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being introduced into Canada. If is per-
fectly truc, and I had very bitter expe-
rience of it when I was a member of fthc
M ackenzie administration, that whcen a uew
government coines into office, and finds ail
thec superior offices occupicd by mcn of
strong partisan ieanings, th'at the govera-
ment conducts ifs affairs at a very great
disadvantage, so great that I amrn ot sur-
prised that a great many desire that the
chief officers should bie rcmoved. Neyer-
theless, weighing fthc advanfages and dis-
advantagcs together, I bcg to stafe that I
should be very sorry indccd to sec ftic per-
manent hcads of tic departrnenfs removed
ou tlic occasion of a change of ministry.
Tbere arc certain officers, of course, sncb
as private secretary, which. must of acces-
sity be changed when thic goveraînenf is
changcd, and If is desirabie also that tlie
goveranent should have power to briug in
officers with special qualifications; but with
that reservation I deprecate. any atfempf
at introducing the United States spoils sys-
tem. The English system, with ail ifs de-
fecfs, and It bas some, bas worked weli,
and is heing- substantially introduced lato
fthc United States. Thaf is a point I think
on which ail parties can agree. I would
go a liffle furtiier than soxue of xny hon.
friends la endeavouring to rernove ftic
Civil Service frorn ail connection witiî po-
litics. I have long thoug-lit thiat, as la the
case of judges, it wouid bie better for thein
and for us if Uic civil servants had no
votes and ivere entirely outside tlic political
arena; but tlîat is a matter of personal opi[-
nion, and it is not brought up under flic
present Bill. But the oflier point I say
ftic House mnay thorougblv rely uipou, that
Is, that If you throw open fthc Civil Ser-
vice t0 competition iu ftie firsf stages, you
will lna nvcry short tîrne purge flic Civil
Service from political influences that hon.
gentlemen have referrcd to, f0 a very
greaf exteat and you wvould insure a very
superior .class fo those thaf have lîten
brought in by their politicai pull ratiier
than on their merIts.

Hon. MIr. KERR-I should liof have said
n word, except to deprecate and express
my reg-ret that tue naines of inanv of our
-- st able and most honourabie and impar-
fiai judges have been mentioned here to-day

Hon. Sir RICHARD CA RTW RIG HT.

lu flic course 0f this discussion on account
of flîcir being- clarged wifh being political
appointuients. 1 have been a member of
flic bar for over 45 years ia the province,
and during that finie if lins been in.) privi-
lege f0 be constantiy in daily contact, I
inîght say, appenrilg before the judgcs and
othiers wlîo have occupied sucli positions,
and whatever goverumeaf bas appoinfed
f leni, or wiîatever înay have been tileir
affiliation before their nppointment I can
say that I have yet to leara of a single
instance of aay judge who bas had
flie îrivilege of sifting upon ftic beacli iii
flic igli courts of justice la the province of
Ontario whose actions have been promoted.
prompted or suggested by polificai con-
sideraf ion. Wc have beca sîngnlarly for-
tuate la flie province, by. whomisoevcr flie
appointmeîîts have been made, ia haviag
mnen appointed whio wcrc appointed by rea-
,oîî of ftic signal ability they displaycd at
the bar, and -their hiigh position, and the
confidenice thcy enjoycd nof only of file
members of the bar, but also thc public, and
1 should be very sorry if tbrough any
observation wbichi bas been made here, la
the slighltesf degrec the honour 0f'the benchi
ln the province of Ontarlo should be affacli-
cd. I do not know of a single instance,
aithougi ina have been appointed wlio
have occupied prominent positions la poli-
ficai fields before their nppointmcnt f roui
tue days of Sir John Robinson dowa-I have
becît a niember of flic bar thaf ]ong-iîi
Nwiichî any oiie of those mca has acted iii
,ucli a w-n*y as would .jusfify flic imputa-
tionî that filey had ever been polificians or
that tiîcy had ever beexi members of any
politîcai l)nrfy whafcver. I thiak if is fair
and riglît thaf this statement sbould be
mnade.Ag f0 flic question of appointînent
of *iudges. so long as appoinfmnents are
mnade with a single eyc fo thle public service.
aad w-itiî due regard f0 flic qualifications
w-lici~ are essential to ibid flic position on
suci a beacli as tbft is, I think it is a
matter utterly immaferial to coasider for
one moment whcthcr these gentlemen have
or have niot af any timie, cither in the pre-
sent or la ftic pasf been connectcd with any
politicai party. I fhink the one t1ilng to
coasider is fhe sciection of mca wlio wiil
discliarge their duties impartially and to
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