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and everythin
policy such
nown al ¢

any  doubt ver the whole country is beyond

came o W'flafsev.esr. Well, the elections
the Libn’ and it is in Catholic Quebec that
eral party obtained its great majority.

An Hon, MEMBER—Why?

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT—Because

ﬂ;z;rusgrmilples are sound principles, and
in thoes the people of Quebec believed
county Principles, and thought that this
Liberaj, would be better governed by the
part party than by the Conservative
tiony’h :éld beca_use, so far as this ques-
they o any mﬂuencg on the election,

. Soue &eved the Liberal policy was
Cathop; 'ﬂ er one, and one by which the
ran 'I?li would gain the most in the long
the v e settlem.ent was -necessarily after
the oﬁeral election. I want to remind
oleetio ouse tpat sipce the general
been gﬁ‘ and since this settlement has
when t’hected, we have had by-elections

on © country knew exactly what had
tion tf‘i;]!complw,hed, and in those by-elec-
that ; ¢ Ppeople showed most emphatically
s n Catholic Quebec and in Protestant
oot rlo the same view is taken. The sub-
. Was brought up at these elections and

cussed on platforms and in the newspapers,

and the result of the elections demonstrates

“}}at’ the public sentiment is that it was a
wilse thing to accept that settlement. And
frieyndwas 1t a wice thing? My hon.

thiy s point.s out that we did not obtain
o b oncession or th.e. other concession,
the ml? of the provisions are not what
tpy should l'la,ve been; and that the set-

"ent contains some things which are use-

3% ; and he objects to a French teacher

10g provided for.
NOHon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL_—

. Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT—In a cer-
811 case my hon. friend did.

oHon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
th ,tI made no objection. I pointed out
at while there was a provision for teaching

;egx;;:;l'there is no provision for teaching

fl.iH((;n. Sir OLIVER MOWAT--My hon.
- l?n knows that the schools are English
0ols ; the school laws are based on the

as T describe it, was generally | ple.

g is known. That the general l assumption that the people are English peo-

We were not providing for the English
people nor for the people who were
non-Catholics. We were providing some
additional guarantee for the French popula-
tion, and some additional guarantee for
the Roman Catholic population. That
tenth clause expressly shows that English
was to be taught. My hon. friend suggested
that that clause only provided that those
speaking either French or some other langu-
age than English should be taugh English.
Would it not be ridiculous to suppose that
they were the only class to be taught En-
glish 7 Could any court put such a construc-
tion on the statute? I do not think my hon.
friend would say so, and I am quite sure no
lawyer could. None of us who are responsi-
ble for that settlement and had to do
with the negotiations say that the settlement
is the best possible. None of us say
that. KEach of us, from our own stand-
point, might prefer an agreement containing
other provisions, and perhaps not containing
some of the present provisions. But we say
it was the best settlement obtainable, con-
sidering public feeling in Manitoba, and it
is far better that this settlement should be
accepted than that it should be rejected ;
that it was best for the country; and best for
the Roman Catholics themselves ; best for
those who are dissatisfied with the settlement
in its present form, because it is hoped and
confidently believed, that the working of
the system will be managed in such a way
as the experience in Ontario and the experi-
ence in the maritime provinces justify us in
believing. If thatsettlementiseffected I have
no doubt that there will be no further strife
throughout the country. I have no doubt
both parties will find the advantages of it,
and that the cause of education in Manitoba
will be greatly advanced. It is impossible,
in dealing with this question, not to keep in
mind that the Catholic population in Mani-

toba is a very small one. There are but 20,-
000 Roman Catholics, including women and
children, scattered over a country larger
than England and Wales. How could it be
expected that so small a population could
maintain, except in two or three cases per-
haps, efficient schools for their children?, It
could not be done. The whole population
is so small and so scattered over the
whole country that it is difficult, even
in large places, to maintain separate schools.
All these things have to be taken into



