
strengths were particularly relevant in a \vorIcl increasingly characterised by 
intra-state instability and strife stemming from such divisive forces as ethnic and 
religious intolerance. They commended, in this context, the ettorts of the Com-
monwealth Secretary-General to foster peace and stability in Commonwealth 
member countries, at the request of governments concerned, through use of 
good offices and the promotion of sustainable developrnent and fundame.ntal 
political values. They recognised the Commonwealth's capacity for conflict 'pre-
vention and resolution and welcomed the recommendations macle in the Re-
port  of  the Intergovernmental Group on the Emergence  of  a Global Humanitar-
ian Order, entitled Towards a More Humane World. They requested the Secre-
tary-General to take follow-up measures as appropriate, in consultation with 
member governments. 

1 7. Heads  of  Government noted that changes in international circumstances 
and changing ■-vorIcl opinion had provided an impetus for further 'practical  mens-
rires  to enhance global stability. They expressed their support for arms control, 
clisarman -ient and non-proliferation at the global and regional levels. 

18. Heads of Government emphasised the importance of the determined !Pur-
suit by the nuclear weapon states of systematic and progressive efforts to reduce 
nuclear weapons globally, \mith the U Itimate goal of eliminating those weapons, 
and by all states of general and complete clisarmament  ourler  strict and effective 
international control. fhey notecl that these v■•.ere among the commitments reaf-
firmed by the states party to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which was extended 
indelinitely at the 1995 Review and Extension Conference. 

19. He.ads  of  Government expressed concern at the threat to security posed by 
other .veapons of mass destruction as well as the build-up  of  conventional we.ap-
ons beyond the legitimate requirements of self-defence. They urged ratification 
of the Chemical Weapons Convention at the earliest possible date to enable it to 
enter into force without delay. They reiterated their call for the strengthening of 
the Provisions of the [31 °Iogical Weanons Convention. Heads of Government 
called for greater attention to be paicl to the problem of  the indiscriminate use of 
anti-personnel landmines and encouraged states Party to the Inhumane Weap- 
ons Convention to work constructively to•ards reaching agreed controls on 
thesc.‘ \ve.apons. 

20. Heads of Government welcomed the cle.cision by Britain, France and the 
United States of America to  sign  the Protocols to the Treaty  of  Rarotonga estab-
lishing the South Pacffic Nuclear Free  Zone.  They also welcomed the adoption 
by the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) of the Pelinciaba Treaty on the es-
tablishment of an African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone. They expressed the hope 
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