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wbicb bas been wasted. Not so long ago in
tbe bouse the minister made a fine statement
trying to rectify conditions for thesa vaterans
and said tbat the govaroment wouid spend
at least $700,000 for tbat purpose. 1 under-
stand nnw that the expenditure will be at
least double that amount. This has been a
costly and iil-advised pieca of business as
far as this country is concerned, and bias been
most unfair to both the veterans and the tax-
payers of Canada. Everyone wbo knows me
knows tbat my sympathies are ail with the
vetarans. Tbey sbould bave batter bousing
conditions than bave been providad. It bas
been a costly piace of business and we do not
seem to be able to get it ail cbased dowvn.
One of these matters has been in tbe courts
since a year ago January and we bave not yet
bad a decision. There are othar unsatisfactory
conditions witbi respect to veterans housing ail
across Canada.

The cost of living index for Canada wbich
bias been used by the goveroment hias been
quite misieading and lias not taken into
account many important items whicb concern
every bousewife. Whiie the index shows an
increasa since 1939 of about thirty per cent,
it is actuuiiy a great deal bigber than that at
tbis time.

I bave discussed the piight of the old age
pensioner at aimost cvery session of parlia-
ment since 1940. 1 asked then that provision
sbould be made immediately to grant themn at
least $30 a month and tbat the age limit be
reduced te sixty-five years in the case of maies
and to sixty yaars in the case of femaies.
I repeatad this raquest in Juna, 1944. Since
tben, the greatlv increased cost of living bas
taken place. On April 28 of this year the
Minister of National Heaitb and Walfare
(Mr. Malrtin) gave notice of a measure te
amenii tbe Old Age Pensions Act by providing
increases in tbe pension and modifying cer-
tain of the eligibiiity requirements for these
people.

I maintain-and I have had many requests
from farmars in my own part of the country
and in other ridings to this effet-that these
farmars sbouid nt be made tbe tax ceiiecting
agency for the Department of Revenue; that
is, that the farmer sbould not ha made respon-
sibic for deducting the tax from salaries paid
to beipers on the farm and then in turn mail-
ing it to the iceme tax officiais. The farmers
think the collection people shouid ba raspen-
sibia for coliccting thase saiary daductions
ratber than making the farmers tbemseives
raspensibie. Tbey disiike that situation very
mucb.

Provision sbould be made for aiiewacce of
tha basic breeding bard of cattia as capital.
I bava raquested tbis in past yaars on the
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budget dabate. It bias been suggasted by the
producar organization that the basic breeding
berrI shouid ha considared as a number of live
stock equal to wbat the farmar owced on
January 1, 1941. Farmn incomes were low and
exemptions relatively high at t.bat time. Real
estate and farm macbinery are aliowed as
capital, and the basic bard sbould ha con-
sidarad as a capital asat and ha exempt from
income tax on the saine basis as reai estate
and equipment. I thought a year or two ago
that tbis erganizatien wis getting somewbere
witb tbe geveroiment officials on tbat mattar,
and at thb• time I repeat tbe rcquest that it ha
seriously considarad.

During the past year our adverse balance of
trada with the United States ameucted to
soe $600,000,000. Mucb of this could bava
bean cerrectad by allewing certain of our ag-ri-
cultural products te ha marketcd in the
United Stntas. Tbe Canadian geverroment
bava rcfuýed te permit tbe marketing ef any
beef cattia in that country since 1942, and
continua te refuse, wbiia ýsinca tbat tima
Mexico bas bacc sbhipping te the United States
market as many as 500,000 bead of cattie
annuaiiY. A cemparisoc of beaf pricas. Jiva
wa%ýigbt, as et May 1, shows the feiiewing
figutre..:

G e d qteers .....
Gcod hieifers ....

Gecd cows .....

WVinnipeg
$14 .50
14.25
11.25

St. Paul
$22.50
23.75
16.00

The saine situa tien exists in regard te dairy
preducts. On April 29 of this yar barlav wvas
queted at Suries, North Daketa, at $1'70 te
the farmer, xvbiie at Cartwright, Manitebu,. the
figure was 6712 cents. Tben wc bave the United
Kingdcm-nCanada wbeat agreement, ef wbicb
mueb bias bacc bieard in this 'country. Fer tbe
crop year 1946-47 semne 160,000,000 buýýhels of
tbat crcp are promised te the United King-
dem at $1.55 a bushal basis Fort William, or
$1.20 te the farmer at the elevurer, tegetber
wvîtb participation certificates. This crop
îided uppreximu tely 40.000000 biisbels more

thun the average cf the previous five -,-ars,
unrd uccording te a statamant by M.\r. Gýeorge
Mclver. eauirmnan of tbe Canudian w'beat
board, asu reported in tbe press last weak. wve
bhavc fer expert tbis year te ethar ceunitries cf
the vwer1d ipart frein the UTnited King' dom
approxiniutaiv 70,000,000 bushals, wbicbis being
scld ut frrni $2.75 te $3 a bushel. We are now
well inte the tanth montb ef the 1946-47 crop
year. Thus veu ivili bave semae idea, as te tbe
amounit cf money tha wvestern wbeat producer
iN lo..ing tbrcugh this deal. cemparad witb
w-bait ha would get if whcat ware axported on
the sine bamis as lumbar, manufacturad goods


