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Mt. VER VILLE. I would like to ask
the Minister of Agriculture when I îmay
expect -the return regarding cold etox'age
which I asked for on the 19th of Febru-
ary P

Mr. BURRELL. I will have the return
brought down sliortly.

RURAL MAIL DF)LIVERY.

Mr. LEMIEUX. in' view of the resolu-
lion 'witli reference to rurail mail dolivery
cuming liefore the House in a lew dayq, I
wouid ask the Postmaster G3eneral to bring
clown as soon as possible a statement as to
the rural mail delivery Toutes that have
'been established since the beginning and ahl
the information which is included. in the
question whioh. I put the other day and
which I was aïsked to place in the form of
a motion. As it j vexy laVein the session
I do nlot think the ïreturn to an order of
the House cou-Id lie brought down and I
'would therefore like .the minister to be pre-
pared witli these statistics when the resolu-
tion is submitted.

Mr. 'PELLETIER. It wiUl take a v-ery
long time Voe prepare ýthat. If sny hq4n.
friend wiil accepV the invitation to corne o
.the departient, I will give instructions
that lie lie given the information, liecause
there are so many oeturns Vo lie pr-epared
that I do noV exipet Vo be able Vo day them
ail before the House before prorogation.

Mr. LI9MIEIJX. I will cala and see ir.
Ainderson.

Mr. McKÉNZIE. 1 wisli tV calI the
attention of the hon. the Postmast-er Gen-
er-al to a question which. las been stand-
ing in my nacme for some time. It is im-
portant that I sliouid have the s.nswer to
this question before the r.atway, estimates
are dîacussed.

Mr. PELLETIER. As I told my lion.
friend the other day, I expect Vo have the
answer in three or four d-ays at the out-
$ide.

AID TO AGRICULTURE.

MeL. BUfRRELL moved third oeading of
Bill (No. 100), for the Aid a'nd Bencourage-
ment of Agriculture.

MT. PUGSLEY. I desire to rnove an
amendment to the Bill similar te taie
,amendment whicli was moved when thie
flouse was in comcmittee on tihe Bill. The
nmendment is as fuIlows:

That this Bull be flot now read a third time,
but that it lie referred back to the committee
of the Whole House with instructions to
amnend the sanie by adding thereto the follow-
ing as suli-section 2 of section 2:

Âny nioneys grant.d under the provisions
of this Act shall le apportioned among and
paid to the governments of the different -pro-'

vinces in.proportion to the population of each
of the provinces -as determined by the then
Iast preceding census.

.1 oannot conceive of .any possible reason
ýwh7 Vhis .omendmnent -shou!d not lie aept-

e.It is proposed. by Vhis Bill Vo add Vo
the saubsidies -of the differient provinces.
Those subsidies have been provided for by
the Britishi Northi America Adt and by
aimendments 'which have been 'made fromn
time to tim.e. It was recognized at the
time of confederation, and it lias always
been reoognived by parliament since, thè,t
wlien -subsidies are granted, tliey sliould
be granted on a fixed principle, that of the
population of the different pro-vinces, so
that when those grants are made the peo-
pie of any province, -and the guvexnment
sud thle leg elaîture of amy province, will
fel bliat they are receiving from the federal
government, éimply what is their riglit
under the la-w. a.nd mot a favour-that tliey
are si.mply reoeivîng justice and not gener-
oeity from the féderal authorities. IV lias
'aiways ibeen recognized that it is dn the in-
terest of thie différent provinces and of tlie
w'hole people of Canada that the provinces
shacI lie kept es independent as possible
of thie centr*l authority. *Now, by this Bill
it is proposed to give te -the federai govezn-
-ment the riglit Vo dispose of the subsidies
to lie granied in aid of agriculture accord-
ing Voe the discretioin of the government.
This is a departure frein what has lieen the
well-reeognized principle governing provin-
cial -subsidies ever since the fathers of con-
federation met Vogetcher to frame the British
WNorth Amierica Act. ýMy hion. friend the
Minister of Agriculture, whcn lie întroduced
Vhis f11,1, stated that it was intended Vo pay
these eubsidies in propor'tion Voe popula-
tion. He recognized that that was wliat
ouglit Vo be done. Before my hon. friend
lied cailed attention to the f set that hie
liad muade this statement on -a .previous
occasion, one of 'the mast important mem-
bers of the governient rose in bis 'j1lace
and said that it would noV do Vo bind tlie
Governor in Counicil down Vo this prinoi-
pie, that cases mighit arise fromn time to
time where in the opinion of the govern-
-ment it would lie desirabie Vo depart frein
tihe picinciple of -population and give Vo a

prvnea ilarger aum of money than it
would beneuVbled to Teceive if population
were to go'ven. That showed. very cleariy
-the desirabify, when rwe are proposing to
grant subeidies in aid of agriculture in the
difkrent provinces, to place the principle
of &pportionment in the statute in black
and 'white, so that cno goyerinent, eltlier
'the Present or any governinent in tlie
future, shall depart frein that princicple,
*and that thie governnient end people o! -amy
province wMl f"~ that the amounts Vhey
reeiv-e for, the -encouragement .of agricul-
ture they receive as a riglit, as their proper


