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One of his most moving compositions was occasioned by the death in1933 of Genoral Sir Arthur Currie, McGill's principal and vice-chancellor for13 years and one of Canadals greatest soldiers. Leacock had once taught Curriein a sinail rural Ontario school. Decades later, at the university, they becamefirin friends. They heartily hated the same things -- misuse of power, greed,cruelty, disloyalty.

If, as has already been noted, Leacock was no great shakos as aneconomist, often he exhibited some advanced thinking in this field. In TheUnsolved Rîddle of Social Justice (1920), he saw a great need for socialsecurity, minimum wage laws ând -legisiation guarantoeing the shortening ofworking hours. At the same time, ho stood adamant against socialisn in anyform. -His attitude was summed up thus: "In my opinion, with perfect cîtizonsany government is good. In*a population of angels a socialistic commonwealthwould work to perfection."

In rotrospect it seems wholly naïve, but'Leacock's enforcedjîretîrementfrom his professorial post left him, an embittored man. Early in 1935 ho hadprivately circulatod a pamphlet in which he felt ho had found solutions to thefinancial crisis which the univorsity was thon oxporioncing. Those suggestionsincluded a rocommondation that senior staff members should be retired to makeway for younger mon. When,.a few months later, ho and 12 others were placedon pension, ho raised a howl which roally nover subsidod..

To prove that ho was not "as senile as the McGill board of governorsapparontîy consider me", Loacock forthwith set a terrific pace in his accoleratedwriting schedule. Ho continued to contributo articles to the Enyc2aWiBritannica,("I would soonor have writton Alice in Wonderland than tho whole ofthe gnýcyclopaedia Britannica,"1 he once saiîd). His comic pieces took on afreshnoëss wîhich thoy had lacked for a long while. Ho addressed himself toproblems, national and international, discussing the world's muddle ovor gold,theolabour situation in the depression, emigration, and Canada's relationship
to the British monarchy.

Shortly after ho had protestin-gîy assumed the status of professoremoritus, Leacock lookod to the Canadian West. To put it more accurately, howas pressed by somo of his influontial friends in business and industry to goWest and write and speak about the stateo0f the economy there and 'about certainpolitical m'ovoments. Out of this triumphal progress, whîle it very nearlyexhausted him, emorged My scovery, of the West, a volume woll-salted withhumour that did much to inforn the citizens of Central and Baste rn Canada. Itwon him the country's top literary award, the Governor-Generalls prize. Almostat the saine time, ho roceived the highest honour of the Royal Society of Canada-the Lorne Pierce Modal.

Moanwhile there had beon no relaxation in the production of amusingfiction. Funny Pieces, Model Memoirs, Too Much College (a good deal of whichdealt with his philosophy of oducation), Laugh Parade, Holloments of Hickonomics(which ho rogarded as his bost work of humour, thug few agroed with hum), andMyRemarkable Unclo all appearod in his post-McGill poriod. For ovor haîf acentury, ho hadn't givon a thought to an uncle who had impressed him tromondousîyin his childhood. Only when The Reader's Digest, in 1941, asked Loacock tocontribute to a sories called "My Most Unforgettable Character"' did ho onshrineE.P. Leacock in print - an astonishing fellow, who posod woll beyond his moans,


