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Canada acted as a negotiator and helped to bring India and
Pakistan closer together with a view to achieving peace. We were
involved in settling the Korean War conflict. Following World
War II, our military was actively involved in establishing a new
peace in Europe. More recently, with the UN peacekeeping
missions, Canada has made its presence felt just about everywhere
in the world, but particularly in the Middle East, contributing
in the process to making the world a better place.

When we look at what Canada has done and at the extent of its
participation, we can see that few countries in the world can
claim to have such tangible, important relations with countries
on all continents.

We have to bear this fact in mind when we consider ways of
improving and changing our foreign policy, while remaining
faithful to those before us who helped to develop it.

Of course, we will have to make some difficult choices in some
cases, but we cannot betray the hopes and trust that many
countries around the world have placed in us. As I said earlier,
they expect more from Canada than they do from other nationms.

As we embark on this foreign policy review process, we must take
heed of what has served us well, of what policies have gained us
international respect and admiration, the positions we have taken
and the progress we have achieved in critical areas such as peace
and security, North-South relations and human rights.

We can be proud of Canada’s historic leadership in the
international struggle against apartheid in South Africa and of
Canada’s vision in creating peacekeeping. We have consistently
pursued our international values and interests, not through force
of arms or belligerent diplomacy but through force of reason and
conmitment. We have always willingly fulfilled our
responsibilities as a global citizen seeking to build
international understanding through co-operative multilateralism.
We have welcomed international trade and investment rather than
retrenching ourselves behind protectionism. Canada played a key
role in the successful conclusion of the Uruguay Round and toward
the creation of the World Trade Organization.

We will continue to build on the strong foundations of our
support for peace and security, international prosperity and
development, respect for human rights, democracy and good
governance, the rule of law, and free trade.

These elements will continue to be'basic objectives. While the
dramatic events of recent years give us a sense of hope, modern
times, unfortunately, are as dangerous as ever. The war in the
Balkans is, sadly, an all-too-obvious example.



