
February 13, 1986 SENATE DEBATES

that I can make it any clearer. Having discussed the matter
with Senator Leblanc, 1 said that if we corne back to deai witb
this bill eitber next week or the following week or botb, it
wouid flot be reasonabie to bold the matter in bis namne for
debate. So we wouid proceed witb the second reading debate,
and if we compieted it we wouid not bold it in Senator
Leblanc's namne, but we would insist tbat the bill go to
committee. That is ail.

Senator Roblin: It seems to me quite unusuai tbat a member
of the Senate wbo is chairman of the committee to wbich the
bill is to be sent, wbo knew at tbe time that bie adjourned the
debate yesterday tbat hie wouid not be bere to resume the
debate, and who wiil not speak to the matter today, because,
bie says, bie bas matters of grave import tbat are botbering birn
tbat hie wisbes to ventilate in tbe Senate, is going to go away
for two weeks and we wiil be deaiing witb tbe bill, anyway, in
bis absence.

Senator Frith: Forget it!
Senator Roblin: So bis views wiil not be presented in that

way.

Senator MacEachen: Forget it!
Senator Frith: Duff, corne on!
Senator Roblin: Tbis seerns to me to be a very poor way to

contribute to the operations of tbe Government of Canada in
Parliament. Now, baving said that-

Senator Frith: For tbe very reasons you mentioned, I raised
tbis matter witb Senator Leblanc.

Senator Roblin: Good for you!
Senator Frith: And you are stili saying tbat it is unusuai and

improper. Ail I get for rny pains is a lecture. Forget it!
Senator Roblin: You may bave raised it witb Senator

Leblanc, but you did not do anytbing effective about it, did
you? Notbing at ail.

Senator Frith: Yes, I did. 1 deait witb tbe very question you
are concerned about; namely, wbetber the bill wouid be beld
awaiting tbe return of Senator Leblanc.

Senator Roblin: Good for you! Tbat's fine!
Senator Frith: I said that to you five times.
Senator Roblin: How deligbtful. It stili means tbat we bad

tbis cbarade yesterday, tbe adjournment of tbe debate by an
bonourabie senator wbo knew tbat bie wouid not be bere to
debate tbe matter. If tbat is not a cbarade, I would like to
know wbat is.

Senator Frith: So it is a charade. Well, we will remember
tbat on anotber occasion.

Senator Roblin: Now, we corne back to tbe main issue, and
that is, wbat do we do next? It is perfectly obvious to me from
wbat we bave beard tbat tbe proposais I bave made are not
acceptable to the opposition. I bave to accept tbat because
tbere are more of tbem tban tbere are of us. Tbat is a fact one
can neyer lose sight of in tbis chamber. I tbink tbat tbe best

tbing to do is to forget about tbe adjournment for tbe next
week, and let the House of Commons go. We do not bave to
go. We can corne back next week and conduct our business in
the usuai way from Tuesday on.

Some Hou. Senators: Hear, bear!
Senator Frith: We can forget about trying to be belpful.
Senator MacEachen: Tbe Leader of tbe Government said

that we sbould forget about an adjournment next week. That
seerns to me to be a bit rnisieading, because wben you pick up
the Scroll, wbicb was delivered to my office at 12 o'clock, you
sec a motion saying tbat wben tbe Senate adjourns today, it is
to stand adjourned until Tuesday, February 18. It was rny
assumption from tbe moment-

Senator Fritb: Talk about cbarades!
Senator Flynn: You mnust be iosing your mind!
Senator MacEachen: -tbat the ScroIi arrived in my office

that we wouid be meeting next week. Tberefore, we sbail meet
next week in accordance witb tbe motion whicb was put
forward by tbe government early tbis rnorning. Wby go
tbrougb tbis biackmaii, witb the government saying, "If you
pass tbree bis instantiy, you can go away next week." We are
not buying that.

Senator Roblin: I bave to tell rny bonourable friend, witbout
betraying any confidences, tbat bie knows tbat tbis is not tbe
first time that tbe question of our activities for next week was
raised. Tbat is a fact. It is also a fact tbat the resolution we
bave on the order paper is a customary one, but tbat by no
means prevents tbe Senate frorn raking another arrangement
if it deems it advisable to do so. We bave donc tbis on many
occasions.

Senator Flynn: Silly bebaviour!
Senator Frith: I agree, your bebaviour.
Senator Roblin: In tbe past we bave bad the order paper

printed witb tbe regular resolution on it and tben, in order to
deal witb tbe particular situation, we bave adjusted our pro-
gram accordingiy. I was bopeful that we would be able to do
tbe samne tbing again, but we cannot, 50 we are going to meet
next week on Tuesday.

Senator Frith: Good!
Senator MacEachen: Honourabie senators, I bave a furtber

point. Yesterday the Leader of tbe Government told us, as is
recorded at page 2009 of Debates of the Senate tbe following:

I arn not urging undue baste in examining this bill
because we certainiy wiil bave ail of next week to do so.

Tbat is tbe staternent made by tbe Leader of the Government
from bis seat yesterday in reference to the bill tbat was to bc
spoken to by Senator Leblanc. I took bim seriousiy, particular-
iy wben I saw the motion on tbe Scroii that we were to meet
next week.
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Senator Flynn: So wbat?
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