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not seem to agree very closely amongst
themselves. We stand on the platform
which we laid down in 1901 and in 1902,
and if there is not a revision of the tariff
upon the lines indicated in the resolutions
which we moved we shall again state our
views in this House by a resolution during
the present session. I am glad to say that
we have won a convert even within the
cabinet, and that is the youngest member
of the cabinet, my hon. friend the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries (Hon. Mr. Pré-
fontaine). That gentleman while my hon.
friend the Finance Minister was declaim-
ing in favour of a low tariff in the county
of Yarmouth, was announcing to the elec-
tors of Maisonneuve that he was in favour
of legitimate protection to Canadian indus-
tries. Now, this is a very important an-
nouncement indeed and the significance of
his language is all the greater because he
included the right hon. leader of the gov-
ernment :

I am, as I always have been, in favour of
legitimate protection ‘o our national indus-
tries and like my leader Sir Wilfrid Lauricer I
will ask and require protection for the inter-
ests of the different classes of the population.

My hon. friend the Finance Minister
would not be very much pleased with a
platform of that kind, if we are to judge
by his recent utterances in the province of
Nova Scotia, but, of course, so far as On-
tario and Quebec are concerned the hon.
Minister of Finance may have an entirely
different platform, and in the constituency
of Maisonneuve I am inclined to believe
that he would stand on exactly the same
platform as the hon. Minister of Marine and
Tisheries.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are one or two
other matters perhaps on which a word
might be said, but I think I will not take
up the time of the House further at the
present time beyond this: I am very glad
indeed to learn by the speech from the
Throne that the government proposes to
bring down a measure in regard to Chinese
immigration. My right hon. friend, in the
campaign of 1896, made a pretty definite
promise to the people of British Cclumbia
in regard to that question. He. said that
the question was not a question in the east
but that as far as Chinese immigration was
concerned the views of the Liberals of Brit-
ish Columbia would prevail. Well, my right
hon. friend has a majority from that pro-
vince, a very considerable majority indeed
—and the views of the members from that
province have been pretty freely expressed
in this House. Nevertheless, no measure
in regard to Chinese immigration has been
brought down up to the present time. I am
glad that the government are at last taking
this matter into their consideration and we
shall be very ready indeed to give any suit-
able measure of that kind cur most careful
and earnest consideration. The people of
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British Columbia, or a great many of them,
feel very strongly on that subject, and those
who have gone from the coast to British Col-
umbia can readily understand that we in
the east do not have a real conception of
what that question means to the people of
that province. It requires one not only to
study the question from the reports of com-
missions and otherwise, but it also requires
a visit to the province and a free statement
of opinion from the people whom one meets
of all classes in the province to understand
how earnestly and how vigorously that
question appeals to the large and impor-
tant interests in the province of British Col-
umbia. This speech does not in the least
indicate what the nature of the measure is,
but when it comes down we will be able to
give it our attention and to criticize it if
necessary. In the meantime we can only
express our pleasure that the government
have at last, in the seventh year after they
have come into power, seen fit to deal in an
effective way, we hope, with this question
which is of such great importance to the
west.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not know that I
shall detain the House further at the pre-
gent time. I trust that my right hon. friend
will see fit to give us frankly—as frankly as
the interests of the country will permit—
information in reference to the matters
which I have mentioned and I trust espe-
cially that in regard to the present position
of the Alaskan boundary he will speak
openly and frankly to the people of Canada
in crder that we may know just how we do
stand in regard to the people of the United
States on the one hand and the imperial
government on the other, ¢n a question of
great importance to the people of Canada,
one which concerns the possible loss of a
portion of their territory.

The PRIME MINISTER (Right Hou. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier). Mr. Speaker, before I
proceed with the observations which the
speech of the leader of the opposition call
from me, I deem it my duty as it is my
pleasure to at once thank my hon. friend
(Mr. Borden) for the very kind reference
which he has made to myself. I also
thank his friends behind him for the man-
ner in which they received these observa-
tions of his. I am glad to believe that
this incident is a further evidence that the
amenities of British parliamentary life are
of so kindly a nature; and that in the hands
of my hon. friend the leader of the oppo-
sition they are indeed in safe keeping. T
trust it may always be, that we can recog-
nize honourable differences of opinion in this
country, and that though we may be
divided upon many questions, yet we can
be united upon one, and that is a mutual
respect for each other. 1T also beg to thank
the leader of the opposition for the obser-
vations which he has made with reference
to the colleagues which it has been our



