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Oral Questions

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of National Revenue, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member has raised an important point 
and I thank him for it.
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I ask you to consider that when framing your questions. If the 
minister of agriculture wishes to address himself to the question 
I will permit it.

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would like to address the 
question.

The person named by the hon. member is a very effective farm 
manager. She is also a business manager in her home community 
of Swift Current, operating a small business. She is heavily 
involved in a variety of community organizations, including 
providing assistance with respect to their financial matters. She 
is a new member of the board of directors, consistent with my 
policy and that of this government of enhancing gender balance 
on all government boards and agencies. I want women involved 
in the Farm Credit Corporation.

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini- 
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Brian Mulroney could not have 
answered it better.

Does the minister not realize that he does not enjoy the 
confidence of western Canadians and that appointments of this 
nature just further erode that confidence?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when it came time to make the 
appointment of Mrs. Meyer and others, I had the opportunity to 
consult with a broad variety of people across the country, 
including senior representatives of farm organizations. I indi
cated who 1 had in mind to appoint. The recommendations I was 
about to make were very well received by the farm organiza
tions.

I suggest that if the hon. member wants to put his credibility 
on the line on who is the most popular in Swift Current—Maple 
Creek—Assiniboia, I will take him on any day.

The design of the form is ambiguous in certain respects. In 
Quebec, which administers its own individual taxes, the amount 
is shown in a separate box on the form but in the other provinces 
and territories, which harmonize with the federal government, 
the taxes collected are shown as a single lump sum.

I can assure him that this process is the most administratively 
efficient. It does lead to some misunderstanding and there is no 
intention to mislead Canadians concerning the amount of pro
vincial tax paid.

We will take his representation and I will have the department 
look at it with a view to redesigning the form so that we can deal 
with this confusion that does exist with respect to which level of 
government receives the taxes individual taxpayers pay.

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, N.D.P): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Solicitor General.

Yesterday over 500 members of the RCMP marched for the 
first time ever on Parliament Hill to denounce the attempt of this 
government to deny them collective bargaining rights and to 
punish them for even talking about collective bargaining.

In view of the fact that this bill was condemned yesterday by 
the Liberal chair of the justice committee who said the bill was 
slid by the Liberal caucus and is an attack on the civil rights of 
RCMP members, how can the minister continue to defend this 
dictatorial, jackboot approach to dedicated members of the 
RCMP?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, while the chair of the justice committee can speak for 
himself, I understand that he feels his comments were not 
completely and fully reported by the press. I would suggest that 
my hon. friend take that into account.

Also, there are 15,000 uniformed members of the RCMP. 
They have had their own labour relations system since 1975. 
They elect representatives to work on their behalf full time to 
protect their interests vis-à-vis management. I ask the hon. 
member to take that into account as well.

TAXATION

Mr. Sarkis Assadourian (Don Valley North, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, I have a very good question, unlike the members on the 
other side.

My question is addressed to the Minister of National Reve
nue. Canadians are made to believe by the Reform Party that 
their income tax goes only toward the federal government 
because there is no deduction shown for provincial taxes on 
paycheques.

In the case of Ontario the provincial tax box is blank. 
However, I believe this is misleading. What action can the 
minister take to make sure Canadians know which government 
is really getting their money and by how much?
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The study of Bill C-58 is beginning this afternoon in the 
appropriate committee. I think at that time it will be confirmed 
that the bill simply confirms the basic position with respect to 
the management of the RCMP. It does not add to the powers of 
the commissioner and it does not take anything away from


