly lead to grave complications.*

The Canadian constitution, on the whole, appears to be a success-

ful effort of statesmanship, and well adapted to promote the imity of

the Dominion, if worked in a spirit of compromise and conciliation.

Canada is now governed by a political system which from the village or

town council up to the parliament of the Dominion, is intended to give

to the people full control over their own affairs. At the base of the

entire political organization lie those municipal institutions whose origin

must be sought in the village communities of the Germanic tribes.

Each province is divided into distinct municipal districts, whose purely

local affairs are governed by elected bodies, in accordance with a well

matured system of law. Still higher up in the body politic is the prov-

ince, with a government whose functions and responsibilities are

limited by the federal constitution. Then comes the general govern-

ment to complete the structure— to give unity and harmony to the

whole. With a federal system which gives due strength to the central

authority, and at the same time every freedom to the provincial organi-

zations ; with a judiciary free from popular influences, and distinguished

for character and learning ; with a public service resting on the safe

tenure of good behavior ; with a people who respect the laws ;— the

Dominion of Canada must have a bright career before her, if her politi-

cal development continues to be promoted on the same wise principles/O >

that have so far illustratvcd her constitutional history. 7 *^-7\a/\^

The inquiry now naturally suggests itself, Whalmml be the out-

come of the political development of Canada ? what is the destiny in

I See Bonrlnot'B " PHrllamentary Procedure and^OTernment,'^ iind ed., pp. 81-07, tor hlctory

of dllBcnltles that have arisen from the exercise of this power.


