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being introduced into Canada. It is per-
fectly true, and I had very bitter expe-
rience of it when I was a member of the
Mackenzie administration, that when a new
government comes into office, and finds all
the superior offices occupied by men of
strong partisan leanings, that the govern-
ment conducts its affairs at a very great
disadvantage, so great that I am not sur-
prised that a great many desire that the
chief officers should be removed. Never-
theless, weighing the advantages and dis-
advantages together, I beg to state that I
should be very sorry indeed to see the per-
manent heads of the departments removed
on the occasion of a change of ministry.
There are vcertain officers, of course, such
as private secretary, which must of neces-
sity be changed when the government is
changed, and it is desirable also that the
government should have power to bring in
officers with special qualifications; but with
that reservation I deprecate. any attempt
at introducing the United States spbils Sys-
tem. The English system, with all its de-
fects, and it has some, has worked well,
and is being substantially introduced into
the United States. That is a point I think
on which all parties can agree. I would
go a little further than some of my hon.
friends in endeavouring to remove the
Civil Service from all connection with po-
lities. I have long thought that, as in the
case of judges, it would be better for them
and for us if the civil servants had no
votes and were entirely outside the political
arena; but that is a matter of personal opi-
nion, and it is not brought up under the
present Bill. But the other point I say
the House may thoroughly rely upon, that
is, that if you throw open the Civil Ser-
vice to competition in the first stages, you
will in a very short time purge the Civil
Service from political influences that hon.
gentlemen have referred to, to a very
great extent and you would insure a very
superior «class to those that have been
brought in by their political pull rather
than on their merits,

Hon. Mr. KERR—I should not have said
a word, except to deprecate and express
my regret that the names of many of our
"ost able and most honourable and impar-
tial judges have been mentioned here to-day
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in the course of this discussion on account
of their being charged with being political
appointments. I have been a member of
the bar for over 45 years in the province,
and di)i‘iug that time it has been my privi-
lege to be constantly in daily contaet, I
might say, appearing before the judges and
others who have occupied such positions,
and whatever government has appointed
them, or whatever may have been their
affiliation Dbefore their appointment I ecan
say that I have yet to learn of a single
instance of any judge who has had
the privilege of sitting upon the bench in
the high courts of justice in the province of
Ontario whose actions have been promoted.
prompted or suggested by political con-
sideration. We have been singularly for-
tunate in the province, by. whomsoever the
appointments have been made, in having
men appointed who were appointed by rea-
son of the signal ability they displayed at
the bar; and their high position, and the
confidence they enjoyed not only of the
members of the bar, but also the public, and
[ should be very sorry if through any
observation which has been made here, in
the slightest degree the honour of the bench
in the province of Ontario should be attack-
ed. I do not know of a single instance,
although men have been appointed who
have occupied prominent positions in poli-
tical fields before their appointment from
the days of Sir John Robinson down—I have
been a member of the Dbar that long—in
which any one of those men has acted in
such a way as would justify the imputa-
tion that they had ever been politicians or
that they had ever been members of any
political party whatever. I think it is fair
and right that this statement should be
made. As to the question of appointment
of judges, so long as appointments are
made with a single eye to the public service,
and with due regard to the qualifications
which are essential to hold the position on

such a bench as that is, I think it is a

matter utterly immaterial to consider for
one moment whether these gentlemen have
or have not at any time, either in'the pre-
sent or in the past been connected with any
political party. I think the one thing to
consider is the selection of men who will
discharge their duties impartially and to




