
COMMONS DEBATES.

Mr. ROYAL. In connection with the Reports of the
Debates, I am very glad to hear from the hon. member for
Middlesex that it is the intention of the Committee to re-
commend to the flouse the propriety of appointing a per-
mament translating staff. As the translation is made now,
a great many errors occur, owing to the rapidity with
which it bas to be made, and also from the great dilfieulty
of translating correctly English into French. A person
must be fully conversant, first with the English language,
and more fully still with bis own, in order to do the work
properly. In many instances the translation is deficient as
regards correctness of language, and errors often creep in
such as those referred to by the hon. Finance Minister. If
this translating staff is to be appointed, I cannot too strongly
impress on the minds of the Committee that they should
choose first-class men, if not literary men-at least men who
are fully conversant with their own language. With regard
to errors which take place sometimes in the Reports of our
Debates, we must not be too hard on the reporting staff, bo-
cause we know that in sorme books we read errors of a simi-
lar nature to those referred to by the hon. Minister of Fi-
nance and the hon. leader of the Opposition, which have crept
in and destroyed the whole value of the Debate. It is impos-
sible, owing to the rapidity with which these Debates are
printed and distributed, that such errors should not take
place. It would be better that we had no translation of the
lansard if we have not a first-class one, and it would be so
much money thrown away if the translators to bo ap-
pointed are not first-class men-not mon appointed through
favor, but through their own merit, experience, and reputa-
tion. I believe the stop taken by the Committce is a ste)
in the right direction.

Mnr. PATERSON (Brant). I take this opportunity to
throw out a suggestion to the Committee with reference to
the distribution of the Hansard to newspapers. It is true
that sometimes rather contradictory statements appear, and
it is not to be wondered at. It is rather to be wondered at

the reporter, but incorrectly revised by the proof-reader. I
make this remai k in jistice to the reporters.

Mr. BAIN. I take leave to dissent from the general
en-rent of this Ransard discussion. i never had a groat
worship for the Hansard nyself, and I sometirnes doubt
whethor those of us who do not make long speeches do not
suffer eniough in having to listen to thom, without being
obliged to see them distributed over our ridings after-
wardq. With reforonce to the proposal to furnish each mem-
ber with fivo copies of the .Hansard, I confess I have doubts
whether it would not be found in practice to lead some of us
into difficulty. Wo are supplied with only one or two copies,
we can say to applicants who come to us for a book that
is r cally an expensive book, that we are not furnished with
thom; but when our constituents come to understand that
we are possessed of four or five copies to distribuie freely, I
an afraid we shall have inmy applications for a costly book
that we will not be able toe atisfy. With refoerence to
another matter, I admit there is a great advantage in having
distributed through the con rtry specs that contain matter
of general iuterest to the peop1e, but there is generally
sufficient interest taken in that speech by the political friends
of the speaker to secure a large distribution of it through
the different ridings. Besidos, this plan, while costing less
would reach a great many more readers. I confess that I
have stronrg objection towards inercasing the expendituro on
this Hansard. I would like, if it could be carried out, somo-
thirg after the fashion suggested in the early part of the
evening by the hon. momber f>r West Middlesex, by whiclh
a summarized abstract of the principal reports should bo
pubi-hed, showing tie farmers what was the busino-s of the
Departmrients and the general business cf the country. I arm
satisfied that money spent in this way would do lar more
good than it will be in supplying each rmember- with several
copies of the Hansard.
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that, with speeches rapidly delivered-and reported, and Sir LEONARD TILLE . This i4 practically a vote for
passing, atter being rapidly written out, from the hands of $11,000, $1,000 of whiuh is wantiel for the parchase of
the liansard reporters to those of the printers, mistakes some books in the Uniited Statt s with refèrerce to Canadian
should not oftener happen. The rule is to send the uncor- history.
rected shoots to the different newspapers and except when, Mr. RL AKE. If it bo a flet fhat the present appropria-
as in some cases, bon. mombers previously correct those tion is $io,00 plus $1,000 which wai added, requirirng only
sheets, the reports in the newspapers do not correspond 81,000 more, the Gover-rneit themselves takirng the law
with the sheets as subsequently revised and correctod. We books into their hands, as they appear to be doing, it will
know how easy it is to drop a figure in taking down a num- require only s1,000 more to carry out the schemo of the
ber of figures, makig 100o,0o in place of 1,COO,000 and bow Library Committee. I think I may speak for the Library
mistakes are fiable to be made such as that to which the Committeo, and I think I may say that we were very anx-
hon. Finance Mnister has referred,by substituting " hams " ious that the vote should be specific as to the $2,000 for the
fer "jams," making it appear as if the duty on hams had purchase of works relating to Amorica, and thon a genoral
been changed to 5 ets. a lb., and it is only fair to the grant of $10,000. The hon. Finance Minister is proposing
newspapers that means should be taken to furnish them to give us $11,000, and what we want is $12,000, but in a
with the eorrected instoad of the uncorrected sheets. different shape from this.

Mr. DAWSON. I quite agree with the last speaker that Mr. KIRKPATRICK. The vote asked for by the Lib-
it would be decidedly botter that a, corrected copy of the rary Committee was, as the hon. member for West Durharn
Hansaid should be sent to the newspapers. The first copy says, only sligbtly in excess of that asked for in these Esti-
leads them into many mistakes, and it is very important mates, namely, that the vote should be $10,000 for the or-
that they should have a correct copy of the debates. dinary purposes of the Library, supposing that the Gov-

Mr. ORTON. The Kansard sent te newspapers ought to ernmnent would transfer to the Supreme Court the vote for
be provided with an index, and without this it is of very the Law Library, as is proposed to be done, and that a fur-
little use to the newspapers. ther sun of 82,i000 a year, for five years, be granted for

. . making a complete collecion of books, relating to NorthMr. CHARLTON. The index is sent to the newspapers America, a subject upon which this Library, of all the lib-with the bound volume. raries in the country, shoultd have a good collection. The-ke
Mr. ROSS (Midd'esex). In reply to the criticisme of the art becomirg more rare and more valuable, and the need of

hon. nerm ber for West Durham, of the mistakes made by this further :um was brought vith a great deal of force be-
the reporters, I have just to say that one or two of the mis- fore the Committee by an tion. Scnator, who was for many
takes in that speech of bis own, were not made by the years a very re.-pected and influential member ofthis louse,
repor.ers but by the proof-realers. Miy attention was called and who has tak-n great interest in these matters The
tO it, and as a member of the Committue, I find in referring t hon. Finance Minister says that this is pra2tically a vote of
to the manuscript that the words were correctly written by 1 $10,000, and we only need $1,000 more to secure our object.
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