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Motors Chevette is now on the market, and Chrysier intends ta
launcb an ail metric subcompact in 1977.

President Ford signcd the United States metric conversion
act in December, 1975, and this provides for a United States
metric board. Its members have been nominated, and observ-
ers in Washington anticipate that these members will bc
confirmed by the United States Scnate carly in the ncw year.
In ligbt of ail thcse facts it is reasonable to conclude that the
United States is flot far bebind Canada, if nat abead of us in
certain areas.

In conclusion, our trading partners bath sauth of the border
and overseas are watching us ta sec if we will continue ta
maintain our stature as a modemn trading nation by moving
uncquivocally to the international system of units. Equaliy as
important is the fact that our provincial governments, private
industry, and commerce bave put their faitb in aur leadership.
Now is the tîme to respond.

Mr. Bili Kempling (Halton-Wentworth): Mr. Speaker, it is
a great and exhilarating experience to speak in the House of
Commons on a Tuesday night just before the Christmas reccss.
1 wiIl not be too long in my remarks. Therc are several others
who wish to speak and I tbink they will ail be reasanably short
because I believe there is a disposition ta mave witb some haste
on this piece of legislatian.

This bill is anc of a series ta bc presented ta parliament ta
facilitate conversion ta metrîc. The standing committec which
deait with the metric resolution recommended in its repart ta
parliament that the govemnment proceed witb plans for metric
conversion by bis that wouid be presented ta parliament,
rather than proceeding by arder ini cauncil. I arn pleascd ta sec
that the minister bas recognized this desire on the part af
people in parliament. His predecessor did not appear ta bave
the saine recognition af the suggestion that this matter be
aired bere in tbis House rather than praceeded witb by way of
order in Council.

There bas been considerable cantraversy over the introduc-
tion of the metric system, but wc are marc than haîf way down
the road and we certainly cannat turn back naw. I bave nat
been at ail impressed by some of the information that bas
corne out of the Metric Commission, and ail of us continue ta
get mail criticizing the fact that wc are proceeding witb this
conversation. Generally speaking 1 tbink everyone supparts the
idea or concept of metric conversion, yet we find in talking ta
variaus ministers that tbey still want ta praceed in this rather
cavalier and bigh-banded way. The point I bave tried ta make
in the past is that the best way ta gct the metric canversion
settled is by having a wide open debate in the Hause so that
interested people can speak on the measure. Let us get tbings
out in the open. This would do a great deal af goad, mucb
more than same of the pramotianal material from the Metric
Commission.

I wouid caution the minister that wben bie intraduces
another bill le sbould not leave it until the il th bour. We
recognize that this bill must be passed. Wc are going ta recess
soon, ta return in late January, and this is supposed ta be in

Metric System

effect on February 1. However, I tbink the bill could bave been
intraduced one, two or three wecks ago. Certainly it was before
us on November 22. 1 hope the next time around the minister
will bring bis bill in for debate in the proper way. I do flot
tbink tbat would involve tco much tîme in the House, but there
are members who have some miscanceptions about mctric
conversion. I arn sure they wouid like ta be beard and ta put
forward the vicws of tbcir constituents.

I think tbe minister and I bave a siigbt disagreement in
respect of countries, but there arc oniy a few countries in the
worid not now on the metric system. I tbink this is a progres-
sive stcp for us ta take in order ta compiete aur conversion.
This bill amends severai acts. I think it is pretty straigbtfor-
ward. It changes some of the designations in the Canadian
Wbeat Board Act and a few other acts deaiing witb grain. For
example, it changes "acres" as it appears in variaus statutes ta
"hectares". The new terni is a combination of the words
"hecto" and "ares", "hecto" meaning "bundred" and "ares",
which I think is of Greek origin, meaning a square unit and
from wbich is derivcd the word "arca". Sa the definitions are
pretty straightfarward. The word "bushels" is changed ta
"tonnes". That is an aid Engiisb term. The aid English is
"tunne" and the middle Engiisb is "tanne".

0 (2120)

To give the House an exampie of how people get upset about
metric conversion, anc of the metric terms that has puzzied me
is the unit of measurement of barometric pressure. For years
the common terni bas been "millibars" when referring ta
barometric pressure; it is now reported in "kiiopascais". I do
not know wbere the bell that terni came from, frankiy. The
metric designation for pressure is "newtons per square metre"'
or "dynes per square centi-metre". These can be designated as
kiiinewtons per square meter, or newtons per square cen-
timetre; but where tbey dug up the term "kiiopascals" is
beyond me. I have iooked tbrough severai scientific digests and
cannot find it anywhere. I do nat know wbetber it is a creatian
of the Canadian Metric Commission or wbat it is, bu t that is
the sort of tbing that gets people upset. They are used ta
working witb anc terni and then, ail of a suddcn, another anc is
tbrown at tbem and they cannot figure out what it means. 1
bave rccived letters from cngineers and people in the scientif-
ic field, and they have asked me what the termi kiiopascals
means. Thcy want ta know where it came from and wbo
designed it, because they cannot find it anywhere.

They have the samne sort of frustration that we had in the
finance committee. We had a caucus cammittee mecting anc
nigbt and the Metric Commission was witb us. They bad a
map of Canada and, bclieve it or not, Mr. Speaker, tbey bad
Edmonton wberc Winnipeg is, and Winnipeg wbere Edmonton
is. The Metric Commission is an agency of the Government of
Canada and was teliing us wbat a great tbing metric conver-
sion was, yet they had the- audacity ta show a map of Canada
hike that ta a group of MP's.

Mr. Hnatyshyn: Perhaps tbey did nat know wbere they
came from themselves.
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