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HOME ECONOMIOS EDUCATION-

'Me demand for university-trained home
économists continues to exeeed the supply ini
Canada, despite the fact that increasing
numbrs of young women are aiaking home ec*oio-
aiicse théïr caree~r according to Dr. H.ei Abell
of the L-,)partment of Agriculture.

In 1957, more than 1.,100 women were en-
rolled in university courses in homîe ecQpQo'
mics. Most gria&lates become teachers or dieti-
tians4 , but more and more of t.bem are eting
other fields of employment through whiçh hème
econornUca i s bain g applied to the imp-rovement
of homeand family living.

Many graduates, though by no means all,
become ipembers of ei ther the Gaian4 Home~
Economics Association or the Canadiân iete-
tics Association, which serve thie professional
interests of women in these fields. Of~ the
approximately 900 members of the C.I1.E.A. in
1958-57, some 55 per cen~t were teach>ing; il
per cent were homemakars; 10 per cent were in
bu1siness occupations, includng jounlism;
and another 15 per cent were nutritionists~ or
in food service. Of the approxLmately 1,000
mambers of the C.D.A. , on the other haxx4,
about 55 per cent ware empioyed in hospitals;
15 per cent ini business; 13 per cent. iy go-
vernment, and 13 par cent by universities anid
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Education in home economics dates baok rny

yeas in~ Canada. A school etabished in 8S2

by the Ursuline S*sters at Roeal,4 Que., i
thought to. havea been the first j n34pad to
offer a~ course in househoid science. Corses
in needlwork and other housaehold sujets
4uere mad4e optional in the public sckhol cçur-
riculum~ inx Ontario for thie first time in~ 1894
but progrss was slow eause of the ladc< of
trai4ied teêachrs.

Theeforts of K:s. Adelaide Hoodless,
founder of thxe Canadiamn Womie's Institute, letA
to the, èstablisment o cen~ctres for the teach-
~ing of home economii4s, the firpt of whicb uas
the OntarioNorma Schoo1liof Domestic Science
an~d Art omned in 1900 ina Hampilton. In 190~2
the University of Toronto established the

frtcourse inx Canada Iea4irg ta ~a badchatoîrs
4egree iouehold Science, and& in 1903 ~a
div4iin of home economics was set up at. the

Canadian instituxtions we ofering courses
lednt a liachekr's degree i homeP econo-

cutry1 and womn!n were mailyd emlo as

hoh..i d sills. Since rchqs the widsra
ec umi nd social changes tha have.cure

have pcbit.a up thie necesssity fo cag
fromthe"skll-entrcinto he famil1y-

cented"teahin of home ,conicsi.e
The onsesusnow is that home economics

shudbet aught *ithin the~ £4gmework of

,Lfamily relatioxnships rather than concentrated
oni a few household skilis. In the past'few
years, the Family Life Committee of the C.H. -

E.A. bas been studying the teaching of home
economics in Canada çwith a view to promoting
"family-centred" teachirn$ thrQtighout the
country. This method is cuftently being prac-
tised in Nova Scotia.

The peed to expand facilities for post-
graduate~ training an research inx this couantry
is also being recogii±éei. A current report oif
the ?dcation Committee of the C.1-.E.A. recom-
nends that~ "acncentrated effort be madea to
obtain awards at the post-graduate level th'dt
would stimulate interest in research and
further pofessional studies and thus jrxcrease
the supply of teachers at both the university
and highschool levels".

Qd te~ apart from formal, instruction; Cana-
dians inowadays are kept i*xfoiined of advance~s

ihoevonomrics through the various mass
mnedia. Irnterest in better nutrition and bettefl
homemki$ng became keen during the war under
the stress of? wartime restrictions. Since
tben, this interest has been kept alive by
voluntary wouien's orgarxizations such as the
Naton~al Counçil of Women and the Canadian
Associatkionof Consumers, the *omen's In-
sti.t>tes, hoemkng clubs and Parent-Teacher
asociations.
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