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heart of the university and hospital distri
and its proximity must inevitably hamper the
work of both institutions, this being particu- |
larly true of the Royal Jictoria Hospital,
whose patients require quiet surroundings as
a condition essential to their satisfactory re- |
covery. A public anditorium of i

gested cannot be other than a source of noise, |
which, however harmonious, must interfere |

the kind sug- |

with the quiet of the hospital and the class- (i

room, and there is no guarantee that the noise |
emanating from such a place would be h;‘.;-“
htonious in every instance; in an age of jazz |
music this is too much to expect. Moreover,
‘he increased traffic which the presence of such |
an auditorium would create, the honking of |
horns and the grinding of brakes, and so om, |
would in itself constitute an objection suffi-
ciently strong to ensure the summary rejec- |
tion of the project by all those who have the |
true interest of the University and the Hos- |
ital at heart. Ald. Weldon, perhaps, is in-

ent to these considerations, but the Uni- |

ity authorities ought not to be, and some
much more forecible protest should have been
uttered by them than what appears to have

it

been a rather mild and uncertain criticism. |

The public are not inclined to be tolerant
of the expressions of vandalism which, in the
minds of some aldermen, are mistaken for civie
improvements. A sufficiently striking example
of this crudity of thought has been afforded
in the admission of tram cars to the mountain,
arid in the erection of some sort of pavilion,
or eating house, on the mountaintop. Mount
Royal was intended to be preser

the inhabitants of the c wnd its visitors, and

natural and unspoiled: recre:

as such it was maintained until recent years.
[ittle by rlittle, however, encroachments are
beifg made which, under the guise of improve-
ments, are robbing the mountain park of its
most attractive feature. If Ald. Weldon and
his associates in the City Council approve of
this' kind of thing, the public do not, and the
sdoner these mischievous activities are discon-
tinued the better it will be for all concerned.
The proposed auditorium over the reservoir is
one more example of aldermanic indifference
to considerations of public and private comfort
which the people’s representatives should, in
all circumstances, observe and respect. The
convention hall proposal ought to be aban-
doned, whether the University authorities dis-
charge their responsibilities in this regard or
not. More than that, the city should create a
university and hospital zone embracing all the
territory up from' Sherbrooke street and be-
tween University and McTavish streets. In
respect of other hospitals in the city the same
prmc‘ipal should be invoked as far as local
sonditions permit, but so far as the Royal Vie-
topia is concerned, situated as it is close to
the University and operated in association
With it, there are no difficulties to be over-
Come, As to an auditorium or convention hall
there ap¢ plenty of other sites available, equal-
1y centyy), much more accessible, and in every
Way more appropriate for the purpose.




